
 
 

AGENDA/MEETING MINUTES 

Prep Math Cluster 

March 24, 2009 

 

 

ITEM 1. Follow-up from Morning Session: What best practices and teaching strategies were 

discussed at your round table conversations that would apply to this cluster’s discipline? 

 

Discussion: One topic discussed at the round table conversations was Teaching in Motion or Action.   

Instructors would meet and give a ten to fifteen minute teaching demonstration on how they 

would teach a specific topic.  Each instructor would get a chance to teach the same topic.  The 

goal is to get different views on teaching the same topic.  Example: Two instructors using the 

Scissors Method to factor trinomials may have different ways of explaining the same method. 

 

ITEM 2. Review the results of the new final exams from the fall term. 

 

Discussion: In the fall term, new final exams were used for both MAT 0012(LW Campus) and MAT 0020.  

Exams for both courses included twenty multiple choice questions and 10 short answer 

questions.  The cluster discussed the students results based on the new exams.  The cluster 

agreed that fewer students passed.  Students that average a low C in the class did not pass the 

final exam.  Those students would benefit from repeating the course. 

 

 Since the exams for both courses have multiple choice sections, there is a multiple choice final 

review worksheet for MAT 0012.  A multiple choice final review worksheet is being designed 

for MAT 0020. 

 

ITEM 3. Cluster needs to start looking for new textbooks this fall. 

 

Discussion: There is a website called Course Smart that allows you to view textbooks online.  Instructors are 

limited to twenty five pages of the textbook for the first day.  After the first day, instructors may 

review an entire textbook for one year.  Gail will email the book representatives to get a list of 

textbooks relating to the prep math courses.  The cluster agreed (All in Favor) that each 

instructor would view the textbooks online and select their top three choices for each course by 

Development Day in the fall.  Gail will ask the book representatives to provide hardcopies of the 

top three textbooks for each course.   
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