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ITEM 1   General Education Review 

 

The cluster chair reminded members to participate in the review of general education philosophy and 

outcomes. Listed below are the links to the Video and Survey, forwarded by Dr. Yohe on March 13. 

 

Video:  https://palmbeachstate-elearning.mediaspace.kaltura.com/media/Survey+Video/1_rf1p2apg 

 

Survey:  Take Survey Here by March 29th 

 

 

ITEM 2   Discussion Question:  Consider PBSC today and current issues related to student success. Can 

you identify any existing policies or procedures (anywhere within the College) that you believe create 

unnecessary barriers for student success? 

 

The attached Cluster Activity lists the barriers to student success and the potential solutions that resulted 

from the cluster's discussion of the question posed above. 

 

 

There being no other business to come before the meeting, the cluster voted to adjourn. 

 

 

Attendance: 

 

Ralston Brown, Reginald Butler, Eileen Doran, Mauvlette Joseph, Tricia Lynn, Judy Maxwell. 

 

 

Submitted by: 

 

 

 

Mauvlette Joseph 

Scribe 

 
cc: Minutes Distribution List 

 

https://palmbeachstate-elearning.mediaspace.kaltura.com/media/Survey+Video/1_rf1p2apg
http://palmbeachstate.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6EI45jRbEokBJpX


CLUSTER ACTIVITY 
MACH 22, 2018 

 

Focusing on Student Success: Identifying the Barriers and Potential Solutions 
 

Cluster: College Readiness Math    Completed by: Mauvlette Joseph, Scribe 

 

Barriers to Student Success at PBSC 
Potential Solutions (suggestions for 

improvements) 

1. Advisors do not communicate directly with 

faculty regarding course requirements and 

balancing course load.  Often, there is 

miscommunication between advisors and 

students regarding the practicality of working 

40 hours a week and taking College 

Readiness Math, ENC 1101 and Intro to the 

College Experience in one semester. Such a 

schedule leaves students with no time to 

study or complete assignments and achieve 

academic success. 

 

 
2. Faculty is not clear on the scope of the 

orientation and advice that students receive.  Do 

students receive only academic advice?  Do 

students receive counselling regarding financial 

aid, housing, family support, workplace issues, 

and program requirements, such as background 

checks? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Non-exempt and exempt students who need 

to remediate their math skills before they 

enroll in MAT103C or MAT1100 are 

required to take College Readiness Math: 

MAT0022 or MAT0056. The College 

Readiness Math courses prepare students for 

STEM-related math classes.  College 

Readiness Math does not prepare students on 

a statistical track who must take MAT1100.  

As a result, some students have a difficult 

time transitioning to MAT1100. 

 

 

 

4. Students who fail a course should not repeat 

the same course the following term without 

receiving advising or counselling.  Absent an 

1. Advisor's name should appear on students' 

schedules so that professors know whom to 

contact when issues arise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Advisors should make faculty aware of the 

scope of students' orientation to give students 

clear expectations and to avoid incorrect 

assumptions on the part of students. In 

addition, after the general orientation, 

students should meet with faculty regarding 

program and meta-major course requirements 

and so that students are ready to start on the 

first day of class. 

 

 

3. Revise MAT1100 to ensure sure that it more 

closely aligns with MGF1106 (Liberal Arts 

Math) and MGF 1107 (Finite Math).  In 

addition, create a new developmental math 

course that aligns with these three courses.  

This College Readiness course would cover 

basic computation skills as well as number 

sense and introductions to logic and sets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Advisors need to communicate with faculty 

to determine the reasons for such failure and 

address the issues that may have led to it, 

such as poor attendance, failure to do 



intervention, some students will continue to 

fail the class.  Students placed into College 

Readiness math classes have diverse level 

levels of ability.  While many students 

benefit from such a review and achieve 

success in their credit math courses.  Other 

students enter College Readiness math 

classes with 4th and 5th grade ability levels in 

math.  Such students require additional 

preparation before entering College 

Readiness math. 

 

 

5. The PERT test does not accurately assess 

students' math abilities.  As a result, many 

students placed into College Readiness 

classes are placed into the wrong course.  

Students need to take a diagnostic test that 

accurately assesses their math abilities so that 

they do not waste time and money taking 

courses they do not need. 

 

 

6. Under our current advising system, program 

directors have difficulty tracking students’ 

academic progress. 

 

 

homework and turn in assignments when due 

or academic under preparedness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Successful programs like Ed Ready have 

developed diagnostics that assess students' 

math abilities and design individualized 

remediation plans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Assign coaches and advisors to each program 

and/or meta-major to track students’ progress 

toward their stated goals. Such a process 

would make the transition easier for students 

when the guided pathways maps are fully 

established. 

 

 

 

 

 


