
 

 
CLUSTER MINUTES 

Business, Financial Services, Hospitality Management, Office and Paralegal 

March 22, 2018 

2:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

AA112 

 

 

ITEM 1. eLearning Presentation:  Fully online AA degree 
 

Discussion: Dr. Russell and Mr. Beitler presenting the new fully online AA degree offering 

 

Data/data source: N/A 

 

Action: 

 

ITEM 2. Inclusive Access Solutions from McGraw Hill 
 

Discussion: Aynsley Salzman, Learning Technology Representative, presenting Inclusive Access 

solution and seamless workaround for CONNECT in all business-related courses as well as 

a proposal for future course materials. 

 

Data/data source:  

 

Action:  

 

ITEM 3. Adoption of McGraw Hill CONNECT  
 

Discussion: CONNECT has been used in several business courses with success.  Business faculty are 

currently using the CONNECT materials for different courses and now propose the 

adoption of CONNECT for the business courses as indicated in McGraw Hill’s 

presentation.  

 

 

Data/data source:  Publishers materials and faculty from cluster departments 

 

Action : Dr. Paczkowski fielded questions from the cluster regarding the specifics of adopting 

CONNECT and the potential conflicts with state laws related to textbook variety and costs.  

Cluster members expressed concerns regarding whether CONNECT was the most cost 

effective means of adopting texts.  Other options such as rental, book sharing, library 

circulation checkout. 

 

 Dr. Paczkowski withdrew the agenda item.  

 

 



ITEM 4. Curriculum changes – Paralegal Studies (AS) 
 

Discussion: Proposed adoption of the following curriculum changes recommended and approved by the 

Paralegal Studies Business Partnership Council: 

 

 Remove Concepts and Strategies (HSC2100) as a required general education course for 

Paralegal Studies majors and replace it with Introduction to American Government 

(POS1041)  

 

 Switch Administrative Law (PLA2483) with Family Law (PLA2800), with the former 

being re-classified as an elective course and the latter becoming a required legal specialty 

course. 

 

 Modifying Real Estate Closing and Document Preparation (PLA2630) from a 3 credit to a 

1 credit “C” course that follows Real Estate Law and Property Transactions (PLA2611) 

 

 Modifying Law Office Management (PLA2762) from a 3 credit elective course to a 2 

credit, required legal specialty course 

 

 Renaming PLA1949C from “Cooperative Education: Legal Assisting 1” to “Paralegal 

Internship” and adding 2 credit, required legal specialty course Law Office Management 

(PLA2762) as a prerequisite 

 

Establishing Court Systems:  Procedures and Pleadings 1 (PLA2209) as a 

prerequisite/corequisite course for:  PLA1273, PLA2114, PLA2303, PLA2465, PLA2483,  

PLA2762, PLA2600, PLA2630, PLA2800, PLA2841    

 

Data/data source:  Modified Required Courses Chart; FL Department of Education Course Directory; 

Business Partnership Council recommendations 

 

Action: Motion to approve proposed changes en masse – Dr. Paczkowski, seconded by D. 

Fontenot.  Motion approved unanimously. 

 

ITEM 5. Curriculum Changes – Paralegal Advanced Technical Certificate (ATC)  

 

Discussion: Adding 3 credits in any legal specialty course (PLA prefix) to the required courses to 

obtain an ATC in Paralegal Studies.  This will ensure that the Paralegal Studies ATC is in 

compliance with the requirement that any ABA approved paralegal program have at least 

18 credits of legal specialty courses.  This will raise the total ATC credits from 21 to 24.   

 

Data/data source:  Practical Guide to the American Bar Association Approval Process 

 

Action: D. Fontenot moved to approve, seconded by C. Reiter.  Motion approved unanimously. 

 

ITEM 6. Introduction to Business (GEB1011) Honors Course - Previously tabled (3.23.17)  

 

Discussion: Gauging cluster interest in creating an honors course for Introduction to Business 

(GEB1011)  

 

Data/data source:  N/A 

 



Action: Dr. Paczkowski withdrew the motion with an understanding that J. Tracey and B. Gillan 

will assist in the development of this course.   

 

ITEM 7. Intro to Business (GEB1011) as a general education course - Previously tabled 

(3.23.17) 
 

Discussion: Exploration of cluster interest in designating Introduction to Business (GEB1011) as a 

general education course to better achieve goals outlined in guided pathways agenda  

 

Data/data source:  N/A 

 

Action: Dr. Paczkowski withdrew this proposal.  J. Tracey and B. Gillan both agreed to assist with 

this proposal. 

 

ITEM 8. Changes to Entrepreneurship AS degree - Previously tabled (3.23.17) 

 

Discussion: The accounting classes (Financial Accounting [ACG2022] & Managerial Accounting 

[ACG2071]) have been a challenge in terms of having students take (and pass) the courses 

thereby foregoing critical learning requirements and failing to complete, I would like to 

propose that we instead have the students take APA1111 – Bookkeeping (AS):  

http://www.palmbeachstate.edu/catalog/current/courses/APA/APA1111.aspx    

i. All other schools that teach this course (see attached) do not call it Bookkeeping, 

and I propose that we change the name to “Accounting Fundamentals”.  Glenn 

Pate proffered this concept to his colleagues in the Accounting Department and 

hasn’t had any negative response thus far.  This is the course that I had in mind (but 

didn’t know existed) when I suggested we have an accounting class to give 

entrepreneurs necessary accounting skills, and enable them to be more successful in 

taking the transferrable Financial Accounting and Managerial Accounting classes 

should they decide to further their studies.   

1. This is conceptually similar to taking MAT1033C (Intermediate Algebra 

[an elective]) before taking MAC1105 (College Algebra) to be able to take 

MAC2233 (Survey of Calculus).   

2. The Accounting Department would teach APA1111.  Glenn Pate teaches 

the course currently. 

3. Students could potentially still take Financial Accounting instead of 

APA1111 to satisfy the accounting requirement if they prefer to take the 

AA class  

ii. Having one 3 credit course in accounting, instead of 7 credits, would then enable 

offering an additional elective (I suggest Microcomputer Applications, 

CGS1100) and we could supplant the Business Capstone (a 2-credit course) 

with another 3 credit course.  This would potentially enable students to take 

courses to earn the Business Specialist CCC and/or take additional courses of 

interest such as Entrepreneurship Marketing & Selling. 

 

Data/data source:  Exhibits from Dr. Paczkowski; college course catalog 

 

Action: W. Paczkowski moved to continuing tabling the matter, J. Tracey seconded.  Motion  to 

table approved unanimously. 

 

ITEM 9. Modification of Business AS degree regarding Principles of Supervision & Principles 

of Management courses - Previously tabled (3.23.17) 

 

http://www.palmbeachstate.edu/catalog/current/courses/APA/APA1111.aspx


Discussion: With the Business Entrepreneurship (AS) program, have APA1111, supra, instead of the 

two Accounting classes. 

1) Currently students are required to take MNA2345 (Principles of Supervision 

http://www.palmbeachstate.edu/catalog/current/courses/MAN/MAN2021.aspx ) and 

MAN2021 (Principles of Management 

http://www.palmbeachstate.edu/catalog/current/courses/MAN/MAN2021.aspx ).  From 

the course descriptions, it appears that there is a fair amount of overlap, and it seems 

from enrollment for this semester that we may be “cannibalizing” students from our 

own program.   

a. Perhaps we can choose either MAN2021 or MNA2345 (or make one mandatory 

and one an elective) so that they are more likely to make, along with freeing up 

more electives?   

b. Note that the Entrepreneurship program includes MNA2345, but MAN2021 is 

required for several Business CCC’s, so if any changes are made to have one or 

the other, we would want to make sure to align everything to avoid confusion 

c. With fewer mandatory accounting classes and more electives, students will 

have a greater ability to take courses to earn another CCC (such as the 

Entrepreneurship or Banking CCC) with greater likelihood of completion and 

success. 

 

Data/data source:  Exhibits from Dr. Paczkowski; college course catalog 

 

Action: W. Paczkowski moved to continuing tabling the matter, J. Tracey seconded.  Motion to 

table approved unanimously. 

 

ITEM 10. Formal adoption of BFiSHMOPS cluster acronym and accompanying logo 

 

Discussion: Robust exploration of the need to be concise, clever, (and cute) when it comes to 

identifying and recognizing the most innovative, productive, and affable cluster in all of 

Palm Beach State College.        

 

Data/data source:  The brilliant minds of William “Patch” Paczkowski and Cary High; Google 

 

Action: Due to an inability to access both of the proposed BFiSHMOPS logos, the cluster 

unanimously agreed to table the investigation of formally adopting the BFiSHMOPS 

acronym until all proposed logos could be reviewed. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 3:59 p.m. 

 
Attendance: 

 

J. Posadas 

B. Gillan 

W. Paczkowski 

D. Gordon 

J. Tracey 

C. Reiter 

A. Pierre-Louis 

D. Keller 

H. Ladika-Cipolla 

D. Fontenot 

M. Friedman 

R. Vargas 

http://www.palmbeachstate.edu/catalog/current/courses/MAN/MAN2021.aspx
http://www.palmbeachstate.edu/catalog/current/courses/MAN/MAN2021.aspx


C. High 

 

Submitted by: 

 

s/Cary A. High 

Cary A. High, Scribe 
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