
 
 

READING PREP CLUSTER AGENDA 

Wednesday, October 22, 2008 

1:45 – 3:45p.m. 

Boca Campus 

CB 209 

 

 

Prep Clusters: 

 

Announcement: 

Statement of Purpose – Faculty Clusters 

 

The purpose of the faculty clusters is to have faculty in a discipline/program 

 

1. provide feedback to the administration to various issues such as legislative inquiries and college 

issues 

2. Share best practices in teaching and learning 

3. discuss and make recommendations on: 

 

 Curriculum (recommend approval of changes in courses and programs) 

 Learning outcomes for programs and courses 

 Other academic related issues such as retention, test scores and data trends. 

 Textbook adoptions 

 Assessments 

 Program Review  

 

 Each faculty cluster must elect a cluster chair at the first cluster meeting of each academic year. A scribe 

must also be appointed to take and submit minutes using the minutes template 

(http://www.pbcc.edu/documents/Academic_Services/MinutesTemplate.doc). Minutes must be emailed to 

academicminutesdistribution@pbcc.edu. 

 

Report: 

As the result of the convocation assessment, a survey was sent to all full-time faculty on cluster meetings. 

The survey showed that a majority of faculty (50.4%) responding wanted required cluster meetings to be 

scheduled on development day. Clusters may meet more often than the scheduled two meetings per year, 

but Academic Services will continue with formally scheduling cluster meetings on development day. 

 

Reminders: 

Faculty are reminded that Board Policy 6Hx-18-2.051 requires that faculty post syllabi following the 

syllabus checklist before the registration period for Spring term begins. The deadline for posting syllabi 

for Spring term is November 1, 2008. 

 

Please remind students that if they are in danger of failing a prep course near the end of the semester, they 

should pre-register for the same prep course in the next semester. In some instances, students can lose 

http://www.pbcc.edu/documents/Academic_Services/MinutesTemplate.doc
mailto:academicminutesdistribution@pbcc.edu


their entire class schedule if they fail a prep course and then are not registered for a prep course in the 

subsequent term. 

 

 

ITEM 1.  Attached are proposed changes to the faculty home page. These proposed changes 

affect how faculty contact information is presented visually on the page. Please review 

these proposed changes and recommend if they should be implemented. 

 

Discussion:  

 

Data/data source:   

 http://www.pbcc.edu/documents/Academic_Services/ClusterAttachment102208.pdf 

 

 

Action: The Cluster approves of the proposed changes to the faculty home page. Rita mentioned 

that attaching syllabi using the utility page was challenging because course reference 

numbers were not apparent.  Members believe this problem has been rectified. 

 

 

ITEM 2. Rita Alonso-Sheldon and Joyce Kevetos will discuss their “Combo” course pilots using The 
  Master Reader.  They also wish to discuss the possibility of the publisher, Pearson  
  Longman, providing instructors with an electronic textbook as an ancillary.   
  

Discussion: Rita and Joyce will teach Spring term Combo 2009 (REA0001/REA0002) classes. Joyce 

said that this fall was her first experience teaching a REA0001/REA0002; she reported that 

11 of the original 15 students had moved on to the second course.  Rita says that her Fall 

combo is generally successful; however, she said students frequently fail to do the assigned 

reading. Other faculty reported similarly. Lyam said that the negative attitudes and fear of 

reading need to be addressed so that instructors can overcome such resistance.  Reading 

coaches are used at LW deal with this matter. 

 

Data/data source:   

 Kevin Clarke has said in emails of 10/10 and 10/12 that he would provide faculty with 

Word versions of The Master Reader and The Effective Reader. 

 

Action: Cathy contacted Kevin Clarke and received a reply saying that getting the Word versions 

was proving difficult and offering .pdf files of the books.  Cathy emailed that we would 

like the .pdf version but want the Word versions for spring term. 

 

ITEM 3 Lyam Christopher is  presenting at the FDEA pre-conference in Orlando (the weekend  
  before Development Day).  He will update the Cluster on his presentation-- Reading  
  Coaches:  Incorporating Metacognition into Lab Systems.   
 

Discussion: Lyam made his presentation at FDEA.  He asked that his report be postponed to allow time 

to discuss Item 4. 

 

Data/data source:  (where appropriate) 

 

Action:  

 

 



  

 

ITEM 4. Cathy Seyler wishes to discuss the lab component.  Is there consistency between the 

campuses in terms of the lab component?   Should consistency be a priority?  How many 

campuses are offering online alternative assignments?  Is any campus using referrals to a 

significant degree? Should we reconsider the 20% now allocated to the lab? 

 

Discussion: Cluster members expressed a consensus that the lab component provides valuable support 

for classroom instruction.  Members were sympathetic to the difficulties regarding lab 

encountered by evening students because of constraints on their time. PBG is incorporating 

some online work to accommodate evening students. Joyce said it is up to faculty to 

establish the importance of the lab component and influence students’ attitudes right at the 

beginning of the course.  Lyam requested that the cluster make known its expectations 

and/or guidelines for the labs, that is, generally how faculty would like the labs to provide 

support for Reading Students.  Faculty present said they wish to maintain the lab 

component at 20% of the overall grade.  Gladys includes the lab as 25%.   

 

 

Data/data source:  (where appropriate) 

 

Action: Discussion about how the lab can best serve our students will be continued. Lyam’s 

request will be placed on the agenda for the Spring Cluster meeting. 

  

ITEM 5 The Master Reader is going to a new edition.  Will faculty be going to the new   

  edition?  Are there other textbook matters to discuss in preparation for Spring term?  

Discussion:  Data/data source:  (where appropriate) 

 

Action:  Confirmed by Kevin Clarke for Spring 2009. 

 REA0001 – Effective Reader by D. J. Henry Second edition with MLR card 

                 The New American Handy College Dictionary 

                 ISBN is 0205610048  

 

  

  REA0002- Reading Across the Disciplines by Kathleen McWhorter 

                 Packaged With Thinking through the Test workbook, Reading Skills Summary laminated 

  grid, and  The New American Handy College Dictionary 

                 ISBN 0205595529 

  

 

 

OTHER. Cluster members would like to change the REA0002 text.  Members are asked to look 

for a suitable text. 
 

Attendance: Rita Alonso-Sheldon Lyam Christopher Joyce Kevetos 

Gladys Montalvo Cathy Seyler Wesley Wells  

    

 

Submitted by: 

 

 

 

Cathy Seyler, Scribe 



 

 

c. Minutes Distribution List 


