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Positivismis a philosophical orientation toward life in the world. It deals with the measurable and the
"real," holding that objective phenomena are the only reliable foundation upon which to make decisions.
Positivism is "positive" because it recognizes only the susfatd, the land of objects, resources, and
measurable input and output. Positivism tends to dismiss a person's inner world as "subjective" and unrel
able, as mere brain and horméresed processes trapped inside the skin of an emotionally compromijsed
organism. Positivism therefore favors educators making decisions hatsgdwishywashy feelings but on hard external data.
Despite the obvious value of the positivistic outlook, you can see positivism followed somewhat slavishly all arourtieyou in t
academic world.

Both teachers and students alike focus heavily on the exteriors of the learning process. College is a good
"investment” (money in) that produces the promise of a career and wealth (money out). Such an exterior bias towafd college
resembles the classic idea of the " bl ack-bdxmodelatra@adulje t he
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If positivism focuses only on the visible, well, what aboutitivésible? What happens beneath the surface, within the

studentdés mind into which we Ainputd so much informatio

in the realm we cannot measure, in the middle ground between input and output? Is it really so difficult to talk akzmet?this p

To tutor the imagination? To actively remold and reshape scenarios in the mind? It takes guts, perhaps, to go infates dark
and talk about conscious and unconscious strategies, conceptual maps, mnemonics, and the other fluid, uncertainiimages th:
inside us and have their way with us. These "subjective" structures and their twilight world of imagination, we mawdilyd, act
hold the keys to genius. Just ask Einstein. Heds not de




How often Communicating SUCCESS s, DebraAnne Singleton

have you said these words, fAThatés not what | mean
we now have access to many more ways of sending the wrong message. If we exclude the fact that human natu
causes us to read into things anyway, we will find the majority of the responsibility for effective communication
lies with the communicator. There are two major areas of concern: the written word and the spoken word.

How well does your writing deliver your message? Because written communication is two
How you make dimensional, additional care is needed in sending the right message the first time
contact and tuation and grammar play a major role in communicating clearly. Consider this se

cpmmunicat_e tence: AWant ed: Man to take care of hat
with others is wanted to say is théihe marshould not smoke or drink but these responsibilities wee.
critical to your put on the poor cow because of the way the sentence was written. Here is the co
success. ~ _
form of the sentence. AWant ed: Ma n o es |

Oh, what a difference a weblaced modifier can make!

Some of wus have the gift of gab and some of wus donot
either extreme. Verbal communication involves so many aspects that it would be impossible to cover them all, but here are &
few elements to keep in mind. Think about the volume of your voice. Can anyone hear yavei@aneéhear you? How fast
or slow is your speech? Do you use hand gestures antiitenough? Is what you are saying too casual or too formal for the
listener? Have you considered your audience? Learning specialists, in particular, should always be very aware of how their
verbal communication messages are being received. The success of the student depends on it!

While writing and speaking play significant roles in communication, there are otherggiriah com- wiiace of il
munication, such as body language) that help in the confusion or clarification of what is being sal|ENGL}

ever, thatés another story for another day. ti
areas of communication. They can make a big difference in the results you get from the people
whom you share information. Dondét | et poor i o
effective communicator so that what you mean is what is heard every time!
Debra -Anne is a VPl Workforce Advisor at Lake Worth SLC )
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my brain is rallying against some of the
new technology. Although | can type and
The Reading Lab here at Palm Beach Statis fortunate to use a computer as well as the next person, |
have its voice heard in the world of textbook publishing. Its donot lke other peopl
avel . p ng. all of my thinking for me. | have found
methods of coaching have become a strong feature in the mistakes on medical bills, prices not rolled
i nstructor &6s man u &L bnnextf Coliegen e w | t dack, discoonks not applied, and utility me-
Reading by Ivan G. Dole and Leslie Taggart. Our Reading Leg\%”c%org:?gyageggb }gtgmerjeu:dtiﬁgevn\g'alth
Learning Specialist, Lyam Christopher, participated with a and language skills very much when I have
number of professors from around the country to help the to deal with these issues.
authors complete the textbook. Subsequently, Cengage My friend owns a frontoad washer, re-
nwucors PUDlishing asked himtoco-aut hor t eftes & %tmlg{ﬂ ;ddf E:ae installers
Manual/ A
TestBank. | n_st ruct oros manual Wi eyhokd 3 e’Sﬁeeg’a the#?ga\ﬁgﬁ&e
Myrick of the Community College of instructions (what luck). Long story short:
Baltimore County. Yvette wrote the chapter she got a new machine from the manufac-
_»»  summaries and classroom exercises, and }tlfef- T,l'th%hh&:d dt?]magetd Ifh? electr;)nlcs.
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A —— our SL Gamingsworashaps. The SLC labs support mastering basic
skills and becoming independent learners.
Good, fast, cheap: pick two.
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Math Equals Money

By Jesse Rogers

AWhen am | ever going to use this?0 iphrase,n i c k e |
well, who am | kidding; it still woul dndge artsleat pr of
is that you already use math every day, often without even realizing it. Any time you haveé—wro worth of
gas and want to know if youol|l be able to make it hem your

you get back only $6 on your $12 purchase, or you sit down to plan your monthly budget, you are
using math. Math is the language of finance. As the world learned in@0®@&nce affects every
one of us in dramatic ways.

Remedial prep courses may seem arduous and repetitive for some, but these courses lay the
groundwork for the language of math in the same way that grammar and spelling drills do for the
language of English. Beyond that, Algebra, Geometry, Statistics, and Calculus may not be used as

/ — frequently as arithmetic in dag-day life, but that hardly means they are unimportant. These
3 : branches of mathematics are the doorways to chemistry, physics, to architecture, to engineering,
/’L“ d 127 flight, medicine, and a host of other human endeavors. The words of Roger Bacon ring as true today
as they did when he wrote them in the middle ag
without doubt and truth without error, it behooves us to p

But hypothetically, |l etds say that you dondt have your
quires math; what good is it to you then? Well, look at it this waigh a more complete understanding of math, how many
households could have avoided signing predatory balloon payment mortgages and the bankruptcy and foreclosure which were

Find x.

3Icm

sure to follow? Maybe you dondét use math day in and day o
in life T what benefits package to use, what pension plan to pick, what mortgage taveigid you rather be someone who
understands math, or someone who fAclever!va wae ahla t g gy

Jesse Rogers is a Math
Learning Specialist at

How a Little
Thinking Outside the Box

the Eissey Campus and
SLC Cluster Chair

Can Preserve
Budgets, Health, Time,
Sanity, and the Environment.

At the SGA town hall on October
13, a number of students brought up
campus food service issues. | would

like to share with them my experience sav-
ing an enormous amount of money annually by brtsagging my lunch and bringing Brita pitch@tered water from home, in
contrast to buying food from a vendor on or off campus and bottled beverages from machines. The savings easily &frixfiihts to
to $1500a year.
Five to eight dollars a day spent on lunch and snacks bought on campus or nearby can add up to $25 to $40 a week, times 50
weeks a year $1250 to $200@ year. Add on two to three dollars a day for bottled water or soda purchased from a vending ma-
chine, and you have another $10 to $15 a week, times 50 weeks aBfdi to $75@ y e ar . Itdéds concel vab
could spencb1700 to $270@ year for schoetlay food and beverages alone. How do you square that with a student budget
Contrast that with what | do: nearly every day | pack a sandwich or a portion of leftovers plus my workout wateraowittig in
lunch bucket with a freeze pack inside it. | try to keep on hand in my office healthy snacks such as almonds, froitsrprotei
8, and healthy cookidsall purchased from a supermarket, not from a vending machine. | estimate that | spend $2 to $badl day o
my of workday food (nothing on water), which adds up to $10 to $20 a week, times 50 weeks &yeare $100@ year.
Consider what else | save besides money: time spent in lines or traffic, my physical and mental health, and my owa dittieeie

earthdéds environment . What 6s wrong with that?

When it starts to feel l'ike 1 6m bringing the sameivdal-ried,
ternatives to sandwiches. o0 Recently |1086ve discover edergesajndwi
or tomatoes. One of these costs me less than a dollar to make.

I know many studentsoé |ives are more hectic than ntgn-own,
venient for them to economize this way than it is for me. But it means a little time spent organizing@adpng meals, bt of
ti me not spent in food |ines or driving to vendor saser. And o

Steve Arterburn is a Learning Specialist and S| supervisor in the Student Learning Center at Palm Beach State CollegehLake W
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SLC Labs Fall & Spring Hours
Mon 2 Thursday 8 -8
Friday 8-4
Saturday 10 - 3
Sunday Closed
Computer Lab TC 204 868 -3799
English Writing Lab TC 214 868 -3794
ETA Computer Lab ETA 241 868 -3844
Math Lab ETA230 868 -3208
Reading/EAP Lab TC 210 868 -3205
Supplemental Instruction (SI) TC 204 868 -3796
Vocational Preparatory Instruction Lab (VPI) ETA235 868 -3795

& D U R O - V & Rroll&e’nd@nah&lﬁ!nt Learning Center, Lake Worth
SLC Welcomes New Employees

Debra -Anne Singleton  has joined the Vocational Preparatory Instruction
(VPI) area of the Student Learning Center as a full-time Workforce Assessment Advisor.
Debra-Anneds past experience included work as a
with prep students preparing for TABE in reading, math, and language. She was also an
instructor for the College Prep Lab at Miami Dade College prior to coming to Palm Beach
State. Her experience working one-on-one with prep students in reading, writing, and
grammar is invaluable to our students who need TABE improvement.

Bette Miller  began work in the VPI area of

the Student Learning Center January 2010 as a full-time Learning Specialist.
Bette has had many years of tutoring experience with college and high school
students. She has also worked with vocational students as an English instructor
and a Reading Coordinator. Her expertise with vocational students will be a
great asset to all of our PSAV students, who may need basic skills assistance
with TABE for vocational prep.

The Student Learning Center welcomes Debra-Anne and Bette to our team.
They are |l ocated in ETA 238é.come by a



