
 

 
CLUSTER AGENDA 

March 26, 2019 

1:30 pm to 3:30 pm 

Lake Worth Campus 

 

 

 

ITEM 1. Pillars of Instructional Excellence Activity 

  

 To help faculty developers plan and schedule professional development activities for the 

Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence, please review the Pillars of Instructional 

Excellence (P.I.E) and then identify one Pillar with the most growth potential for the cluster. 

Consider the growth potential for both full-time and adjunct faculty. Once the Pillar is 

identified, add any explanation or support the cluster believes would help developers plan and 

schedule professional development activities districtwide. Submit by email to Jennifer Hudson 

(hudsonj@palmbeachstate.edu) 

 

 

Discussion: The foreign language cluster has identified the following pillar as central to future 

professional development opportunities: ENGAGE. We believe this pillar promises growth potential for 

foreign languages because of the increasing role and dependence on technology resources to enhance the 

engagement and interaction both in the classroom and through the online learning components.  

 

In today’s foreign language teaching environment, we need specific tools to support a variety of learning 

styles through: gamification, the use of software to participate in a virtual learning study abroad program, 

practice through adaptive learning, and language-learning phone apps used to reinforce vocabulary and 

sentence structure. Additionally, this pillar promotes learning about new technology and the ongoing 

development of synchronous and asynchronous modalities for online and face-to-face learning 

environments. Professional development in any of these areas would be highly beneficial to the cluster 

and to the improvement of our courses taught both by full-time and adjuncts alike.   

 

Source:    Pillars of Instructional Excellence (P.I.E.):  https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/PIE/  

 

ITEM 2. General Education Status Change for Introductory Level Foreign Language Courses 

Discussion: The cluster unanimously approves adding introductory level foreign language courses to the 

general education course offerings. These courses were part of the general education curriculum five 

years ago and the cluster feels that they continue to meet the criteria as stated in the general education 

status form: 

 * …support the PBSC general education philosophy and the institutional learning outcomes: 

communication, critical thinking, and socio-cultural understanding. 

* …fit within at least one pathway: Arts, Humanities, Communication and Design 
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* …support internal programs and transfer to in-state public universities, particularly those 

which require foreign language courses as a graduation requirement.  

* …fit within one of the following areas: communication, humanities (literature and fine 

arts), mathematics, natural science, and social science to align with state and accreditation 

requirements. 

* …include “high-level academic and critical thinking skills” to align with state requirements. 

* …contribute to general education as a whole, rounding out the “breadth of knowledge” to 

align with regional accreditation requirements... reinforce cognitive skills,… and not be 

focused on “skills, techniques, and procedures specific to the student’s occupation or 

profession” to align with regional accreditation requirements. 

 

  

 

 

Attendance:  

Victor Slesinger, 

Wendy Mendez-

Hasselman, 

Emmanuel Alvarado 

   

    

    

 

Submitted by: Emmanuel Alvarado 

 

 

[name], Scribe 
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