
 
CLUSTER AGENDA 

August 21, 2018 

10:45 am to 12:00 pm 

Lake Worth Campus 
 

 

 

ITEM 1. Outcomes and Assessment Revisions 

Institutional Outcomes and Assessment Revision webpage: 

https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/learningoutcomes/ilos-2018/default.aspx 
 

(1) Revised outcomes and rubrics. Faculty (FT/PT) are invited to comment by 9/28/18 on the 

proposed outcomes, rubrics, and updated general education philosophy (developed by a faculty 

team in summer and based on previous faculty input). Follow links on the revision webpage to 

comment. 

 

(2) Suggested maps of general education courses and academic programs to the proposed 

outcomes. Faculty are asked to review applicable suggestions (for courses or programs), 

confirming or editing suggestions by the end of Development Day, 10/23/18. Clusters should 

designate one faculty member to report for each general education course. (One faculty member 

can report for more than one course.) Program directors or associate deans should report for the 

programs. The means to do this will be communicated separately. Maps have been provided to 

cluster and are available on the revision webpage. 

 

(3) DISCUSSION:  EAP and College Readiness courses are neither considered Gen Ed nor AS 

programs; thus, we are not required to complete this report.  However, we have discussed the 

outcomes as a group and we all agree that all of our courses satisfy the following institutional 

outcomes:  communication, critical thinking, information literacy, and socio-cultural 

understanding.  If we are asked to formally report this, we will happily comply.  

 

 

 

ITEM 2.     Discussion with Dr. Sfiropoulos 

(1) The cluster discussed allowing EAP 0300 level courses to run at other campuses—permitting 

a growth period. We had a guest at our cluster meeting from Boca Campus advising, Lucia 

Pasqualini.  Ms. Pasqualini has kept official numbers on the groups of students who come to 

Boca looking for ESL courses but have none to take for varying reasons.  There is a problem 

with the population that is out there and the actual accessibility to our courses.  Below are 

some of the issues we discussed with Dr. Sfiropoulos: 

a) Intake Process needs to be refined: Sometimes students may not initially be degree-

seeking; therefore, they bypass the EAP program entirely. Advising would need to 

identify and “capture” these students.  

b) Placement Testing:  Although through the years the EAP cluster has refined the cut off 

scores for the LOEP and the PERT, sometimes students still get incorrectly placed.  

These students are good candidates for taking the PERT again after finishing an EAP 

course they were incorrectly placed in.  However, we caution against students taking the 

PERT several times to just skip courses.  This is also true in College Readiness courses. 

https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/learningoutcomes/ilos-2018/default.aspx


c) PERT e-writing diagnostic:  This was piloted last year with mixed reviews.  The 

consensus is still that a writing diagnostic is essential to correctly place students into 

EAP instead of College Readiness courses. 

d) Using scores to counsel students:  Even though we cannot force exempt students to take 

College Readiness or EAP courses, showing their scores and correlations to probable 

success or not in ENC 1101 will really benefit both the students and the program.   

e) Webpage:  The cluster also discussed running a “news story” about the EAP program 

featuring current and former EAP students.  This story might be featured in the front 

page of our website, which would give our program more exposure and perhaps capture 

some more of the population who is eligible for our courses.  

f) Students in the 300-levels and 400-levels of EAP should not be concurrently enrolled in 

SLS 1501; the students at these levels are not properly equipped to succeed.  Therefore, 

we should continue working with advising and SLS faculty at identifying these students 

and making sure that only students in the 1500 and 1600 levels are in SLS courses. 

g) The catalog does not specify the fact that taking EAP courses requires a credit 

application; we need to determine a way to modify the catalog so that it is clear that 

students applying to the EAP program need a credit application.  
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