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CLUSTER MEETING MINUTES 

Friday, April 24, 2020 

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

Lake Worth Campus / Skype Meeting 

 

Chemistry Cluster 

  

 ITEM  1. MISSION: Proposed change to the current Mission Statement 

  

Discussion: Cluster supports the new proposed change. No voices opposed the change. 

 

Action: None. 

 

            Data/data source: None. 

 

 

ITEM  2. Remote instructions / COVID-19 

 

Discussion: Trineshia and Sapna both pointed to technology as a major barrier. Sapna didn't think we were given enough training, and Alex 

agreed. This change was very quick and didn't give enough time for instructors to adjust. Recommended making technology availability 

standard (use a technology fee for all students to have one Blackboard experience), and potentially giving more training options during 

development day so we are prepared in the case of future potential events. Cynthia pointed out that PBSC is handling this relatively well, 

compared to other institutes. Marina agreed – Kaiser did not offer any training. 

 

Tim would like to be able to use the Respondus Monitor software or proctor exams in some way. Sapna remarked about how we were 

instructed specifically not to use Respondus for the Spring semester. Marcela mentioned that we can't expect them to get access to webcams 

on such short notice (with low supplies on the market), but Sapna pointed out that there are two versions of Respondus - one that doesn't need 

a webcam. Cynthia mentioned that students have cell phones, making a lockdown browser less effective. To that end, Trineshia mentioned 

use of Blackboard Collaborate and breakout groups, where she overheard a student admitting to Googling all exam answers (student also 

admitted to getting a poor score). Timing the exams negates some of the advantages of cheating by looking up all answers. Group was 

encouraged to not worry about it overly much - the consequences will catch up with the students. 
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Sapna had some bad experiences with using Starfish to get in touch with students. Starfish is also unable get in touch with anyone. Wonders if 

it will always stay this way. Alex pointed out that Starfish is just another paper trail to show that an attempt at contact was made. 

 

Cynthia has issue with a lack of student interaction. No eye contact or personal touches. Only a few students are willing to chat or use the 

microphone. Sapna and Alex have had the opposite experience. They have more interactions now compared to the in-person classes. 

Trineshia thinks students are tending to zone out; they have a lot of things going on in the background. Marcela pointed out use of polls in 

Blackboard Collaborate for student interaction - you can pre-set your questions in PowerPoint and leave the poll questions blank when you 

put them up. Downside is that the questions/answers are not saved. Carlos initially saw very good interaction and involvement from the 

students, though he had trouble with displaying animations and simulations, and saw a large drop in engagement towards the end of the 

semester. He wondered how to integrate simulations successfully. Marcela and Alex say that sharing a separate tab with a simulation playing 

will mostly work. For videos (that do not share as nicely), posting a link to Blackboard for students to look at on their own time is a nonideal 

workaround. Carlos recommends contacting eLearning to see if there are more options for integration. Alex wondered if Zoom was a better 

option for these sorts of uses.  

 

Alex wondered if we will be able to translate these skills to Canvas. Nelson pointed out that you could try out Canvas for free (going to 

https://www.instructure.com/canvas/try-convas ). Marcela pointed out if you get a sandbox through the college there is a tutorial course you 

can go through that displays the different features of the platform. 

 

Carlos thought the office hours are more personalized and interactive now that they are online. Trineshia agreed that we see more engagement 

and wondered if we can keep these flexible office hours in the future. Alex remarked that we don't get 10 contact hours with students with our 

current mandated 10 office hours, but when you add in non-scheduled email replies and such that would definitely add up to that amount of 

time. Also, having some office hours online would increase accessibility for students. 

 

Marcela pointed out that additional pedagogical training for online-modal teaching would also be useful (making exam questions that cannot 

easily be Googled, monitor and run successful discussion boards, etc). 

 

Action: None. 

 

Data/data source: None. 

 

 

ITEM  3. COVID-19 funding (and Summer Online Labs) 

 

Discussion: Trineshia thought touchscreen laptops with styluses should be provided to faculty that need them, in addition to IT support for 

these devices. Nelson agreed - not many stylus options are available to buy on the market at the moment. Cynthia has a Surface Pro and uses 

it to draw on top of her PowerPoint slides – she highly recommended it. Alex pointed out that the college provides Surface Pros if you replace 
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your college laptop - Alex has one (with a stylus). Another option would be requesting Wacom-style tablet accessories. Carlos pointed out 

that this option could be requested through Becky (for full or part-time faculty). 

 

Alex wanted more technology training sections for students as well as faculty. Marcela pointed out that some of our students are in need of 

aid in basic computer tasks such as saving and locating files. 

 

Sapna thought faculty putting in extra outside work for developing online labs should be financially compensated (particularly mentioned 

were Emma and Marcela for their work on the 1032, 1045, 1046 Summer lab proposals). The work is a large burden in changing the modality 

to online learning. Also, there may be future use in development of online labs (there was never funding available for development, 

previously). 

 

Marina wondered if the funding could be used towards providing lab kits for students to use during the summer labs. Trineshia thought there 

would be a benefit in PBSC creating our own kits that align with our previously developed experiments and providing them to the students for 

online learning. Perhaps there would be benefit in editing the manuals as well to make a second version that is in alignment with the kits. 

Carlos agreed that we should have lab staff to put kits together and use the library staff to help safely distribute them (as they did with Spring 

semester laptops). We need to look into liability issues involved with sending out chemicals. 

 

Emma pointed out additional accessible tutoring could be useful. Carlos pointed out there will be tutoring offered during Summer - at least for 

gateway and introductory courses. 

 

Cynthia asked if Lake Worth had contacted Sue (the lab manager from the PBG campus) for assistance. Alex is planning to go on to campus 

in May to prep for Summer labs (record videos and such). Cynthia wanted clarification about how the online labs were being handled. 

Trineshia described the plan from the LW campus – have a hybrid mix of experiential labs that are modified to be safe to be done at home, 

and dry labs done as a set of simulations or videos with calculations. Alex is planning to source online resources (videos and step-by-step 

still-frame shots of the experiments). Alex is going to have students submit a video of themselves demonstrating skills with household items. 

Trineshia pointed out that we are in emergency triage mode - getting some form of the learning outcomes delivered to the students in the best 

way we can. 

 

Marina remarked on what BR campus is doing. An Egyptian company’s website provides virtual labs for free - only issue was that some of 

the experiments freeze half-way through. Instead, she is exploring Hands-On Labs (HOL) for lab kits (quote is roughly $200 per kit, for 6 labs 

for CHM1032, or for 4 labs for CHM1045). The kit takes roughly 1 week for students to receive. There are good reviews about the kit from a 

colleague from Broward College. Lab managers at BR campus will be making a free version of the lab manuals for students - only the 

experiments that are not parts of the kit. Marina is instructing all faculty to include phrase in their syllabi to indicate students are required to 

buy the HOL kit. Trineshia wondered about the legality in terms of copyright for copying our own lab manuals (CHM1032, CHM1045, 

CHM1046) for the students for free. Also indicated that the authors would not be receiving royalties in this case, just so everyone is aware. 

No one expressed any objections. Cynthia believes we hold the copyright, so we are in the clear. Alex indicated that she usually provides a 
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PDF of the first experiment each semester anyway, as students are still getting their supplies. Alex mentioned that Hayden-McNeil contacted 

her – they do not have out-of-the-box instructional resources for the Summer, but they will for the Fall (through McMillian). 

 

Action: None 

 

Data/data source: None. 

 

 

ITEM  4. Textbook Issues 

 

Discussion: Marina had questions about non-approved books being used by part-time CHM1032 faculty. Marcela wanted to know if full-time 

are allowed to choose a non-approved book – it is allowed. Alex pointed out that the issue is that the part-time faculty member used to be a 

full-time instructor and is continuing to use the old non-cluster-approved materials. 

 

Marcela wondered if there was a reason behind this rule that applies when the "non-approved" book is free. Cynthia brought up that the cost 

of a two-semester access code would be pricier than a one-semester code since the course in question is a sequential course. 

 

Sapna didn’t think there's anything wrong with using the chosen free textbook as an additional resource, but that the faculty member should 

use that in addition to the cluster-approved required book. Emma agrees that we need consistency among the adjuncts. Cynthia requested 

Trineshia contact Becky Mercer to discuss this issue with Mary. 

 

Trineshia also passed along that Jennifer Stevens from Pearson requested a 2-hour meeting for training on the Pearson Mastering homework 

system, asked if anyone was interested. No faculty indicated interest. 

 

Marina was disappointed with the test bank options for the Tro textbook selected for CHM1045 and mentioned that all questions are available 

online on the Chegg website. Marcela pointed out that all exam test banks for any book can be assumed to be online. Multiple faculty said 

that for this reason they always either modify the test bank or write their own test questions entirely. 

 

The cluster agreed about permanently changing the syllabus posting date to either the day before the first day of each semester or the week 

before the first day of the semester. 

 

Action: Trineshia will contact Becky Mercy to discuss textbook issues with Mary. 

 

Data/data source: None. 

 

 

ITEM  5. Discussion of Approval - Honors for CHM1045 and CHM1046 
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Discussion: Tabled for Fall - Sapna will send documents to review for next meeting. The course may be ready for Spring 2021. Nelson 

pointed out that we already have a CHM1045H but that they were drafting CHM1046H. It would then have to go through many stages, and 

now is not a good time to deal with it. CHM1045H would have to be redone since the approval documents could not be found. 

 

Action: Sapna will send out documents. Cluster will review the documents for discussion in the Fall. 

 

Data/data source: None. 

 

 

ITEM  6. Organic Chemistry 2 Lab manual (for Lake Worth) 

 

Discussion: Sapna said it was all done and ready for Fall - she can send out the ISBN to everyone (for passing along to any adjuncts). 

 

Action: None. 

 

Data/data source: None. 

 

 

ITEM  7. Redundancy of CLO's for GOB Course Listed on Syllabi from the institution 

 

Discussion: Marcela had pointed out that there was a large degree of redundancy with the CLO's for CHM1032 (two mentions of gas laws, for 

example). Marcela pointed out that CHM1045 CLO's also had a similar degree of redundancy. Trineshia thought that the department already 

cleaned up the CLO's in the past, and wonders if something got lost somewhere. Trineshia pointed out they still have her old office number 

listed on Simple Syllabus, too - it may be an issue with the system. Emma mentioned that they went into groups to discuss the CLO's in the 

past.  

Sapna suggested we look at all CLO's anyway. Cynthia suggested we just do this via email. 

 

Upon a brief search, the minutes from the March 2014 meeting of the chemistry cluster contains the CLO's for CHM1025, CHM1032, 

CHM1045 and CHM1046. These are not the ones that are being published to Simple Syllabus, though. Marcela suggested using these as a 

starting point for any edits that are needed. Decision was made to ask Carlos about how to change the non-editable parts of Simple Syllabus 

template. Emma added that the process is: cluster approvial > curriculum approval > (if gen ed) sent to gen ed council (from Karen Pain). 

 

Action: Ask Carlos about how to change the non-editable parts of Simple Syllabus template (for CLO’s). Begin to edit the list of CLO’s from 

the March 2014 meeting if necessary. 
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Data/data source: March 2014 meeting minutes: 

https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/academicservices/Documents/Academic_Services_Minutes/Chemistry032614.pdf  

 

 

ITEM  8. Selection of Chair and Scribe for AY 2020 – 2021 

 

Discussion: Trineshia will be chair and Marcela will be scribe for another year (dream team!). 

 

Action: None. 

 

Data/data source: None. 

 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:00 PM.  

 

Attendance:  Emma Chow Alexandra Gorgevska  Nelson Daniel 

 Marcela Wanderley Marina Rines Audrey Mokdad 

 Tim Siniscalchi Trineshia Sellars-Baxley Sapna Gupta 

 Cynthia Judd Carlos Ramos  

 

Absences:  None 

 

Ex Officio: GNSC Chair and Associate Dean Carlos Ramos, PBSC, Lake Worth Campus 

 

Submitted by: 

Marcela Wanderley, Ph.D.  

 

 

Scribe for Chemistry Cluster – 24 Apr 2020 

cc. Minutes Distribution List 
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Appendix A Chemistry Cluster Adopted Textbooks  

        

COURSE 
NUMBER  COURSE TITLE  BOOK TITLE  EDITION AUTHOR  PUBLISHER  ISBN 

CHM1025 Introduction to Chemistry  
Mastering Chemistry (w/ Pearson 
eText) – Standalone Access Card 6th Tro  Pearson 9780134565620 

    

SaplingPlus for Introductory Chemistry 
(12 month access) (Trineshia Sellars 
only)   Revell  9781319133917 

    

Chemistry: Introduction to General, 
Organic, and Biochemistry w/o online 
code (Cluster approved for all other 
instructors) 13th Timberlake  Prentice Hall  978-0-1344-2135-3 

    Mastering Chemistry (LW Campus only) 13th Timberlake Prentice Hall  978-0-1355-5747-1 

  
Chem101 – One semester activation 
(Wanderley only)   101Edu 978-1-7345513-1-0 

    Study Guide (Recommended) 12th  Timberlake Prentice Hall  978-0-3219-3346-1 

    
A Visual Analogy Guide to Chemistry. 
(Recommended)  (Nelson Daniel only) 2012 Kreiger Morton 978-0-895-82835-4 

CHM1032 Principles of Chemistry  

General, Organic, and Biological 
Chemistry (required)  (Nelson Daniel 
only) 2nd (2014) 

Laura D. Frost and S. Todd 
Deal Pearson 978-0-321-80303-0 

CHM1032L Principles of Chemistry Lab  
Laboratory Manual for General, organic 
and Biochemistry 2018  Chow and Sellars  

Hayden McNeil 
Publishing,  978-1-5339-1394-4 

    
Calculations in Chemistry 
(recommended)   

Donald J. Dahm and Eric A. 
Nelson Norton & Co. 978-0-3939-1286-9 

  

General Chemistry (required) 
(recommended w/Mastering?) 5th Tro Pearson 978-0-13-487437-1 

  ALECKS online homework   McGraw-Hill 978-1-26086-832-6 

CHM1045 General Chemistry I 
Chem101 – One semester activation 
(Wanderley only)   101Edu 978-1-7345513-1-0 

CHM1045L  General Chemistry I Lab  General Chemistry I Lab Manual  4th 
Chow, Gorgevska, Gupta, 
Judd, and Sellars  Hayden McNeil   978-1-5339-1200-8 

    
Calculations in Chemistry 
(recommended)     Norton & Co. 978-0-3939-1286-9 

CHM1046 General Chemistry II 
General Chemistry (required) 
(recommended w/Mastering?) 5th Tro Pearson 978-0-13-487437-1 

CHM1046L General Chemistry II Lab General Chemistry II Laboratory Manual  4th 
Chow, Daniel, Gorgevska, 
Gupta, Judd, Rines, Sellars  Hayden McNeil  978-1-5339-1199-5  

    Organic Chemistry 2nd(2015) Klein, D.  Wiley  978-1-118-45228-8 
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Organic Chemistry as a Second 
Language (recommended by LW 
Campus) 3rd Klein, D.  Wiley  978-1-118-14434-3 

    
Organic Chemistry Fundamentals 
(Cheatsheet) (recommended by Judd) - Jackson Barcharts, Inc. 978-1-572-22554-1 

CHM2210 Organic Chemistry I Molecular Model Kit Kit #3 - Darling 978-0-964-88374-1 

    Organic Chemistry I (required by LW) - Gupta Hayden-McNiel 978-1-5339-1218-3 

CHM2210L  Organic Chemistry I Lab 

Student Lab Notebook w/ Spiral Binding 
(required) Need both 50 page & 100 
page versions - - Hayden-McNeil 

50 page: 978-1-930-
88223-2  
100 page: 978-1-930-
88274-4 

    Organic Chemistry 3rd Klein, D.  Wiley  

9781930882232 (loose 
leaf + etext) 
97811194211528 
(etext) 

    

Organic Chemistry as a Second 
Language (recommended by LW 
Campus) 3rd Klein, D.  Wiley  978-1-118-14434-3 

CHM2211 Organic Chemistry II  Molecular Model Kit Kit #3 - Darling 978-0-964-88374-1 

    
Organic Chemistry I and II Laboratory 
Manual, (required by LW & BC) 

Custom ed, 
2011  Pavia, DL, et al Cengage 978-1-133-44460-2 

CHM2211L  Organic Chemistry II Lab 

Carbon-copy Student Lab Notebook w/ 
Spiral Binding (required) Need 50 page 
version - (any brand is actually fine) Barbakam 

50 page: 978-0-978-
53440-0 

 


