
 

 
CLUSTER AGENDA 

October 15, 2014 

1 pm to 3 pm 

Lake Worth Campus 

 

ITEM 1. Finalize Plagiarism Policy 

 

Discussion: Discussed plagiarism policy suggested at the last cluster meeting.  Cluster agreed to 

finalize the policy with no modifications. 

 
Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Any student who commits academic dishonesty will 

receive a grade of zero for the assignment or test. A second instance of cheating will culminate in a 

student receiving an F for the class. Professors may also pursue disciplinary action in accordance 

with the Student Handbook. 
 

 

Data/data source:  (where appropriate) 

 

Action: None needed 

 

 

ITEM 2. Online and Hybrid Courses 

 

Discussion: Further discussion ensued regarding offering fully online SLS classes.  The majority of the 

cluster agreed to move forward with the statement approved during the last cluster meeting 

(no dual enrollment courses at high schools or fully online sections of SLS 1501 at this 

time).  A subcommittee will work together to create a version of SLS that will allow online 

students to experience PBSC in a similar manner to students attending class on campus.   

 

 **Not all faculty were in agreement regarding this decision, but since the majority agreed- 

the statement was approved. 

 

Data/data source:  (where appropriate) 

 

Action: Interested faculty should contact Sophia Munro or Jim Robinette to discuss ideas for the 

online version of this course.   

 

ITEM 3. Students Receiving a D or F in SLS 1501 

 

Discussion: Students who receive a D, F or W in SLS 1501 are not obligated to retake the course, since 

it is not a general education class.  However, students should be encouraged to do so in 

order to rectify their GPA and learn some of the valuable strategies covered in the course 

that might help them avoid having to withdraw from or do poorly in other classes.   

 



Data/data source: IRE data from the Fall of 2013 indicated that about 40% of students who failed the 

course retook the course within the next year (only 13.4% of students failed and 5.4% 

withdrew of the 3,707 students who were enrolled that semester) 

 

Action: None needed 

 

ITEM 4. Textbook Updates 

 

Discussion: Book issues have been shared with Mark Murray at McGraw Hill.  If faculty have 

technical issues they should contact customer service or Courtney Tucker.  If students have 

issues they should be directed to the student tech support. 

 

Data/data source:  (where appropriate) 

 

Action: Mark Hendricks will share the jpeg of the book’s image with faculty interested in adding 

this image to their syllabi.  Mark also agreed to share YouTube videos related to accessing 

Connect.  

 

ITEM 4. Scheduling  

 

Discussion:     Susan Bierster shared that since there are a greater number of students who enroll at PBSC 

in the fall and these students are being encouraged to take SLS 1501 in their first semester, 

there is an uneven distribution of courses offered in the fall and spring terms.  She 

proposed that faculty consider being more flexible with their schedules and teaching more 

in the fall and less in the spring.   

 

Data/data source: Course offerings (option 6) 

 

Action: Faculty should discuss their personal scheduling issues with their respective Associate 

Deans. 

 

ITEM 5. SLS Course Offerings and Title 

 

Discussion: A brief discussion took place regarding making the title of SLS 1501 shorter to avoid use 

of the ICE acronym. ICE refers to the Immigrations and Customs Enforcement Agency. 

 

 Some faculty expressed interest in creating alternative versions of SLS 1501 targeted at 

different groups (honors students, Meta majors, experiential learning).  Magdala Ray also 

suggested that 1 credit courses could be offered in Critical and Creative Thinking.   

 

Data/data source: (where appropriate) 

 

Action: Faculty should think about the name of the course and we will discuss it again in the 

spring.  Faculty interested in discussing alternative courses should contact Mark Hendrix. 

 

OTHER.  Fall Workshop October 25- bring your best practice ideas to share 
 



Attendance: 

Freddie Bennett 

Susan Bierster, Cluster Liaison 

Mark Davis 

Sandra Demauro 

Monica Hamlin 

Mark Hendrix 

Joyce Kevetos 

Manny Larenas 

Pamela Mason-Egan 

Sophia Munro,  Cluster Chair 

Karline Prophete 

Magdala Ray 

Jeannette Sullivan 

James Robinette (adjunct faculty) 

Stephanie Arsht (adjunct faculty) 

 

Absent: 

Jyrece McClendon 

 

   

    

    

 

Submitted by: 

 

 

 

Sophia Munro, Scribe 

 

 

c. Minutes Distribution List 


