
 
 

Agenda/Meeting MINUTES 

October 27, 2009 

1:30 – 3:00 p.m. 

Lake Worth Campus 

Following Developmental Ed Cluster Meeting in TC110 at 1:30pm 

 

 

ITEM 1. Please review your cluster’s courses on the new course outlines database at 

http://www.pbcc.edu/x17364.xml. Please check the information that was submitted from 

your cluster. 

 

Discussion: Cluster members reviewed course outlines as requested. 

 

Data/data source:  (where appropriate) 

 

Action: Members confirmed information on course outlines is accurate. 

 

ITEM 2. Florida Exit Exam for Fall 2009 and Spring 2010. 

 

Discussion: Members voted via email to administer Form G of the exit exam Fall Term 2009.  At 

today’s cluster meeting, members voted to use Form C/D of the exit exam.   

  

Data/data source:  (where appropriate) 

 

Action: See “discussion” above. 

 

ITEM 3. Discuss new textbook, Reading and All That Jazz, for REA0002 and online resources. 
 

 

Discussion: The cluster discussed issues/concerns that arose after using the textbook the first 8 weeks 

of the semester. Gladys Montalvo indicated the textbook does not compliment her teaching 

style, and she is not happy with the organization.  Gladys feels the level of difficulty is not 

appropriate for the Level II reading course.  In addition, the book contains many errors and 

insufficient practice exercises.  Rita Sheldon agreed that the content needs to be higher 

level and supplemental materials lack quality and accuracy.  Sherry Hall has received 

similar complaints from adjunct faculty at the Boca campus.  And, Leslie Sherman 

indicated she too is unhappy with the text.  It was noted that full-time reading faculty take 

into consideration the expert opinions of adjuncts, giving more weight to the feedback 

from adjuncts since full-time faculty can select their own textbooks. The cluster agreed 

Reading and All That Jazz will be used Spring Term 2010, but a change is required for Fall 

2010.  The cluster will request additional input from adjuncts and asks that full-time and 

adjunct faculty submit their recommendations for alternative textbooks to the Cluster 

Chair, Rita Sheldon.  Rita will contact publishers and request desk copies for all campuses.  

 

Data/data source:  (where appropriate) 

http://www.pbcc.edu/x17364.xml


 

Action: Reading and All That Jazz will be utilized Spring Term 2010, but the cluster’s goal is to 

change the REA0002 textbook for Fall 2010.  The cluster will evaluate textbooks in the 

spring, and narrow the textbook selection to three titles by Professional Development Day 

in March, 2010, at which time the cluster will vote for the text of choice. 

 

ITEM 4. Should students be required to complete labs on the campus where they are taking the 

reading class? 

 

Discussion: There are many variations on lab assignments from campus to campus; therefore, students 

should be required to complete the labs at the campus where they are taking the course.  

Faculty should include a statement in their syllabi.   

 

Data/data source:  (where appropriate) 

 

Action: All full-time and adjunct faculty should include a statement in their syllabi indicating that 

labs must be completed at the campus where students are enrolled for the course.  

Department Chairs should add this statement to the standard syllabus provided to adjunct 

faculty. 

 

ITEM 5. Leslie Sherman and Pamela Mason-Egan taught in a learning community this term.  Leslie 

will share her observations with us. 
 

Discussion: Leslie Sherman and Pamela Mason-Egan linked a prep reading course with a strategies 

class this semester.   Prof. Sherman discussed the value of linking classes into learning 

communities.  The learning community that she's doing with Dr. Mason-Egan 

links Strategies, Reading, and the Reading Lab in a number of ways.  The two 

professors share 4 class assignments in common, communicate regularly through email, 

encourage students to form study groups, and monitor student progress in the Reading 

Lab.  Time management is the major theme of focus in both classes.  In addition, the lab 

has been assigning summary exercises called "tactical reviews," which students will 

combine into a single written assignment for their reading class.  The success of the 

Reading class in this learning community is being compared to that of another Reading 

class that is not linked.  Results of this comparison will be available in the spring term.   

 

Data/data source:  (where appropriate) 

 

Action:  

 

 

OTHER. Is it time to evaluate textbooks for the Level I reading course as well? 

 

Discussion: The Effective Reader has been used for two years in the REA0001 course.  The cluster 

would like feedback from faculty concerning this textbook before deciding whether a 

change is necessary.  The cluster asks that faculty offer specific feedback, providing 

concrete examples.  For instance:  Does the textbook cover all course objectives?  Is the 

difficulty level of the material appropriate for the course?  Does the text provide suitable 

and adequate practice exercises? List 3 to 5 things they like about the text.  List 2 to 3 

things they do not like about the text.  List 2 to 3 reading selections their students enjoy.   

 

Data/data source:  (where appropriate) 

 



Action: Full-time and adjunct faculty should forward comments concerning the REA0001 text to 

Rita Sheldon via email.  As indicated above, please provide specifics. 

 

Attendance: Rita Alonso-Sheldon Michelle Biferie Lyam Christopher 

 Kathryn Darling Sherry Hall Gladys Montalvo 

 Leslie Sherman Wesley Wells  

 

Submitted by: 

 

 

 

Rita Alonso-Sheldon, Scribe 
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