
Math Awareness Week 
Event Descriptions 

 

Monday (April 3th, 2017)  
All events held in HT 103 

 

“THE MATH MYSTERY MATHEMATICS IN NATURE” (9:30AM – 10:20AM):  
A provocative exploration of math's astonishing power across the centuries; we discover 
math's signature in the swirl of a nautilus shell, the whirlpool of a galaxy, and the spiral in 
the center of a sunflower. It all leads to the ultimate riddle: Is math a human invention or 
the discovery of the language of the universe? 

 

“FRACTALS - HUNTING THE HIDDEN DIMENSION” (11:00AM – 12:00PM): 
You may not know it, but fractals, like the air you breathe, are all around you. Their 
irregular, repeating shapes are found in cloud formations and tree limbs, in stalks of 
broccoli and craggy mountain ranges, even in the rhythm of the human heart. In this film, 

NOVA takes viewers on a fascinating quest with a group of maverick mathematicians 
determined to decipher the rules that govern fractal geometry. 

 
 

 “THE MIDAS FORMULA” (2:00PM – 3:15PM): 
Stock market formula. BBC's Horizon presents The Midas Formula which is mathematical 
formula changes the world financial markets and capitalism. It could do the unthinkable - 
it took the risk out of playing the money-markets. To its inventors it brought the Nobel 
Prize for economics. To those who used it, it brought great wealth. But this glittering tale 
would end in tragedy. 

 
 

 
“HIDDEN FIGURES” (3:30PM – 5:45PM): 
The story of a team of African-American women mathematicians who served a vital role in NASA 

during the early years of the US space program. Come see how Math was used to save lives in 

one of the years Blockbuster hits! 

 
 

 
 

 

Tuesday (April 4th, 2017)  
All events held in HT 103 unless otherwise noted 
 

MATH AND POLITICS (9:30AM – 10:30AM): 
LEARNING SPECIALIST JESSE ROGERS   
In every physical science from chemistry, to physics, to optics, mathematics provides the 
foundation and framework which allows us to evaluate what is really true and false.  Our 
feelings and intuition are vulnerable to being fooled and tricked by illusions, but math is 
reliable.  Can mathematics be a tool for solving our most important political problems - and 
if so how? 
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PLATONIC LOVE BETWEEN DISCIPLINES (11:00AM – 12:00PM): 
PROFESSOR LUKACS  

LOCATION: TBA 
Cross-disciplinary studies show that each discipline has its own understanding of “what is” – that is, 
each discipline has its own special knowing. Instead of seeing math and humanities, for example, as 

different or conflicting ways of knowing, we should see it as a continuation or a complement to each 
other: each provides and challenges the other to dig deeper for truth. This understanding of perfection 
(or the idea that there is such thing as perfection) is rooted in Mathematics, as Plato wrote in The 
Republic. Hence, the constant dialogue between math and humanities is the ever ending search for the 

absolute Truth and the ultimate              goodness of humanity. 

 
 

STEAM Club Presentation (2:00PM – 3:15PM): 
Palm Beach State’s very own STEAM club will be giving a presentation on Mathematics in 
Gaming. Come see how your fellow students are using Mathematics. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

  
GOT GAME? (3:30PM – 4:45PM): 
LEARNING SPECIALIST JESSE ROGERS 
Everyone from a guy deciding who to ask on a date, to a hiring manager deciding how 
much to offer a new employee, to a military general devising a war strategy must make 
decisions which take into account the choices of other people.  What if I told you that all 
their own choices can be modeled, and the outcomes predicted mathematically?  Find out 
how game theory is used to forecast behavior, and can help you formulate strategies to 
obtain the outcomes you want.   

 

 
 
Wednesday (April 5th, 2017)  
All events held in HT 103 unless otherwise noted 

 
 

Denise Nunley (9:30AM – 10:45PM): 
Rock Paper Scissors...Can You Win?  

This talk will have students participate in playing the game Rock Paper Scissors with the intent 

of discovering the probabilities behind the game, and then looking at how to win at Rock Paper 

Scissors if it is possible or not. Pearson publishing company’s Denise Nunley has a BS in 

Mathematics from University of Nevada, Reno and a Masters in Curriculum and Instruction from 

Northern Arizona University. 
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“RUBIK’S CUBE COMPETITION” (11:00AM – 12:30PM): 
Dr. Laura Heath  
Are you a Cuber or a SpeedCuber? Have you ever wondered how to solve a Rubik’s Cube? 
Come to this session to test your speed or just to watch and be amazed. BYO Cube. Prizes 
for the fastest solvers. 

 

 

“SO YOU THINK YOU CAN’T MATH?” (2:00PM – 3:15PM): 
Have you fallen victim to the common myth that artistic people are not math-minded? Math 

professor Carrie Stevens is also a ballroom dance professional. Join her as she presents a case 

to convince you that math is creative and not only analytical. She will highlight connections 

between mathematics and music. 

. 

 
 
 
 

“LEARNING LABEL LINGO” (3:30PM – 4:45PM): 
DR. JUDITH SHARLIN  
Has supermarket shopping while trying to decipher nutrition food labels ever thrown you 
for a “loop”?  We will be looking at food labels (both current and newly proposed versions) 
and learning how to calculate nutrition facts.  This presentation will clarify the mysteries 
behind the food label and how to figure out how to understand basics such as:  how 
much is a serving size?  How can I figure out how much fat, carbohydrate and protein 
am I getting in a food product?  What are all of those percent’s listed on the label? 

  
 

 

 

Thursday (April 6th, 2017)  
 

EXOTIC FUNCTIONS OF MATHEMATICS (9:30AM – 10:45AM): 
PROFESSOR MIKE TALEBI  
Interesting applications and their underlying mathematical theories, beneficial to science, 
engineering and mathematics students will be presented. Professor Talebi will present 
Fourier series, Fourier Transform and its digital implementation in such a way that 
students with a background in Trigonometry, Calculus and Differential Equations will be 
able to see how calculus-level mathematics is applied in many high-tech science and 
engineering fields such as signal processing. Students enrolled in Calculus with interest in 
Engineering are strongly encouraged to attend. 

**This event has limited seating and is first come first serve, valuable door prizes 
given to participants at the end of the presentation**   ROOM HT 102 
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All events below held in HT 103 
 
 

MATH CAREER FAIR: (11:00AM – 1:00PM): 
PANEL OF COMMUNITY PROFESSIONALS 
Interesting applications and their underlying mathematical theories, beneficial to science, 
engineering and mathematics 

 

 

 
 

 

“SET TOURNAMENT” (2:00PM – 3:30PM): 
PROFESSOR BERTHIAUME  
SET is a fun card game that involves matching (or not matching) symbols.  We will start 
with some practice rounds to make sure everyone understands how to play and the PBSC 
rules.  Then we’ll get into a tournament similar to the World Series of Poker where the 
winner takes all.  Go to:  http://www.nytimes.com/ref/crosswords/setpuzzle.html?_r=1& 
for directions and daily practice games. 

 

 
 

“ARCHITECTURE” (3:30PM – 4:45PM): 
PROFESSOR PATEL 
This lecture will show the most innovative architectural projects created today using 
numerical data and information.  The presentation will show how data collection generates 
beautiful architectural forms and spaces. 

 

 

 

 

 


