
 

     Positivism is a philosophical orientation toward life in the world. It deals with the measurable and the 
"real," holding that objective phenomena are the only reliable foundation upon which to make decisions. 
Positivism is "positive" because it recognizes only the surface-world, the land of objects, resources, and 
measurable input and output. Positivism tends to dismiss a person's inner world as "subjective" and unreli-
able, as mere brain and hormone-based processes trapped inside the skin of an emotionally compromised 

organism. Positivism therefore favors educators making decisions based not on wishy-washy feelings but on hard external data. 
Despite the obvious value of the positivistic outlook, you can see positivism followed somewhat slavishly all around you in the 
academic world. 
 Both teachers and students alike focus heavily on the exteriors of the learning process. College is a good 
"investment" (money in) that produces the promise of a career and wealth (money out). Such an exterior bias toward college life 
resembles the classic idea of the "black box.ò Only the input and output attract attention. This black-box model attracts dull cli-
ch®s like "Garbage in, garbage out,ò ñIf at first you donôt succeed, try, try again,ò and ñYou can lead a horse to water, but you 
canôt make him drink.ò Avoided like the plague is the interior of the box. Just how can a horse learn to motivate itself, anyway?  
 If positivism focuses only on the visible, well, what about the invisible? What happens beneath the surface, within the 
studentôs mind into which we ñinputò so much information in hopes of a positive ñoutput?ò What happens in the forbidden zone, 
in the realm we cannot measure, in the middle ground between input and output? Is it really so difficult to talk about this place? 
To tutor the imagination? To actively remold and reshape scenarios in the mind? It takes guts, perhaps, to go into this dark place 
and talk about conscious and unconscious strategies, conceptual maps, mnemonics, and the other fluid, uncertain images that live 
inside us and have their way with us. These "subjective" structures and their twilight world of imagination, we may find, actually 
hold the keys to genius. Just ask Einstein. Heôs not dead. Heôs still there, inside the box. Open it and see. 

 

-friendly steam technology.ò 
Cell phones remember phone 
numbers. Even toilets flush 
automatically. The camera is 

everywhere; it 
can see in the 
dark and there 
is no need to 
focus. Speeders, 
red light runners 
ï beware! Tech-
nology does not 
lie and shows 

no mercy.  
I just bought a new vehicle 

with a manual transmission. 
Can you believe it?  

I drove the same vehicle 
for many years. It finally 
started to fall apart and al-
most left me stranded a few 
times. The 

  We are living in a society 
that tells us there is an 
easy button for everything. 
There are templates, sys-
tems, 

and 
search 

engines. 
We just 
press the 
button 
and bing! 
In the 
past you 
could buy a toupee, now we 
have ñhair systems.ò We used 
to write resumes, now we fill 
in templates. We used to 
memorize multiplication ta-
bles, now software and calcu-
lators think for us. Spelling is 
replaced by spell check, wash 
boards have turned into ñeco
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time had come to replace 
ñlittle red.òTwenty-two in 
car years is like ninety in 
human years. The manual 
transmission keeps it simple, 
interesting, and inexpensive. 
I reasoned that a manual 
transmission gets better 
mileage, is cheaper to buy 
and repair and lastly, hardly 
anybody can drive one so it 
wonôt get stolen, right? Did I 
mention more fun? When 
the gas pedal malfunctions, 
all I have to do 
is step on the 
clutch to disen-
gage the trans-
mission. Hope-
fully, that day 
will never come. 

 

Old School vs. New School 

 

Gina Rose is a Learning Specialist in the SLC Lake Worth VPI Lab 
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     How often 

have you said these words, ñThatôs not what I meant!ò With so many methods of communication at our fingertips, 

we now have access to many more ways of sending the wrong message. If we exclude the fact that human nature 

causes us to read into things anyway, we will find the majority of the responsibility for effective communication 

lies with the communicator.  There are two major areas of concern: the written word and the spoken word. 

 How well does your writing deliver your message? Because written communication is two 

dimensional, additional care is needed in sending the right message the first time.  Punc-

tuation and grammar play a major role in communicating clearly. Consider this sen-

tence: ñWanted: Man to take care of cow that does not smoke or drink.ò What the writer 

wanted to say is that the man should not smoke or drink but these responsibilities were 

put on the poor cow because of the way the sentence was written.  Here is the corrected 

form of the sentence. ñWanted: Man who does not smoke or drink to take care of cow.ò  

Oh, what a difference a well-placed modifier can make! 

 Some of us have the gift of gab and some of us donôt. One way or another, we can miss the communication boat at 

either extreme. Verbal communication involves so many aspects that it would be impossible to cover them all, but here are a 

few elements to keep in mind. Think about the volume of your voice. Can anyone hear you? Can everyone hear you?  How fast 

or slow is your speech? Do you use hand gestures a lot ï not enough? Is what you are saying too casual or too formal for the 

listener? Have you considered your audience?  Learning specialists, in particular, should always be very aware of how their 

verbal communication messages are being received.  The success of the student depends on it! 

While writing and speaking play significant roles in communication, there are others (non-verbal com-

munication, such as body language) that help in the confusion or clarification of what is being said. How-

ever, thatôs another story for another day. Make the time and be purposeful about growing in these two 

areas of communication. They can make a big difference in the results you get from the people with 

whom you share information. Donôt let poor communication be a distraction from your message. Be an 

effective communicator so that what you mean is what is heard every time! 

Communicating Success    by   Debra-Anne Singleton 

How you  make  
con tac t  and  

commun icate  
w i th  o the rs  is  

c r i t i ca l  to  your  
success .   

 

Debra - Anne is a VPI Workforce Advisor at Lake Worth SLC  

   
   TTThe Reading Lab here at Palm Beach State is fortunate to 
have its voice heard in the world of textbook publishing.   Its 
methods of coaching have become a strong feature in the 
instructorôs manual of a new textbook:  Connect: College 
Reading by Ivan G. Dole and Leslie Taggart.  Our Reading 
Learning Specialist, Lyam Christopher, participated with a 
number of professors from around the country to help the 
authors complete the textbook.  Subsequently, Cengage 

Publishing asked him to co-author the textôs 
instructorôs manual with Professor Yvette 
Myrick of the Community College of 
Baltimore County.  Yvette wrote the chapter 
summaries and classroom exercises, and 
Lyam wrote the test bank.  Most importantly 
for our labs here, Lyam added a section to 
every chapter entitled ñReading Lab Tips for 
Tutoring Individuals.ò  These sections 
showcase some of the methods that our 
Reading Lab uses, approaches inspired by 
our SLCôs staff-training workshops.   

Reading Lab Gets Published  
Iôll get back to you.  

You can see that the old school side of 
my brain is rallying against some of the 
new technology. Although I can type and 
use a computer as well as the next person, I 
donôt like other people or machines doing 
all of my thinking for me. I have found 
mistakes on medical bills, prices not rolled 
back, discounts not applied, and utility me-
ters incorrectly read, to name just a few. I 
have come to appreciate my reading, math, 
and language skills very much when I have 
to deal with these issues.  

My friend owns a front-load washer, re-
cently replaced, I might add. The installers 
tilted it to the right instead of the left when 
they hooked it up. She read the installation 
instructions (what luck). Long story short: 
she got a new machine from the manufac-
turer. Tilting had damaged the electronics. 
It says just that in the installation instruc-
tions. Reading is everything!  

It is important to distinguish between 
when to use your brain and when to use 
technology. That new washing machine is 
a wonderful invention, but who will fix it 
when it breaks down? At what cost? 

It all boils down to basic skills.  
The SLC labs support mastering basic 

skills and becoming independent learners.  
Good, fast, cheap: pick two.  
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Math Equals Money 
By Jesse Rogers 

 ñWhen am I ever going to use this?ò  If I had a nickel for every time Iôve heard that phrase, 

well, who am I kidding; it still wouldnôt be all that profitable to be an educator.  But even so, the answer 

is that you already use math every day, often without even realizing it.  Any time you have $10 worth of 

gas and want to know if youôll be able to make it to your auntôs house, or if you hand the cashier a  $20 bill and speak up when 

you get back only $6 on your $12 purchase, or you sit down to plan your monthly budget, you are 

using math.  Math is the language of finance.  As the world learned in 2008-9, finance affects every 

one of us in dramatic ways. 

 Remedial prep courses may seem arduous and repetitive for some, but these courses lay the 

groundwork for the language of math in the same way that grammar and spelling drills do for the 

language of English. Beyond that, Algebra, Geometry, Statistics, and Calculus may not be used as 

frequently as arithmetic in day-to-day life, but that hardly means they are unimportant.  These 

branches of mathematics are the doorways to chemistry, physics, to architecture, to engineering, 

flight, medicine, and a host of other human endeavors.  The words of Roger Bacon ring as true today 

as they did when he wrote them in the middle ages, ñIf in other sciences we should arrive at certainty 

without doubt and truth without error, it behooves us to place the foundations of knowledge in mathematics.ò 

But hypothetically, letôs say that you donôt have your heart set on a high paying career in a branch of science that re-

quires math; what good is it to you then? Well, look at it this way - with a more complete understanding of math, how many 

households could have avoided signing predatory balloon payment mortgages and the bankruptcy and foreclosure which were 

sure to follow?  Maybe you donôt use math day in and day out, but when you are faced from time to time with the big decisions 

in life ï what benefits package to use, what pension plan to pick, what mortgage to sign - would you rather be someone who 

understands math, or someone who ñcleverlyò was able to avoid learning it? 

    At the SGA town hall on October 

13, a number of students brought up 

campus food service issues. I would 

like to share with them my experience sav-

ing an enormous amount of money annually by brown-bagging my lunch and bringing Brita pitcher-filtered water from home, in 

contrast to buying food from a vendor on or off campus and bottled beverages from machines.  The savings easily amounts to $1000 

to $1500 a year.  

     Five to eight dollars a day spent on lunch and snacks bought on campus or nearby can add up to $25 to $40 a week, times 50 

weeks a year = $1250 to $2000 a year.  Add on two to three dollars a day for bottled water or soda purchased from a vending ma-

chine, and you have another $10 to $15 a week, times 50 weeks a year = $500 to $750 a year.  Itôs conceivable that an individual 

could spend $1700 to $2700 a year for school-day food and beverages alone.  How do you square that with a student budget  

     Contrast that with what I do: nearly every day I pack a sandwich or a portion of leftovers plus my workout water bottle in a vinyl 

lunch bucket with a freeze pack inside it.  I try to keep on hand in my office healthy snacks such as almonds, fruits, protein bars, V-

8, and healthy cookies ï all purchased from a supermarket, not from a vending machine.  I estimate that I spend $2 to $5 a day on all 

my of work-day food (nothing on water), which adds up to $10 to $20 a week, times 50 weeks a year = $500 to $1000 a year. 

Consider what else I save besides money: time spent in lines or traffic, my physical and mental health, and my own little piece of the 

earthôs environment.  Whatôs wrong with that? 

     When it starts to feel like Iôm bringing the same tired, old sandwiches for lunch every day, I Google something like ñcreative al-

ternatives to sandwiches.ò Recently Iôve discovered sandwich thins spread with goat cheese or cream cheese plus sliced strawberries 

or tomatoes.  One of these costs me less than a dollar to make. 

     I know many studentsô lives are more hectic than my own, as they run from class to job and job to class, and it may be less con-

venient for them to economize this way than it is for me.  But it means a little time spent organizing and pre-planning meals, a lot of 

time not spent in food lines or driving to vendors.  And once youôre in the habit of planning and economizing, it gets much easier. 
 

Steve Arterburn is a Learning Specialist and SI supervisor in the Student Learning Center at Palm Beach State College, Lake Worth. 

Jesse Rogers is a Math 

Learning Specialist at  

the Eissey Campus and  

SLC Cluster Chair  

How a Little  

 

Can Preserve  

Budgets, Health, Time,  

Sanity, and the Environment.  

By Steve Arterburn 
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The Student Learning Center welcomes Debra-Anne and Bette to our team. 
They are located in ETA 238é.come by and say hello. 

�&�D�U�R�O�·�V���&�R�U�Q�H�U��Carol Bond, Manager Student Learning Center, Lake Worth 

SLC Welcomes New Employees  
 Debra -Anne Singleton  has joined the Vocational Preparatory Instruction 

(VPI) area of the Student Learning Center as a full-time Workforce Assessment Advisor. 
Debra-Anneôs past experience included work as a lab assistant for the VPI Lab working 
with prep students preparing for TABE in reading, math, and language. She was also an 
instructor for the College Prep Lab at Miami Dade College prior to coming to Palm Beach 
State. Her experience working one-on-one with prep students in reading, writing, and 
grammar is invaluable to our students who need TABE improvement.  

   Bette Miller  began work in the VPI area of 

the Student Learning Center January 2010 as a full-time Learning Specialist. 
Bette has had many years of tutoring experience with college and high school 

students. She has also worked with vocational students as an English instructor 
and a Reading Coordinator. Her expertise with vocational students will be a 

great asset to all of our PSAV students, who may need basic skills assistance 
with TABE for vocational prep. 

SLC Labs         Fall & Spring Hours  

Mon �² Thursday    8 -  8 

Friday    8 -  4 

Saturday  10 -  3 

Sunday  Closed  

Computer Lab  TC 204        868 -3799  

English Writing Lab  TC 214        868 -3794  

ETA Computer Lab  ETA 241      868 -3844  

Math Lab  ETA 230      868 -3208  

Reading/EAP Lab  TC 210        868 -3205  

Supplemental Instruction (SI)  TC 204        868 -3796  

Vocational Preparatory Instruction Lab (VPI)  ETA 235      868 -3795  


