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 POLITICAL SCIENCE/GEOGRAPHY CLUSTER 

Wednesday, March 26, 2014 

1:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

Lake Worth Campus 

 

Before separating, the Political Science/Geography Cluster met first with the full Social Sciences Cluster and 

discussed the General Education Assessment Packet. 

 

ITEM  1. Textbooks for Fall 2014 (and Spring 2015) 

 

Discussion: Cluster members expressed concern that two textbooks currently in use among both fulltimers 

and adjuncts are now available in new edition: For Political Science (POS1001), Roskin’s Political 

Science: An Introduction has been updated to the 13e, and for Geography (GEA1000), deBlij’s Regions is 

now in the 16e. College policy (and now proposed state policy) aims at using the same textbook for at 

least three years to help keep student costs down, and the cluster remains very concerned that switching to 

a new edition of the same book is as costly as changing to a completely different one. Despite our best 

efforts in the past, this has been a tough standard to meet because we have found that once a new edition 

is available, the publisher stops printing and providing sufficient copies of the older editions. Even 

changing to a customized Palm Beach State edition didn’t work because the publisher stopped printing 

that, too, and sent the newer edition to the bookstore anyway, even without it being officially adopted by 

the cluster. In the past, faculty and students have been forced into the new edition by the limited 

availability of the older edition created by the publisher. 

 

For the 2014-15 year, the cluster hopes to effect a change. We will continue to use the older editions of 

Roskin (12e) and deBlij (15e). We are not adopting the new editions, and we will make a concerted effort 

to ensure that there are sufficient used copies of the older edition in the bookstore to adequately meet 

student enrollment needs. In addition, both students and adjunct faculty will be informed that the older 

editions are the officially adopted books for the courses and that they should not buy or accept use of the 

newer texts. 
 

Data/data source:  (where appropriate): Various textbooks, both print and e-versions, for Political Science 

(POS1001) and Geography (GEA1000), along with proposed service agreements from different 

publishers. 

 

Action: Cluster members unanimously decided to stay with the same editions of the textbooks currently in 

use for both Political Science (POS1001) and Geography (GEA1000) and directed Shari MacLachlan and 

Department Chairs Victor Aikhionbare and Terry Randolph to begin a dialogue with the bookstores 

across campuses to ensure that there will be enough used copies of both texts to accommodate all enrolled 

students through the Fall 2014 and Spring 2015 terms. 
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ITEM  2. Common Assessment Implementation and Evaluation. 

 

Discussion: Cluster members discussed the common assessment, the various ways that it is being 

administered to the general education POS and GEA classes and ways that it could be changed and 

improved. Cluster members carefully reviewed the General Education Assessment packet, responding to 

each of the questions, and reviewed the data from the inaugural implementation of the assessment in the 

Fall 2013 term. Some faculty members were including the common assessment questions in tests one at a 

time throughout the term, while others administered the assessment all at once at the end of the term. 

 

Cluster members agreed to keep both the POS and GEA assessments the same in terms of the number and 

types of questions; however, the cluster also agreed that all faculty would administer the common 

assessment all at once at the end of each term. It was agreed unanimously that consistent administration of 

the assessment would lead to better and more accurate results and data (for reporting to the Institutional 

Research and Effectiveness Office) that could be analyzed and used to improve student performance and 

success.  

 

 

Data/data source:  (where appropriate) Common assessment questions for POS and GEA classes, the 

General Education Assessment Packet and data from the pilot administration of the assessment in the Fall 

2013 term. 

 

Action: The cluster unanimously directed Shari MacLachlan to consolidate the information and the cluster 

consensus and submit the completed General Education Assessment packet to the IRE Office before the 

April 25th deadline. 

 

 

OTHER.  None.  
 

Attendance:  

Victor Aikhionbare   Andrew Luma  Shari MacLachlan  Terry Randolph 

 

Submitted by: 

 

 

 

Shari L. MacLachlan, Scribe 

 

c. Minutes Distribution List 


