
 
 MUSIC CLUSTER MINUTES 

Monday, May 10, 2010 

4:00-6:00 p.m. 

HU 127, Lake Worth Campus 

 

 

The General Education Assessment Committee has selected two learning outcomes for the College to 

 target for improvement. They are, 

 

Communications:  Develop effective reading, writing, speaking, listening, and nonverbal  

communication skills for a variety of audiences. 

 

Quantitative Reasoning:  Use college-level mathematical concepts and methods to understand,  

analyze, and explain issues in quantitative terms. 

 

 

ITEM  1. Please indicate what has been done this semester, or this past fall, in your cluster (or 

individual classes) to support these two general education learning outcomes? Be 

specific. 

 

Discussion:  Our general education courses include reading assignments as well as writing assignments 

(Gordon Rule class).  In some sections (especially honors), students make presentations to 

the class (involving public speaking).  Classroom lecture in these classes and MUT courses 

involves listening skills.   

 

 Music performance classes (ensembles) involve a great deal of listening skills.  Students 

must listen carefully to the conductor/director to follow instructions and directions.  Of 

course, a lot of focus is put on developing the students’ listening skills related to music, 

whether that is listening to and analyzing their own performance, listening to others in an 

ensemble, or listening to other performances (live and recording). This is also true in the 

student applied lessons.  Nonverbal communication is also important in performing 

ensembles.  In ensembles where there is a conductor, students must learn to watch the 

conductor and “read” his/her signals.  When there is no conductor, students must watch 

each other and learn to communicate nonverbally while they are playing/singing in order to 

perform well as a unit.  Vocalists especially must also learn to communicate the meaning 

of the text of their songs through both musical/vocal means as well as nonverbal skills 

(physical demeanor, performance). 

 

Data/data source:  (where appropriate) 

 

Action:  

 

 

 



ITEM  2. What will be done in your cluster, or individual classes, next fall semester that is new 

to support these two learning outcomes? Be specific. 

 

Discussion: In Recital Seminar, students will be expected to introduce themselves and the music they 

will be performing.  This will help them develop some public speaking skills. 

 

Data/data source:  (where appropriate) 

 

Action: Make plans to include instruction on introductions as part of Recital Seminar activities. 

 

ITEM  3 Textbook Policy 

 

Discussion:  It has come to the cluster’s attention that we do not have a textbook procedure on file.  

Members recall discussing this matter several years ago, but apparently these policies were 

not recorded at that time.  The cluster compared procedures from other clusters and 

developed a textbook procedure for the music cluster. 

 

Data/data source:  Sample textbook procedures from other clusters 

 

Action: Music Cluster textbook procedure adopted (see attached document) 

 

ITEM  4 Supplemental textbook for MUL 1010 

 

Discussion:  The music cluster discussed Allen Webber’s new textbook (The History of Music 

Expounded in Verse).   It was proposed as a supplemental textbook for MUL 1010.  

Several adjunct faculty (Bethea, Locke-Williams, Smith, Naegele) have indicated a wish to 

use this book in their classes.  The music cluster did not feel that it would be appropriate to 

require all sections and all faculty to use the textbook, but they did feel it would be 

appropriate to approve it as an optional supplemental text.  Instructors would not be 

required to use the text.  Instead, they could choose to adopt it for use in their classes as a 

required supplemental text.  

 

Data/data source:  Draft copies of Prof. Webber’s textbook.  Emails from adjunct faculty. 

 

Action: The music cluster unanimously approved adopting The History of Music Expounded in 

Verse by Allen Webber as an optional supplemental textbook for MUL 1010.  Michael 

MacMullen will work on the textbook orders to identify which faculty have chosen to use 

the book and to ensure that appropriate textbooks are ordered. 

 

ITEM  5 Textbook for MVS 1116 

 

Discussion:  In the past, the cluster had approved two textbooks that could be used for MVS 1116, one 

by Mel Bay and one by Christopher Parkening.  The instructor of the course had the option 

of choosing one of the two textbooks for use.  For the past several years, the instructors of 

this class have chosen to use the Mel Bay textbook.  The current instructor, Thomas Smith, 

has requested to use the Christopher Parkening text. 

 

Data/data source:  Old textbook list (via phone call with Kathleen Gamble) 

 

Action: The music cluster unanimously reconfirmed the use of the Christopher Parkening Guitar 

Method as a textbook for MVS 1116. 

 



 

ITEM  6 Approved Curricular actions 

 

Discussion:  The cluster reviewed the cluster actions which had recently been approved by the 

curriculum committee. 

 Requirement of passing grade of C or better in prerequisite MUT courses. 

 Listing of specific ensemble course corequisites for Applied Lesson courses.  Some 

courses list multiple ensembles which the student can choose from. 

 Co-requisite of MVK 1111A (Class Piano 1) for MUT 1241 

 

The effects of the MVK 1111A co-requisite were discussed.  Enrollment in MVK 1111A 

will probably increase as a result of this action.  Students who already have some piano 

skills may test out of this co-requisite.  Students who are taking applied piano (MVK 1311) 

will also be exempt from the co-requisite. 

 

Data/data source:  Curriculum Committee meeting minutes 

 

Action: Additional sections of MVK 1111A (five total) will be added to the fall schedule.  Robert 

Jones will develop an evaluation exam for students who wish to test out of the MVK 

1111A co-requisite.   

 

OTHER. 
 

Attendance: David Gibble Robert Jones Allen Webber 

Michael MacMullen    
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[name], Scribe 

 

c. Minutes Distribution List 



 
 Palm Beach Community College  
Academic Affairs  
Cluster Textbook Procedure  
Date: 05/11/10  
Cluster: MUSIC  
Procedure: General Education courses (MUH 2018, MUL 1010, MUT 1001) will have a single 
textbook, selected by the cluster, which will be used for all sections at all campus by all instructors. 
The cluster may also approve a supplemental textbook(s). In that case, all instructors would not be 
required to use the supplemental text, but faculty members could decide individually if they wished 
to adopt the textbook and make it a required textbook for their sections.  
For other music courses, the each full-time faculty member will select the textbooks for the course 
in the area of his/her specialization: Allen Webber – music theory, Robert Jones – piano/keyboard, 
Michael MacMullen – voice/choral, David Gibble – instrumental/jazz. Adjunct faculty may also 
recommend a textbook for the class(es) in their area to the appropriate full-time faculty member. 
Once selected, that textbook will be used for all sections of that course. Many courses (applied 
lessons, ensembles) do not have required textbooks. In those classes, the instructor chooses music 
to be performed or learned by the student according to the level and needs of the student(s).  
Rationale for Procedure: The cluster feels that the use of a single text for General Education courses 
is important for consistency between different instructors and campuses. For other courses, the 
cluster believes that the faculty member who is the specialist in a given area is competent to select 
the textbooks for that area.  
Note: If procedure to be implemented required voting, please indicate how the vote was tallied 
(i.e., one person, one vote; cluster chair ability to vote; who is eligible to vote – sub-cluster or full 
cluster).  
Voting Procedure:For textbook choices that require a cluster vote (General Education course), the 
full cluster will vote – one person, one vote. A majority decision vote will be needed to approve a 
textbook. If a cluster member is the author of a textbook under consideration, he/she will be 
included in the discussion but will not have a vote  
Academic Dean’s Council Action:  
Approved  
Not Approved Rationale:  
 
Date:  
Vice President for Academic Affairs  
Approved  
Not Approved  
Signature:  
Date: 


