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PALM BEACH COUNTY 
DUAL ENROLLMENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE 

 

Thursday, February 27, 2013 
PBSC Lake Worth Campus 

Room NS-129 
10:00 a.m. 

 
MINUTES 

 
Dr. Sass asked the committee if there were any further revisions to the January 24, 2013 DECC Minutes.  There were none and the 
committee approved these minutes. 
 
1. Finalize 2013-2014 DE Articulation Agreement 
  
Draft In General: Dr. Sass asked if there were any questions or comments on the draft of the DE Articulation Agreement before the 
page by page review. R. Johnson (PBSC) commented that in the current document, the member participant list includes the title of 
the participant where this draft includes only the names under each institution.  Robin pointed out that the titles were used both to 
show the level of participation as well as compensate for change in persons holding these titles.  The committee agreed that the 
position titles should be included in this document in addition to the participant’s name. 
 
R. Johnson (PBSC) also mentioned that Acronyms (Appendix E in the current document) were not included in this draft and thought 
these would be a useful addition to the document. The committee agreed. 
 
P. Barbatis (PBSC) mentioned that there was a lot of repetition of information throughout the draft.  J. Brynes (FAU) indicated that 
this was also true of the current agreement and that this was discussed in the writing of this draft.  It was decided that repetition was 
not a problem as long as the information was appropriate to the section it was included in.  The committee agreed. 
 
Action: Page 1 will include the addition of titles to the names of participants; an appendix will be added to the draft of acronyms.   
 
Section #1: When Dr. Sass asked if all the Career Pathways agreements should be included in Section 1, K. Gamble (PBSC) 
pointed out that a link to the existing agreements has replaced the full set of agreements in the articulation document for the past 
couple of years to limit the size of the document and allow for minor changes to the CP agreements as needed.  The committee 
agreed to continue with this format.  
 
B. Pletcher (FAU) indicated that FAU High School (D. Page 6) should be listed as Florida Atlantic University Charter Lab 9-12 High 
School.  J. Brynes (FAU) pointed out that the verbiage on the FAU High School would be changing and that she would send this to 
Dr. Sass’s office once the meeting completed.  Essentially, it was decided that FAU High School students will not be allowed to dual 
enroll at any other institution.   
 
K. Gamble (PBSC) pointed out that there was formatting inconsistencies within the section responses. The sections were numbered 
and within the section responses information was also started off as numbered. P. Barbatis (PBSC) asked if there was a standard 
formatting for this document and there was no consensus on what it was.  The committee agreed that within the section responses, 
the formatting would be corrected to follow outline formatting, with major headings within the responses to be treated as titles. Kathy 
also wondered if a statement should be included at the beginning of Section 1about how the existing articulation agreements are an 
addition to the DE agreement information but it was pointed out that that was included in the title of the section and so was not 
necessary. 
 
Action: Formatting of the section responses to match outline format, change the name of the FAU High School and verbiage 
denying FAU High School students DE outside of FAU. 
 
Section #2: P. Barbatis (PBSC) asked whether FAU currently offers regular DE information sessions and whether this verbiage 
should stay in this section (A. Guidance Services Page 6).  J. Brynes (FAU) indicated that regular information sessions are not held 
by FAU at this time but they do participate in the joint sessions at the high schools along with PBSC.  Jessica thinks the verbiage 
should stay in to provide the opportunity to offer regular sessions at FAU in the future.  The committee agreed. 
 
Action: Leave reference to FAU information sessions in first sentence under Guidance Services.  
 
Section #3: P. Barbatis (PBSC) pointed out that exceptions are not granted by PBSC for the 2.0 unweighted GPA for Vocational 
DE.  J. Marsh (PBCSD) agreed that a 2.0 GPA was the only standard allowed for high school permission to enroll in Vocational DE. 
The committee agreed that this statement in the second paragraph under C (page 8) under Vocational DE Program should be 
removed from the draft.  
 
R. Johnson brought up the issue of weighted versus unweighted high school GPA being accepted by Palm Beach State for DE 
eligibility.  Weighted GPAs were included many years ago into the DE agreement for Palm Beach State and no one could recall 
why.  Robin is in favor of removing HPA from the draft. K. Oswald (PBCSD) does not want to see this option removed from the draft 
until significant data can be obtained to verify that there is a problem with student success for those admitted with this weighted 
GPA.  E. Mueller had provided a sample of GPAs used for DE acceptance when this issue was discussed at January meeting. The 
committee discussed the difficulty in obtaining this data at the college and high school level because it is not electronically available 
in either environment.  At Palm Beach State it would need to be processed manually, the system at the high school does not keep a 
record of the GPA used for DE acceptance but overrides it each term with the current GPA.  Data would be needed to support any 



Last Revision:  February 20, 2013 

decision made and J. Cunningham (SBPBC) did not think the School Board would accept a sample but rather would want complete 
data to make a decision to approve removing the weighted GPA from the DE agreement.  The committee agreed that the criteria 
should be flexible but should not fall below the statute standard. 
 
L. Cartlidge (PBCSD) asked why this was an issue now?  P. Barbatis (PBSC) pointed out that assessing completion rates versus 
enrollment was a national trend.  The idea of community colleges being “open access” for all comers is being replaced with the 
evaluation of completion rates and job placement data to justify funding.  Since a mechanism needs to be established to make 
pulling the future GPA data at both Palm Beach State and the School District electronic, Peter agreed to provide the manual review 
of all the GPAs accepted for DE in addition to determining the success and failure rate of these students for this year’s GPA 
decision.  The data will be provided to the School District for their evaluation about the weighted GPA before the next meeting.  The 
decision about this wording in the draft on the accepted GPA for DE qualification will be postponed until that time.  
 
The committee agreed to combine the statements about the fact that DE students are limited to eight (8) semester hours per term, 
including summer term (E. Criteria for both Palm Beach State College and Florida Atlantic University, Page 9) to read as follows: 
 
“Semester hours for DE will be limited to eight (8) semester hours in each full fall term and spring term, and not exceed a total of 
eight (8) semester hours in the summer term, regardless of the number of institutions attended.” 
 
The committee also agreed to use this revised statement whenever the original appears in other sections.  
 
Further in this same narrative, the committee discussed the ** statement (E. 4

th
 paragraph, Page 9) about the treatment of grades of 

“W” for DE and EA students.  At PBSC, DE students cannot repeat a “W” grade as a DE student; EA students can repeat a “W” 
grade as an EA student.  At FAU, neither type of student may repeat a “W” grade.  J. Brynes (FAU) indicated that there is an 
increase in “W” grades for the DE students since students are advised by their high schools to enroll in more courses than they 
might want to take and withdraw from those that they find they are unsuccessful in.  The committee agreed that this is a policy 
contrary to the state statute and School District personnel will research where this is happening and work to limit the occurrence.  P. 
Barbatis (PBSC) thinks that students and parents also need to be educated more on the impact of the "W” grade on a student’s 
college transcript.  B. Pletcher (FAU) emphasized that FAU does count “W” grades negatively toward admission.  The committee 
agreed to remove the statement between the **__ ** about “W” grades for DE students but wanted further data on how many DE 
and EA students repeat “W” grades.  Peter agreed to collect this information for PBSC DE students related to course success to 
share with the committee.  
 
Under F. Other Criteria (page 10), J. Brynes (FAU) pointed out that the typo in the second sentence should be fixed to read 
“Students may only register for three PBSC College of Business courses-…”  
 
Action: P. Barbatis (PBSC) Gather data on GPA related success rates to be shared with the School District for a decision on what 
GPA to use for DE qualification and postpone decision on wording in the draft until March meeting.  P. Barbatis (PBSC) will gather 
data on DE student “W” grades. Combine “eight (8) semester hours statement; remove DE “W” statement; Correct College of 
Business typo. 
 
Section #4: No changes to Section 4. 
  
Section #5: Under A.1. (Page 11) the committee agreed to remove the second paragraph statement starting with “A total of eight 
(8)…” and add “regardless of the number of institutions attended.” to the end of the last sentence in paragraph 3 (Page 12).   
 
B. Gillespie (PBCSD) pointed out the addition of the increased GPA for EA eligibility under C. Early Admission, paragraph 2, (Page 
12) and the committee did not agree that it should be included in the DE agreement at this time until the student success rate 
related to GPA requirements had been researched more fully.  R. Johnson (PBSC) specified that that this statement was qualified 
as being proposed for Fall 2014.  The committee agreed to leave the GPA at 3.0 and revise the proposal statement to read: 
(Proposed increase to 3.2 GPA for Fall 2014.)  
 
Action: Correct the “Total of eight (8)…” reference in second paragraph, and revise EA eligibility GPA to 3.0 with corrected proposal 
statement. 
 
Section #6: In B. Weighting of this section (Page 13), the committee agreed to remove the reference to PBSC and FAU since only 
the high school does GPA weighting.  FAU does its own weighting of DE GPAs but this is in relation to FAU admission purposes not 
in relation to Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate or Advanced International Certificate of Education courses; this is 
only done at the high school. 
 
Action: Remove PBSC and FAU from first statement under B of section.   
 
Section #7: J. Brynes (FAU) pointed out a typo in the end of the 4

th
 paragraph in this section (Page 14).  “PBSC” should be 

replaced with “official”.  P. Barbatis (PBSC) asked if the reference to Gordon Rule should still be included in this document.  E. 
Mueller (PBSC) clarified that though a word count is no longer done, Gordon Rule requirements for writing are still in effect.  K. 
Gamble (PBSC) added that the PBSC catalog still provides the “GR” reference on both General Education courses and in the 
general course listing. The committee agreed that the Gordon Rule reference should be kept. 
 
P. Barbatis (PBSC) requested a correction to the last statement in this section. (Page 14) PBSC does not allow exceptions for any 
DE or EA course to be taken Pass/Fail.  All credit DE or EA courses must be taken for a letter grade. The only credit courses less 
than three allowed are lab courses that are corequisites of lecture courses.  E. Greenfield (PBCSD) indicated this language 
originated from when FAU Honors College required a one credit strategies course that was graded Pass/Fail to be taken by all DE 
student.  B. Pletcher (FAU) indicated she would research this to confirm but she thought this strategy course was no longer required 
and L. Cartlidge (PBCSD) agreed.   The committee agreed to change this statement to add “credit” to the type of course and remove 
the statement “unless required by PBSC or FAU and/or noted in exceptions.” 
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Action: Keep Gordon Rule reference in this section and correct last statement in section about Pass/Fail exceptions. 
 
Section #8: No Corrections t Section 8. 
 
Section #9: P. Barbatis (PBSC) noted that in the first bullet under A (page 15), “guidance” should be removed from the high school 
counselor reference.  This reference had been updated in the rest of the document. 
 
Action: Remove “guidance” from first bullet. 
 
Section #10: B. Gillespie (PBCSD) asked that the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools acronym be checked in reference 
to high schools-she thought the name had recently changed.  Dr. Sass indicated that this would be checked. 
 
E. Mueller (PBSC) asked if students were eligible for club participation according to this agreement (reference to E., Page 18).  The 
committee agreed that DE/EA students could participate in extracurricular activities.  Since this section is about expectations of 
DE/EA faculty, the wording does not need to change but there was speculation that there may be potential discussions about 
student liability and parental consent for these activities that may be addressed for future agreement drafts. 
 
Action: Do SACS CASI acronym check. 
 
Section #11: L. Cartlidge (PBCSD) asked if the supervision fee required by the Honors College of Sun Coast DE instructor was 
required of any other high school.  B. Pletcher (FAU) indicated Sun Coast was the only high school this affected.  Linda thought that 
the process should be spelled out somewhere, not necessarily in this agreement, on the Consultant Contract process so that other 
schools do not have the issues that were encountered this year.  The committee did not see the need to include extra verbiage at 
this time. 
 
P. Barbatis (PBSC) asked that the verbiage for the bullet describing Kits, equipment, etc. (C. Page 19) in this section be replaced 
with that of Section #14 under Instructional Materials and Fees (Page 20) since it covers the same topic and is more descriptive of 
what is covered.  The committee agreed to this change. 
 
Action: Keep FAU supervisor fee statement as is; change Kits, equipment, etc. statement.  
 
Section #12: The committee agreed to replace the bulleted section of Section #12 with the verbiage of the bulleted wording of 
Section #4 (Page 10) because the wording is more descriptive. 
 
Action: Revision of bulleted section. 
 
Section #13: As in Section 6 (Page 13), the PBSC and FAU reference (Page 21) should be removed from the statement concerning 
weighting high school DE courses. 
 
Action: Remove PBSC and FAU reference from first sentence.  
 
Section #14: When asked B. Pletcher (FAU) indicated that FAU does not send PERT scores to other schools when requested.  J. 
Brynes (FAU) stated that this was the FAU Testing Center policy to keep track of the state requirement that a student was only 
allowed to take the PERT twice at the high school level and twice at the college level.  B. Gillespie (PBCSD) commented that since 
the student has a right to these scores.  E. Mueller (PBSC) mentioned that this state policy in general is difficult to track especially 
as schools all have their own policies to deal with the state requirement.  No wording change was generated from this discussion.  
 
The committee agreed to replace the bullets under B. Payment of Instructors (Page 22) with the wording of the bullets addressing 
the same topic under Section #11, A. (Page 19) because of better wording.  
 
Action: Replace bulleted statements with those from Section #11, A. (Page 19) 
 
 
THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE MARCH 21

st
, 10:00 a.m.-12 noon in NS 129. 

 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
 

 Andrews, Janis  Edmunds, Mary  Lang, Susan  Oswald, Keith 

 Barbatis, Peter  Gamble, Kathleen  Lee, Joseph  Perla, Melanie 

 Brynes, Jessica  Gillespie, Beth  Licata, Peter  Pletcher, Barbara 

 Caldwell, Susan  Greenfield, Eunice  Marsh, Jeraline  Reese, Nancy 

 Cartlidge, Linda  Hendricks, Jeffrey  McIsaac, Penny  Sass, Sharon A. 

 Crocetti, Mario  Johnson, Robin  Mueller, Edward  Willey, Edward 

 Cunningham, John  Kutchner, Wendy     

 


