
 
ACCOUNTING CLUSTER MINUTES 

Tuesday, August 21, 2018  

10:45 pm – Noon  

Lake Worth Campus Room BA 304 

 

 

 

ITEM 1. Program Learning Outcomes Assessment 
                           

Discussion: Professor D’Agati reviewed the results of the Program Learning Outcomes Assessment  

                        for the 2017 – 2018 academic year. All outcomes were achieved with the exception of: 

                        “Taxation: Demonstrate an understanding of the fundamentals of taxation for individuals     

                        and corporations.” 

                        This outcome is measured in TAX2000 with the preparation of a multi-step project. The      

                        achievement target is that “at least 70% of students who complete the project will achieve   

                        at least 75% on the project.” The project was measured in two sections (Fall and Spring).   

                        The target was met in the Fall 2017 semester but not the Spring 2018 semester.  

                        The Cluster discussed the results as the ground work to develop an action plan. The full- 

                        time faculty who teaches the class stated that this appeared to be an aberration. She stated  

                        that the Spring 2018 section also had the lowest overall grades that she can remember in  

                        many years. The Cluster decided to monitor the situation and see how the next section  

                        performs before making any changes to the measure. 

                        Also, Professor D’Agati discussed that previously only one section of TAX2000 was   

                        offered at the College each semester which was always taught by full-time faculty.   

                        However, in the past year she noticed a section was being offered at the Loxahatchee   

                        campus and was being taught by an adjunct professor. Professor D’Agati stated that she  

                        was told that if a class is being used to measure an outcome that ALL sections must  

                        administer the same measure and it must be graded in the same way.  

 

Data source:    N/A 

 

Action:    Professor D’Agati and Professor Stuart will work to develop a grading scale for the project  

                        that can be used by the adjunct as well. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ITEM 2.  McGraw-Hill Publishing Company Demands  
                           

Discussion: McGraw-Hill Publishing Company contacted Cluster Chair Glenn Pate and stated that they 

wanted the homework solutions for their Managerial Accounting textbook removed from 

our school website.  They stated that they had found incidences of “compromise” where 

the solutions were accessed by non-Palm Beach State College students. McGraw-Hill was 

assured that the solutions are password protected, but that information did not sway 

McGraw-Hill’s decision. Professor Pate has been working with representatives of 

McGraw-Hill to find alternative solutions such as put the solutions on a class Blackboard 

site, on a McGraw-Hill Connect site.  However, McGraw-Hill wanted us to sign a contract 

and pay approximately $142 to have the right to put the resources on the Blackboard site.  

Although McGraw-Hill presumptuously sent Professor Pate the contract and bill, Professor 

Pate informed them that we would not be paying any money nor signing a contract.  

Furthermore, if a contract is to be signed, Professor Pate informed the cluster that he is not 

authorized to sign any contract for the college and has no intention of doing so.  

 

Data source:    Professor Pate and various McGraw-Hill representatives  

 

Action: Professor Pate was authorized to continue to work with McGraw-Hill to find a solution (no 

pun intended) involving no contracts and no payments.   

 

 

ITEM 3. ACG2022 as a Prerequisite for ACG2071 

 

Discussion:    Professor Pernick disclosed to the cluster several incidences he has come across where  

                         students were registering for ACG2071 Managerial Accounting without ever taking   

                         ACG2022 Financial Accounting.   There was one incident he identified where the student   

                         was taking both classes at the same time.  For the record, ACG2022 Financial Accounting  

                         is a prerequisite for ACG2071 Managerial Accounting.  Associate Dean Allen told him  

                         earlier in the week that if he could get her the student’s names, she may be able to track  

                         down who authorized the student’s enrollment in ACG2071 Managerial Accounting by   

                         overriding_the_prerequisite.  

Data source:    Professor Pernick 

 

Action: Professor Pernick was tasked with identifying the student names and passing the   

information on to Associate Dean Kimberly Allen.    

 

 

Attendance: Gracelyn Stuart Emmanuel Danso     

Robin D’Agati 
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