
Last updated:  6/8/2011 | See MLA Resource Center-http://palmbeachstate.libguides.com/mla 
*-Bedford Handbook sample paper:  http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/resdoc5e/pdf/Hacker-Orlov-MLA.pdf 

NOTE:  This handout is prepared  as closely as possible to  interpretations of MLA standards.  Professor  requirements may vary. 

i n f o t i p s 

 for the informed researcher 

How to Cite Books in MLA Style (7th ed.)  

When beginning your research for a paper or speech, start documenting all sources, whether consulted 

for basic information or intended as outside sources cited in the final project.  Books are an important 

resource.  This infotip provides citation samples.   

Works Cited [Sample] 

American Management Association. Electronic Monitoring and Surveillance. [New York]: American 

Management Association, 2001. Print. 

Adams, Scott. Dilbert and the Way of the Weasel. New York: HarperCollins, 2002. Print. 

Callahan, David. The Cheating Culture : Why More Americans Are Doing Wrong to Get Ahead. Or-
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BASIC ELEMENTS OF CITATION 

Entire Book (Print copy) 

AuthorLastName, FirstName MiddleNameOrInitial. Title of Book.  xnd ed.  CityOfPublication:  Publisher, yyyy.  

Print. 

In-Text Citations 

Signal Phrase ending with Page Numbers in Parenthesis* 

As Lane explains, these programs record every key entered into the computer in hidden directories that 

can later be accessed or uploaded by supervisors; the programs can even scan for keywords tailored to 

individual companies (128-29). 

 

Paraphrase ending with Parenthetical Citation* 

These programs record every key entered into the computer in hidden directories that can later be ac-

cessed or uploaded by supervisors; the programs can even scan for keywords tailored to individual com-

panies (Lane 128-29). 

 

Quotation 

“Some … forms of legal abuse, such as over-billing, are not even in the jurisdiction of state disciplinary 

groups.  And, in nearly all states, people who lodge complaints against lawyers have no way to find out 

what is happening in their cases”  (Callahan 239). 
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