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AGENDA/MEETING MINUTES 

Accounting Cluster 

March 24, 2009 

12:45 pm – 1:30 pm, 2:00 pm – 2:45 pm 

BA 307 

 

 

ITEM 1. Accounting Honor’s Class 

  

Discussion: Professor Stuart-Tuggle described the details related to the process of the creation of an 

Honors class for ACG2022 Financial Accounting.   Professor Stuart-Tuggle explained that 

there are no longer “honors projects” just “honors classes”.  She further explained that the 

first step in the process is to gain the approval of the Accounting Cluster (henceforth 

referenced in these minutes as “The Cluster”).  An assorted number of other related 

questions were raised and discussed.    

 

Data/data source:  Professor Stuart-Tuggle 

  

Action: The proposal was tabled until more information related to two or three related matters can be 

ascertained.  

  

ITEM 2. BAS Program 

 

Discussion:   Laurie Gainor, Academic Coordinator BAS Program, asked if Accounting faculty are 

interested in teaching courses in the BAS program.  The Cluster told her that they would let 

her know via e-mail.  Laurie will also be available to speak to classes regarding the program. 

 

Data/data source: None 

 

Action:   The Cluster told Laurie they would contact her if they were interested.  

 

ITEM 3. ACG2022 Financial Accounting textbook – Enhanced version 

     

Discussion: Professor Pate provided an enhanced version of the 9
th

 edition of the textbook the cluster uses 

in ACG2022 Financial Accounting.  The enhanced version of the text is a paperback and 

includes a short section on the codification of GAAP and a letter to students with a “Plan for 

Success”.  Cluster members noted that some if not all of this information was available 

online.  

 

Data/data source: Cengage Publishing 

 

Action: The Cluster voted to retain the original 9
th

 edition text sans the enhancements.  
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ITEM 4.                APLIA Software 

  

Discussion:            Candice Mellon, Textbook Representative for Cengage Publishing, demonstrated homework  

       software by a company named “APLIA”.  Upon completion of the demonstration, the  

       Cluster asked several relevant questions regarding the software, including anticipated cost to  

       the students.  Ms. Mellon stated that the software could be purchased directly from the   

       company via the internet, avoiding the bookstore markup.  Ms. Mellon offered to provide the  

       Cluster with an official cost sheet.  Ms. Mellon also offered to come to each individual class  

       to demonstrate the mechanics and advantages of the software. Ms. Mellon also brought  

       brownies.  To dispel any rumors, Professor Pate only had two brownies.  

 

Data/data source: Candice Mellon, Cengage Publishing Representative 

 

Action:                   The Cluster voted to allow each Cluster member to choose individually whether or not to  

       offer the software to their students.  This would only be done if the approximate costs  

       quoted were compared favorably to the Cost Sheet to be provided by Ms. Mellon.  

 

ITEM 5.                Book Policy for Distance Education Classes 

  

Discussion:            Professor Pate presented the idea to allow each Cluster member to choose his/her own  

       textbook for pure online courses.  If approved, this exception would be a departure from the  

       Cluster-approved rule of one book for the entire cluster.  The rationalization given for this  

       proposal centered around the extraordinary amount of time involved in building a course in  

       Blackboard.  If a new textbook is not to be chosen until the next school year, some faculty  

       may feel discouraged from creating online classes until the new text is identified to avoid the  

       need for substantive revisions.  

 

Data/data source: None 

 

Action:                   The Cluster voted to not allow this exception.  

 

ITEM 6. Confirmation of ACG2022 Financial Accounting textbook review dates 

     

Discussion: Professor Pate reviewed the time table previously established to review and implement the 

new text for ACG2022 Financial Accounting.  Per the time table, textbooks would be 

reviewed in the Fall of 2009 with implementation to commence with the Fall semester of 

2010. 

 

Data/data source: Previous Cluster notes 

 

Action: The Cluster confirmed the previous time table.  

 

ITEM 7. Identification of needed supplements for the new ACG2071 Managerial Accounting 

textbook   
 

Discussion:           Professor Pate asked the Cluster to let him know what supplements they are missing so that 

he can secure these from the textbook representative as soon as possible for each member of 

the Cluster. Some members stated that they had not even received the text.   
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Action:                  Each Cluster member communicated to Professor Pate which supplements and text they were 

missing.  Professor Pate stated that he would contact the textbook representative to secure 

these items for each member of the Cluster.    

   

ITEM 8. Update on ACG2022 Financial Accounting Proposal 

 

Discussion:           Associate Dean Peggy Adams-King and Professor Pate discussed with the Cluster their  

                              recent appearance at the Dean’s Council meeting to discuss the Cluster proposal to break  

                             ACG2022 Financial Accounting up into two 3 credit hour courses.  Associate Dean Peggy  

                             Adams-King discussed the simulated schedule she had been asked to prepare to determine the  

                             feasibility of the idea.  She stated that she saw no major obstacles to overcome.  Associate   

                             Dean Peggy Adams-King is to report her findings to Dean Ginger Pedersen.  Dean Pedersen  

                             will take Associate Dean Adams-King’s report back to Dean’s Council and to the Vice  

                             President of Academic Affairs, Dr. Sharon Sass, to serve as part of the basis for further  

                             discussion.  

 

                             Professor Pate also reiterated that the students would not “lose” the extra 2 credit hours  

                             earned.  The extra 3 credit hours earned can be used as elective credit at FAU and most, if not  

                             all, other Florida state universities.  In informal surveys, Professor Pate stated that he has  

                             found that students are very open to this idea.  The way it is now, students have to find a 2  

                             credit hour class to match it with the 1 credit hour from ACG2022 (the class is currently 4  

                             credit hours).  This process has turned out to be quite challenging for our students, given the  

                             limited number of 2 credit hour courses available.  The students eventually just take another 3  

                             credit hour class and "waste" the 1 credit hour left over from ACG2022.  

 

                             Professor Pate also reiterated to the Cluster how much work and support Associate Dean  

                             Peggy Adams-King had provided for this proposal.  Regardless of the outcome of the  

                             proposal, Associate Dean Adams-King has the appreciation and gratitude of the Cluster for  

                             her hard work.    

 

Data/data source: None 

 

Action:                 None.  

 

 

OTHER.   

 

 Attendance:   

Glenn Pate  

John Murphy  

Emmanuel Danso  

Robin D’Agati 

Gracelyn Stuart-Tuggle 

Peggy Adams-King 

Laurie Gainor (guest) 
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