
 
 

FOREIGN LANGUAGES CLUSTER MINUTES 

October 22, 2008 

1:45 – 3:45p.m. 

Boca Campus 

 

 

ITEM 1. Attached are proposed changes to the faculty home page. These proposed changes 

affect how faculty contact information is presented visually on the page. Please 

review these proposed changes and recommend if they should be implemented.  

 

Discussion: After carefully reviewing the new home page, the cluster feels that the designator  

                        “Education” below the Supervisory Contact name seems ambiguous.  Does this 

refer to the education of the supervisor or the faculty member?  For clarity, the 

                        designator “Education”  should be more clearly positioned under the faculty 

                        member’s name.   

 

Data/data source:  (where appropriate) 

http://www.pbcc.edu/documents/Academic_Services/ClusterAttachment102208.p

df 

 

Action: The cluster unanimously approves this recommendation. 

 

 

ITEM 2. SPN 1120/1121 QUIA Question (e-mail) for Spanish Instructors 

 

Discussion: One on-line instructor, Dr. Tim Altanero, requests permission to substuitute the 

online workbook of the present text Arriba with an online workbook for another 

                        text Quia.  After considerable conversation, the full time Spanish faculty feels that 

                        such a substitution would not be in the best interests of the students. 

 

Data/data source:  (where appropriate) E-Mail between Dr. Tim Altaneri, Professor Leonie 

Escofferey and Dr. Alyse Schoenfeldt, September 22, 2009.  

 

Action: The cluster unanimously approves this recommendation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ITEM 3.         To insure progressive continuity between SPN 1120 and SPN 1121, all full- 

time and part-time instructors will use the “My Spanish Lab” component of 

the present text.   
 

Discussion:     When students progress from SPN 1120 to SPN 1121 and change instructors or 

campuses, many seem to be disadvantaged by not having used the “My Spanish 

Lab” component of the text.  To proactively prevent students from unknowingly  

                        being disadvantaged in the second level (SPN 1121), it seems imperative that all 

                        instructors, both full- and part-time, be required to expose their students to this 

                        valuable interactive online tool. This requirement will be mandatory for all SPN 

1120 students beginning in the Spring 2009 (2009-2). SPN 1121 can continue 

with the workbook for this Spring (2009-2) only. By requiring all instructors to 

use this cluster approved tool, all students will experience a smoother transition 

from one level of Spanish to the next. To this end, the cluster recommends that all 

SPN instructors be offered appropriate training through the intermediacy of the 

publisher of Arriba (Pearson).  Professor Sandra Oakley, our on-line Spanish 

                        instructor, has volunteered to contact the publisher for training for, in particular, 

                        the adjunct faculty.  The cluster feels that the best time for this training would be 

                        before the beginning of each full semester (Fall and Spring). 

 

 

 

Data/data source:  (where appropriate) n/a 

 

Action:            The Cluster unanimously approves this recommendation. 

                         

     

ITEM 4:        Reactivation of FRE 2240. 

 

Discussion:    Professor Slesinger suggests reactivating FRE2204.  He agrees to undertake 

                       all the necessary procedural aspects of this motion.  He feels that a Saturday 

                       upper level French course might draw students from the French and Creole  

                       speaking communities presently enrolled at the Lake Worth Campus.  He has 

                       an instructor willing to teach the course. 

 

 Data/data source:  (where appropriate) n/a 

 

 Action:          The cluster unanimously approves the recommendation.  
 

 

ITEM 5:         German Text 

 

Discussion:     Dr. Konopacki requests that the following text be listed for GER1120 and 1121. 

                        Dollenmeyer and Hansen.  Neue Horizonte: A Brief Course.  Houghton Mifflin, 

                        2001 (paperback).  ISBN 0-618-09860-7. 

 



Action:            The cluster unanimously approves this recommendation. 

 

 

 

Attendance: 

 

Professor Patricia Hackett 

Dr. Steven Konopacki (chair and scribe) 

Professor Sandra Oakley (adjunct faculty) 

Dr. Alyse Schoenfeldt 

Professor Victor Slesinger 
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