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March 24, 2009 
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Lake Worth Campus – NS 138 

 
 

ITEM [1].  Follow-up from Morning Session: What best practices and teaching strategies 
were discussed at your round table conversations that would apply to this 
cluster’s discipline? 

              
Discussion:   The cluster agreed that they would like to see biology discipline-specific seminars 

available during PDD in the future.  They also agreed that they would like to be 
asked what topics should be covered and then have a choice of seminars, as we 
have done in the past.  They indicated that the hard copies of their discussions 
were collected and small groups were able to discuss what was pertinent. 

 
ITEM [2].  Addition of a Prep Science course to the online curriculum. 
 
Discussion:   If approved, a sub-committee to be established to investigate creation of a course 

to prepare students for college science classes.  As a minimum, the sub-
committee would  need to assign a course number and develop a preliminary 
course outline.  The group discussed this at length and agreed that a one credit 
course to better prepare students for science classes would be very beneficial.  
The group discussed whether or not to make the course mandatory for all classes, 
or only prior to entering BSC2085 and BSC1010.   

 
Action: A motion was made and passed unanimously to create a prep science course and 

to present this to the curriculum committee.  The cluster also said that they 
unanimously support the creation of a qualifying exam which would then be used 
to determine if a student would be required to take the prep science course.  The 
process is to be determined at a later date.  The committee consists of Roger 
Ramsammy, chair, with Trina Duncombe, Hernan Aviles and Trish Froehlich.   

 
 
ITEM [3].  Approval for OCB 1000 & OCB 1000L – Introduction to Marine Biology (lecture 
                 & lab) 
 
Discussion:   Wawiese Schmidt requests that the cluster vote to add courses to the college 

curriculum as non-science majors introductory courses to the natural history of 
marine organisms.                      

 
Action: A motion was made and passed unanimously to present OCB1000 and 

OCB1000Lab to the curriculum committee.  



 
 
ITEM [4].  Textbook Adoption Decision for BSC 1005 – Concepts of Biology 
 
Discussion:  Choices 1.“What is Life? A Guide to Biology”; J. Phelan; W.H. Freeman publisher 
                                   2.“Biology Concepts & Investigations – Brief Version”; Hoefnagels; 

McGraw-Hill 
                                   3.”Biology Concepts and Connections”; 6th ed.; Campbell et.al.; Pearson 

Higher Ed. 
 
Action: A vote was taken and the results were 8 votes for #1, 3 votes  for #2 and 2 votes 

for #3.  Therefore, the textbook will be Phelan’s “What is Life? A Guide to Biology”; 
see listing below for all textbooks. 

 
 
ITEM [5].  Textbook Adoption Decision for BSC 2085/2086 – Anatomy & Physiology I & II  
 
Discussion:  Choices  1. Saladin 2009 book by McGraw-Hill; 5th edition 
                                    2. Marieb 20009 book by Pearson; 8th edition 
                                    3. Tortora 2009 book by Wiley; 12 the edition 
 
Action: A vote was taken and the results were 7 votes for #1, 0 votes  for #2 and 3 votes 

for #3.  Therefore, the textbook will be Saladin’s book by McGraw Hill.  The title is: 
                      “Anatomy & Physiology–The Unity of Form and Function”, 5th ed. See listing below 
 
 
ITEM [6].  Addition of A & P Atlas “A Visual Analogy Guide to Human Anatomy 
                 & Physiology” by Paul Krieger, Morton Publishing as Recommended  
                 Text to A & P I/II Syllabi 
 
Action:  The cluster agreed that this text should be on the recommended list in the 

bookstores. 
 
 
ITEM [7].  Proposal to Recognize Lab Coordinators as Official Position with Stipend 
 
Discussion:  Faculty who serve as lab coordinators in areas such as microbiology, anatomy & 

physiology, and biology spend significant time organizing schedules, stocking 
adequate supplies of lab books, proper set-up of labs, preparation & set-up of 
midterm and final lab practicals, making  sure adjuncts & staff get proper 
documentation and lab manuals, etc.  The position of lab coordinator should be 
recognized by the college as a formal title with a stipend to compensate them for 
their time. 

 
Action: A motion was made to formally recognize lab coordinators and give them either a 

stipend or release time for their work.  19 were in favor, 1 vote against. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ITEM [8].  TEXTBOOK ADOPTIONS- 
 
Discussion: From now on, the cluster minutes will include a list of all textbooks and where they 

are in the adoption cycle.  In this way, we are prepared to vote and select 
textbooks.  Those adoptions would always be for the following fall term.   

Action:   Votes were made on new textbook adoptions, see above. 
 
 

TEXTBOOK ADOPTIONS – LISTINGS   
For the 2009-2010 Academic Year 

 
BSC1005 -  “What is Life? A Guide to Biology”, J. Phelan, W.H. Freeman, 
publisher.  First year adopted 2009-10;  NEW adoption for fall 2009 

 
 BSC1005Lab - Horwitz’s “Concepts in Biology Lab Manual”, new Ed. fall 2008-09;  

First year adopted:  2008-09 
 
BSC1050 Text – Keller & Botkin “Essential Environmental Science”; 1st Ed.;  
First year adopted:  2008-09 

 
 BSC1010/1011 – Campbell “Biology” 8th Ed.; First year adopted: 2008-09 
 
 BSC1010Lab - Strong’s “BSC1010L Lab Manual” 1st Ed.; First year adopted 2008-

09 
 
 BSC1011Lab – Helm’s “Biology” 3rd ed.; Use Helm’s 3rd ed. through summer -09.   

Review for new lab manual – Sub-Committee to review texts:  Jim Horwitz and 
Pam Pannozzo 

 
 BSC2085/86 – Saladin’s “Anatomy & Physiology – The Unity of Form and 

Function” 5th Ed.; First year adopted 2006-07;  NEW adoption for fall 2009 
  
 BSC2085/86Labs – Ramsammy’s  “Anatomy & Physiology Lab Manual” 4th Ed.; 

First year adopted 2008-09 
 

MCB2010 – Talaro’s “Foundations in Microbiology” 6th Ed.; Note:  The 7th edition 
just came out.  We will continue to use the 6th edition through the ’09-2010 year.  
First year adopted: 2007-08.  FORM COMMITTEE for review in fall 2009 

 
 MCB2010L – Leboffe’s “Microbiology Laboratory Theory and Practice”, 2nd Ed.;  

First year adopted 2009-2010. 
 
  Review of the policy regarding textbook adoption:   

 
We adopt textbooks for a 3 year academic cycle.  The biology cluster will 
continue to use the old edition for the remainder of any 3 year cycle, even if 
a new edition comes out in the meantime. 

 
 
 
 



OTHER- 
1. Discussion involved the ability to e-mail exams to the test center.  Due to the fact 

that the test center is so far from many faculty offices now, it is difficult to deliver 
exams in a timely fashion.  After discussion, it was agreed that the placement of a 
pick-up box for the test center in strategic locations around campus would also 
solve the problem. 

2. Wendy Hartman has agreed to act as cluster chair for the 2009-2010 academic 
year.  Many thanks to Brett Strong for acting as chair this year.  Carolyn Allen will 
continue in her life-time appointment as scribe. 

3. BSC1011Lab Manual – Discussion – Sub-Committee has decided to put together a 
manual that will be a “custom publication” – created to fit the PBCC BSC 1011L. It 
will be assembled with the help (and publication) of McGraw-Hill. 

 
 

Attendance: 
Allen, Carolyn 
Arango-J., Silvio 
Aviles, Hernan 
Best, Latsy 
Brecker, Ed* 
Colombo, Chris 
Duncombe, Tcherina 
Froehlich, Trish 
Gorgevska, Alex. 
Grant, Meri 
Handel, Libby 
Hartman, Wendy 
Horwitz, Jim 
Liang, Lee 
Miles, Jessica 
MkPong, Offiong 
Pannozzo, Pam 
Ray, Charlie 
Rogers, George* 
Schmidt, Wawiese 
Strong, Brett CHAIR 
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