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English Cluster Meeting Minutes 

 January 2, 2019   

                ______________________________ 

Meeting begins with a motion to approve the October minutes.  Cluster agreed to approval.  

Item #1: Cluster member made an announcement about changes the o SLC labs.   

• SLC labs were recently switched to Student Services.  As a result, the number of tutors 

and hours available decreased on the Lake Worth campus.   

• Cluster members discussed the issue and raised the following points: 

o Faculty were never consulted about this change or presented with research on how 

this decision would benefit students. 

o Faculty input on this issue would be helpful 

o Questions were raised about who can use Tutor.com (available primarily for 

hybrid and fully online courses) 

 

• A motion was made and seconded to approve the following as a Cluster response: 

 

“We feel that it will be beneficial to our students’ success and improve completion rates 

for our courses if the Reading Lab and the Writing Lab were moved back under control 

of the Academic Deans on each campus.  We were not consulted when the change was 

made, and we were not presented with any studies or data that showed that moving the 

labs to Student Services would make the labs more effective.” 

Item #2: Guided Pathways Assessment Activity 

• Member asked what response was given on the reason(s) to complete this assessment. 

• The Cluster Guided Pathways sub-committee has yet to receive a response or feedback 

on the report submitted to the College.  The following discussion points were raised: 

 

o Questions arose about general education requirements (specifically Creative 

Writing and Introduction to Literature) 

o We should ask the College to approve the work completed by the sub-committee. 

o Cluster has remaining questions about other literature courses exempted from the 

Guided Pathways (African American Literature, Women in Literature, Jewish 

American Literature, etc.) 

 

• A motion was made to craft a statement in response to the Guided Pathways Assessment 

activity. Cluster members discussed and drafted a statement.  Then, a motion was made, 

and Cluster voted to approve the following statement: 

 
“While the English cluster supports the spirit of the guided pathways process, we currently lack 

adequate information to comment in a meaningful and effective way for the following reasons: 
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1. The CCRC document was not created by or for PBSC nor provided ahead of time for 

review. 

2. The English subcommittee expected that a draft of the English guided pathways with 

the cluster-recommended changes would be provided for cluster approval, nor was the 

link to the updated guided pathways provided to the cluster. The English cluster has 

significant concerns regarding the posted English Language and Literature pathway. 

3. Each program should assess only its own pathway instead of “every program” as stated 

in #1a of the CCRC self-assessment. 

We understand the importance of and appreciate the opportunity to take part in this process; 

however, for the aforementioned reasons, the English cluster respectfully declines the invitation 

to complete the guided pathways assessment activity at this time.” 

 

Announcements: 

 

• Holistically graded rubric 

o 6 Cluster members were selected to develop and bring later to Cluster to determine if 

such an option will be accepted district wide.  

 

• FCEA Conference (held in Boca in October) 

• Cluster member asked if we can return to discussion about class size.  It was mentioned that 

Dr. Yohe asked Shelia to look at class size again (What is the cost? – 22 students per 

course) 

o A motion was made to discuss the original report at the March Development Day 

meeting 

 

• 2 Seasons Visiting Writers Series (Spring 2019) 

o Local poets 

o Encouraged faculty to participate by encouraging students to attend 

o A wonderful opportunity for students to engage 

 

• Stewart Award submissions encouraged (due after Spring Break) 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 3:02 pm. 


