
 

 
 

STRATEGIES MEETING MINUTES 
October 29, 2013 

2:00—4:00pm 

LW Campus, BA 134 

 

ITEM 1. FYE Conference 

 

Discussion:  Because the FYE Conference is out of state, the College will only fund travel for 2 faculty 

members. As such, we decided Jeanette Sullivan and Manny Larenas will submit requests 

for SP&D funds to attend. Jeanette is still waiting to hear if her presentation proposal has 

been accepted.  

 

ITEM 2. Course Revision/Curriculum Changes 

 

Discussion:  Manny Larenas presented the proposed changes to the SLS 1501 course during the last 

Curriculum Committee meeting. The committee approved the proposed changes and have 

mandated all FTIC students seeking an Associate of Arts degree take SLS 1501. 

Additionally, AA students transferring into PBSC with less than 14 credits also will be 

required to take SLS 1501. At the time of our cluster meeting, a decision had not been 

reached to determine if SLS 1501 will be required for Associate of Science degree-seeking 

students.   

 

ITEM 3. Textbook Adoption 

 

Discussion: The cluster recommended the following textbooks for review: 

 

 Student Success in College by Christine Harrington 

 FOCUS on College & Career Success by Connie Staley 

 Your College Experience: Strategies for Success by Howard Gardner, A. Jerome Jewler, & 

Betsy Barefoot 

 Becoming a Master Student by Dave Ellis 

 POWER Learning by Robert S. Feldman 

 Strategies for College Success: Building Analytical, Creative, and Practical Skills by Carol 

Carter, Joyce Bishop, & Sarah Lyman Kravits (Current textbook)  

 

Monica Hamlin suggested we give serious consideration to concise editions of these 

textbooks when one is available. Mark Hendrix, Linda Williams, Joyce Kevetos, Sophia 

Munro, and Jyrece McClendon have agreed to serve on the textbook selection committee. 

The committee will be charged with evaluating the textbooks, meeting with the textbook 

publishers, and narrowing the list down to the top 3. These highest rated textbooks will be 

brought back to the entire cluster for a final decision.  

 



Action: Jyrece McClendon will contact those who volunteered to serve on the committee to 

coordinate a meeting with textbook publishers before the Thanksgiving holiday.   

  

 Once arrangements have been made, Jyrece will contact the entire cluster to elicit 

questions we should ask of the various publishers. 

  

 Mark Hendrix will develop a rubric we will use to evaluate the different textbooks with 

input of the cluster. 

 

ITEM 4. Teaching SLS in Alternate Formats 

 

Discussion: Sophia Munro showed the cluster the fully online SLS course she developed and will teach 

in Spring 2014. Jyrece McClendon shared the SLS hybrid class she is currently teaching. 

Both courses require some tweaking at this time, but can be reviewed with other faculty 

members who are interested. 

  

 Manny Larenas and Joyce Kevetos shared their experiences teaching 8-week sections of 

SLS 1501 this semester.    

 

OTHER. 
 

Welcome to Linda Williams, the new temporary full-time faculty on LW campus. 

 

Everyone in the cluster will use the new course name, description, and learning outcomes when posting 

syllabi for Spring 2014 semester. 

  

Manny Larenas is going through the process of creating an honors section of SLS 1501. 

 

Attendance: 

   

Jyrece McClendon 

Joyce Kevetos 

Sophia Munro 

Pam Mason-Egan 

Monica Hamlin 

Manuel Larenas 

Linda Williams 

Freddie Bennett 

Magdala Ray 

Mark Hendrix 

Jeanette Sullivan 

Dakota Stewart-Dick 

Dr. Barry Moore 

 

   

    

Submitted by: 

 

 

Jyrece McClendon 

Jyrece McClendon, Scribe 
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