
 
STRATEGIES CLUSTER MINUTES 

October 22, 2008: 1:45 – 3:45p.m.: Boca Campus 

 
 

Prep Clusters: SLS 1501 Announcement: Statement of Purpose – Faculty Clusters 
The purpose of the faculty clusters is to have faculty in a discipline/program 

1. provide feedback to the administration to various issues such as legislative inquiries and college issues 
2. Share best practices in teaching and learning 
3. Discuss and make recommendations on: 

 Curriculum (recommend approval of changes in courses and programs) 

 Learning outcomes for programs and courses 

 Other academic related issues such as retention, test scores and data trends. 

 Textbook adoptions 

 Assessments 

 Program Review  
 Each faculty cluster must elect a cluster chair at the first cluster meeting of each academic year. A scribe must 
also be appointed to take and submit minutes using the minutes’ template 
(http://www.pbcc.edu/documents/Academic_Services/MinutesTemplate.doc). Minutes must be emailed to 
academicminutesdistribution@pbcc.edu. 
 
REPORT: 
As the result of the convocation assessment, a survey was sent to all full-time faculty on cluster meetings. The 
survey showed that a majority of faculty (50.4%) responding wanted required cluster meetings to be 
scheduled on development day. Clusters may meet more often than the scheduled two meetings per year, but 
Academic Services will continue with formally scheduling cluster meetings on development day. 
 
REMINDERS: 

1. Faculty are reminded that Board Policy 6Hx-18-2.051 requires that faculty post syllabi 
following the syllabus checklist before the registration period for Spring term begins. The 
deadline for posting syllabi for Spring term is November 1, 2008. 

2. Please remind students that if they are in danger of failing a prep course near the end of the 
semester, they should pre-register for the same prep course in the next semester. In some 
instances, students can lose their entire class schedule if they fail a prep course and then are 
not registered for a prep course in the subsequent term. 

 
ITEM 1 Attached are proposed changes to the faculty home page. These proposed changes 

affect how faculty contact information is presented visually on the page. Please review 
these proposed changes and recommend if they should be implemented. 

 
Discussion: Faculty had a suggestion due to the following concern that would further change the website: 

1. Can the links be organized in the manner in which the faculty members want? 
a. Many of the links appear to be scattered and choppy to say the least.  

Data/data source:  (where appropriate) 
 
ACTION: Susan Bierster will contact Ginger Pederson about our request.   
 

http://www.pbcc.edu/documents/Academic_Services/MinutesTemplate.doc
mailto:academicminutesdistribution@pbcc.edu


ITEM 2 For SLS1501 Professors: Update on the progress made on one credit customized SLS 
courses for students. 

 
Discussion: Some of the Cluster members viewed old minutes from two years prior on the discussion of a 

one credit hour Strategies course. The minutes revealed that this was a course that was to be 
provided for the PSAV programs.  

 
It was stated that in March of 2006, Dr. Sass asked for the possible development of these 
courses for the PREP program. The cluster requested research to show the success of the one 
credit hour module to the success of the preparatory student. There was discussion that the 
one credit hour courses could be offered to students graduating or Math Prep students; 
however, it was established that one credit hour Career courses already exist for graduating 
students and the regular three credit hour SLS course was needed for Math prep students as 
well.    
 
Faculty is concerned as to the number of sections that would need to be created for 1 credit 
SLS courses.  For example, at Lake Worth this Fall, there are 62 sections of SLS1501 – if half 
of those sections had to be scheduled as 1 credit courses – the number of sections would be 
difficult to manage and staff, as well as the issue of the lack of classroom space.   

 
Data/data source:  (where appropriate)  

 Article has been attached with findings that show which type of College Success 
course is most beneficial to collegiate level students. This article demonstrates that one 
credit modules for SLS are not effective.  

 

 Also previous minutes from SLS Cluster meeting have been attached stating the 
Cluster’s request for research to show the effectiveness of these one credit hour 
College Success Modules that are being requested.  

 

 The LEAP program’s report from previous years further agreed that PBCC's three 
credit hour College Success course is essential to the needs and success of our 
students.  The report further focused on the need for a comprehensive FYE program 
at PBCC. 

 

 This website to follow also provides data research about the success of the College 
Success Courses and the types of courses which are the most effective. 

http://www.sc.edu/fye/research/surveyfindings/index.html 
 
Action: The Strategies Cluster does not recommend this type of one credit hour course based on the 

research and professional knowledge that a one credit hour SLS course module is not 
successful for the needs of our students. 

 
ITEM 3 For SLS1501 Professors: Use of the college catalog for SLS assignments – This term, 

over 3.600 students are enrolled in SLS1501. Apparently an assignment in SLS involves 
the student retrieving information from the college catalog. In our effort to be more 
green, would it be possible for students to access the PDF version of the catalog on 
the web rather than hard copy?  

 
Discussion: Response to this question from the Cluster was “Yes”. 
 
Data/data source:  (where appropriate) 
 

https://webmail.pbcc.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.sc.edu/fye/research/surveyfindings/index.html


Action:  SLS Cluster asked that an email be sent to the Department Chairs about this matter and have 
them contact their adjunct professors that are directly connected to this issue.  

 
ITEM 4  Textbook Talk—Ancillaries associated with Textbook, Opinions about new text  

(What works and what doesn’t. How is the change affecting our students?)  
Discussion: Some of the cluster members are not satisfied with the textbook package. Some of the 

concerns were:  
1. The PowerPoint(s) are not good in quality or clarity. They do not follow the 

information in the chapters or the online component.  
2. The web component, MyStudentSuccessLab, is not advanced or in correlation with 

the textbook.  
3. Our institution is the first to use the website component and that was not a piece of 

vital information that was shared with us. 
4. Many of the pages to the Website are not printable.  
5. The E-book is not compatible with the information in the PowerPoint nor is it writer-

friendly. In other words, students cannot type directly on the pages and print them 
out. This is necessary for instructors who do not allow hand-written work or those 
who use the pages for large assignments.  

6. The test-bank is not compatible to the information on the PowerPoint slides, etc… 
7. The exercises such as the Self-Assessments, Goal Setting, Journaling, etc… from the 

internet are not laid out in a clear and organized format.  
8. There was a misrepresentation of the MyStudentSuccessLab. It wasn’t available until 

after August, when it was promised to be up and operational by July. 
9. There was a misrepresentation of Blackboard and the Test Bank components. 

Blackboard is still not operational.  
10. On a practical note, the page numbers that are in Roman Numerals are a little more 

difficult to refer to students. The first page of the text should begin with 1 and not a 
roman numeral. 

Data/data source:  (where appropriate) 
 
Action:  A letter will be sent to Missy about the dissatisfaction with the Ancillaries and service of their 

company. Raishell will be responsible for sending this.  
  

Suggestions will be made to the Company to provide services from the PBCC faculty to revise 
all the PowerPoint slides associated with this text.  

 
ITEM 5  First-Year Experience Conference will be held in Orlando on Feb 6-10.   
 
Discussion: Great opportunity for us to attend but paperwork must be submitted soon.  
  

Main Point: This is a Training Conference where invaluable sources of information 
are provided to the Faculty for the enrichment of their courses being taught.  

 
Data/data source:  (where appropriate)  
 
Action: Contact Missy about the number of people being sent to the conference.  
 
ITEM 6 New Cluster Chair Elections. 
 
Discussion: Vanger nominated Freddie for the position. Raishell nominated Richard. A vote was taken 

and it was unanimous for Freddie.  
Data/data source:  (where appropriate)  
 



Action: Freddie Bennett will serve as our New Cluster Chair beginning spring 2009. 
 

Attendance:  Susan Bierster Della Calcagni Colleen Courtney 

Monica Hamlin Vanger Simmons Cynthia Johnson Raishell Smalls 
Submitted by: Raishell M. Smalls 

Raishell M. Smalls, Scribe 

c. Minutes Distribution List 


