
 
 

AGENDA/MEETING MINUTES 

March 24, 2009 

1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Lake Worth Campus 

 

 

ITEM 1. Follow-up from Morning Session: What best practices and teaching strategies were 

discussed at your round table conversations that would apply to this cluster’s 

discipline?  

 

Discussion: For future Development Day, have people from a variety of disciplines demonstrate a best 

practice or teaching strategy via a 15-minute mini-lesson.  Could be taken from award 

winning faculty. 

 Learn more about student from 1
st
 day/week interviews.  Practice seems best suited to 

small classes. 

 Attendance and other responsibility issues – draw parallel to what is acceptable in a 

professional/business situation. 

 

 It seems that there was little discussion of actual specific best practices and teaching 

strategies in the round table discussions.  The questions on the template focused on how to 

identify best practices and whether they were successful rather than actually identifying 

and discussing such practices. 

 

Data/data source:  Faculty notes from morning discussion sessions. 

 

Action: None 

 

 

ITEM 2. Passing grade requirement for advancement in MUT courses. 

 

Discussion: Concern was expressed that students with a D in MUT courses have not achieved 

sufficient skill with the learning outcomes.  Since subsequent courses build upon the 

knowledge and skills from previous courses, the students are not prepared to be successful 

in the subsequent courses. 

 

Data/data source:  Past records of students who received a D in an MUT course. 

 

Action: Motion to make a grade of C or better a requirement for any pre-requisite course for MUT 

courses.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

ITEM 3. Passing grade requirement for advancement in other sequential music courses. 

 

Discussion: Should this concept (C or better) be applied to other music courses such as class piano, 

class guitar, applied lessons? 

 



 Applied lessons require specialized skills and students must meet placement requirements 

of universities when they transfer.  These are dependent on audition and demonstration of 

skills, not just on passing grades in previous classes.  Students at PBCC often start at a 

lower level, and though they may earn a passing grade due to improvement, they may have 

not mastered the necessary skills required for the more advanced level. 

 

Data/data source:  None 

 

Action: Motion to make completion of two semesters of Freshman level applied courses with a B 

or better the prerequisite for the sophomore level course.  Example – for MVV 2321, two 

semesters of MVV 1311 with a B or better are required.  Approved unanimously.  

 

 Motion to make a grade of C or better a requirement in Class Piano and Class Guitar for 

advancement to the next level. Approved unanimously. 

 

ITEM 4. Making class piano 1 (or equivalent skill) a corequisite for Ear Training/Sight 

Singing 1. 

 

Discussion: Pros – Ability to find pitches and play intervals on the piano is essential for success in ear 

training courses.  Would ensure that more of music pre-majors take class piano (which is a 

requirement for all music pre-majors). 

 

 Cons – Student time and scheduling issues. Students taking Theory classes who are not 

“pre-majors” and don’t want to take any other music classes.  Need for additional sections 

and problems with scheduling, facilities, faculty, etc.  

 

Data/data source:  None. 

 

Action: Motion to make class piano 1 (MVK 1111A) or equivalent skill a corequisite for Ear 

Training/Sight Singing  I (MUT 1241).  Passed unanimously.  Consider a section of MVK 

1111A on MW immediately after MUT 1111 (would work for all but vocalists, who should 

take MUN 1310). 

 

ITEM 5. Need for “prep” level applied courses. 

 

Discussion: Many students at PBCC often have some background in their respective instrument but 

lack the skill level that would be required for admittance to a university level applied 

course.  Being an “open door” institution, there is no selective process or audition required 

to enroll in the music program. 

 

 Issues to look at – corequisites, skill prerequisites for prep level and revision of skill 

prerequisite for freshman levels, contact hours, etc. 

 

 Having a prep level course would allow us to set a more “university- level” bar for 

admission to the freshman applied level course.  It would also allow more advanced 

students to take instruction in a secondary applied level. 

 

 Verify that faculty would be paid for these applied lesson at the same contact hour rate as 

freshman and sophomore levels. 

 

 Data/data source:  List of courses in Common Course Numbering directory 

 



Action: Agreement by all that this is something that should be seriously pursued.  Michael 

MacMullen will look for schools who have prep level applied course and check the 

common course numbering system. 

 

ITEM 6. Textbook matters 

 

Discussion: The Gridley Jazz text used in MUH 2018 is moving to a 6
th

 edition starting this summer.   

 

Data/data source:  Info from bookstore and publisher website. 

 

Action: We will maintain the same textbook/CD package in the 6
th

 edition that was used in the 

previous edition.  Approved unanimously. 

 

 

 

 

 

OTHER. 
 

Attendance: Michael MacMullen Allen Webber David Gibble 

 Robert Jones   
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