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ITEM  1. LibGuide  
  Alyse McKeal and Robbie Allen showed the Faculty some options for 

development of an extensive LibGuide. 
 
ITEM  2. McGraw-Hill presentation of their textbook option  
  McGraw-Hill publishing representative Aynsley Salzman introduced Alina Vega 

Franco, Implementation Manager, Brian Sylvester, Senior Portfolio Manager, and 
Marlene Scher, Enterprise Account Manager, of McGraw Hill Education.  They 
provided an hour of information on three textbooks and ancillary teaching and 
learning materials.  

  
 The Cluster then drafted lists of priorities and shared values regarding textbook 

selection and reviewed the options of Blackboard, OER, self-development and 
other options.  We created some tables for the purpose of side-by-side 
comparison.  Pamela Mason-Egan pointed out that as Department Chair, she 
would be expected to act in the capacity of a “tech support” person, and that 
this is not possible.  She also said that the development and maintenance of our 
own content would be untenably time consuming.  Those present agreed.  
Therefore, further discussion was unnecessary in light of the Ellis Master Student 
book with a full complement of online products, training, tech support, and 
other services available at a price significantly below the other products 
reviewed so far.  The Cluster will make a final decision no later than our Cluster 
meeting on Professional Development Day in spring, 2018.   

   
ITEM 3.   Cluster Discussion of Online Class  

At this time Kalisha Waldon was dialed into the conversation and the Cluster was 
informed that she was asked to become the content expert for an online 
SLS1501 class.  She was told that Dr. Yohe and the Cluster would approve the 
final product.   
 
The members expressed their dismay that neither the SLS Cluster nor the Cluster 
Liaison, Associate Dean Susan Bierster, was informed.   
 
The Cluster does not know what prompted this unusual breach of protocol.  This 
action is particularly surprising because, based upon the philosophical and 



practical considerations of our learning outcomes, it is the Cluster’s position that 
a fully online SLS 1501 course is appropriate only for students who take nothing 
but online classes.  Secondly, the hybrid SLS 1501 course offers an online 
experience for students who desire it while maintaining our learning outcomes.  
Thirdly, several Cluster members had already volunteered to develop the fully 
online class upon the request of our Vice President of Academic Affairs, Dr. 
Roger Yohe, but have not to date been contacted to follow up on this request. 
The Cluster drafted a letter to Dean of Academic Affairs Dr. Irving Berkowitz 
requesting that the Cluster’s concerns be addressed by the Dean’s Council.  
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