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Cluster Meeting 
Health and Nutrition Cluster 

March 30, 2021 1:30-4:00pm 

 

ITEM 1.  Classroom Environment:  Please consider your instructional experiences during this past 
year in the pandemic - Spring 2020-Spring 2021. In preparation for the upcoming term, identify 
and share discipline-specific strategies that proved useful in promoting student success in your 
courses.   

Question: Which of those discipline-specific strategies would you recommend that your colleagues 
consider adopting for the upcoming academic year?  

Discussion Tips:  

• Identify a challenge (related to remote instruction) that you or your students faced during the Spring.  
 

• Consider how you or your students overcame the challenge. 
 

• Consider what others could learn from your experience.   
 

• Consider what you would do differently next time, if anything.  
 

• Identify a major institutional challenge (related to remote instruction) that you would like to see 
solved.  
 

*Please discuss with the faculty in your Cluster and summarize the conversation below.  
The different challenges and recommendations were discussed.  Some challenges that were highlighted 
were:   
1) Students being engaged in the on-line classes 
2) Students enrolled in on-line classes who typically would not traditionally take that format of class 
3) Students having difficulty transitioning to the on-line platform and assistance was not available 
 
Dean Wiley outlined fall plans for how students will register and the information that will be 
provided to the students prior to registration.  He also outlined how the classroom environment 
will be organized for face to face courses following CDC guidelines.  Cluster also discussed the 
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possibility of mandating the vaccine for the fall, specifically if a student wants to attend a face-to-
face class.  Faculty also suggested having student educated on the different learning modalities prior 
to being permitted to register (e.g. video presentation in registration) 
 

ITEM 2.  Recommendations for the mix of course offerings  

Question:  As the Academic Deans and Associate Deans plan for the Fall 2021 course schedules, as 
a Cluster, what recommendations do you have about the “mix” of course offerings/modalities in 
your discipline?  

a)   Would you like to see more face-to-face classes?   Yes or No:  Yes, if students ask for it, if 
professors are willing to teach, and based on CDC protocols.  Concerns for the logistics of social 
distancing between classes.   

b)    Would you be interested in teaching a HyFlex class?   Yes or No:  No 
(A HyFlex (hybrid-flexible) course allows each individual student to decide whether they want to 
attend class online or in person. Students can choose their preferred method of learning; they can 
attend some sessions online and other sessions face-to-face in the classroom.)  
*Please discuss with the faculty in your Cluster and summarize the conversation below. 
Dean Willey discussed the intricacies of HyFlex.  Cluster was concerned with the class 
management, technological challenges, and pedagogical challenges.   
 
Cluster asked if faculty could return to campus full-time if they want to teach face-to-face?  Can 
faculty stay and teach remote, it they prefer.  Will all faculty be required to reach all the different 
modalities?  Do students want to return to the campus?  Dean Willey responded saying that he did 
not believe it would be a requirement, but faculty could teach all their classes on campus.  He also 
advised faculty to discuss their preferences with their respective Associate Deans.  In response to 
students returning to campus, this is going to be an evolving issue which will be captured in fall 
enrollment. 
 

ITEM 3.  Instructional Technology/Course Materials Recommendations   

Question: As the Academic and Instructional Technology teams plan for the 2021-2022 academic 
year, what recommendations for additional technology support would be helpful in your 
discipline, if any?  As a Cluster, please discuss high impact practices with respect to technology 
used in the classroom that you have been using or would like to use and summarize the 
conversation below.    

Cluster has been using Zoom & Collaborate (classroom) and Microsoft Teams (in house).  There 
was question as to what video platform will be used in the fall semester.  Some other tools that have 
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been successful in engaging students are Google Jam Board, Nearpod, and Calendly (for remote 
office hours). 

Cluster would like to see more app modalities (Twitter, Instagram, Slack, and other social media) 
available in Canvas. 

 

 ITEM 4.  Canvas Training Materials   

Discussion: Faculty discussed continuing training to get their courses Canvas certified.  Professor 
Trigoboff is a Canvas trainer and has been assisting faculty in getting their courses ready.  She 
graciously offered to assist Dr. Rajcoomar with getting his course certified. 

Action:  Professor Trigoboff will liaison with faculty and assist them in getting their course as 
requested. 

ITEM 5.  Textbook Adoption Fall 2021 

Discussion: Cluster discussed adoption of current textbook to the newer editions, as well certain 
faculty wanting to switch to a preferred textbook.  Faculty decided to change based on the on-line 
platform and supplementary material for students. 

Action:   

HSC 2100 Cluster will adopt most recent edition of Core Concepts In Health (17th edition) 

HSC 2130 Cluster will adopt most recent edition of Human Sexuality (14th edition) 

HSC 2140  Cluster will adopt most recent edition of Drugs & Society (14th edition) 

HSC 2531 Faculty will pick their own textbook of Elsevier Language of Medicine (12th edition) or 
McGraw Hill Modern Healthcare (4th edition) 

HUN1201 Nutrition faculty are going to pick their own textbook between McGraw Hill Smart Book 
for Nutrition and Cengage Understanding Nutrition (16th edition) 

 

ITEM 6.  McGraw-Hill Medical Terminology 

Discussion: McGraw-Hill representatives presented their Medical Terminology textbook Modern 
Health Care (4th edition) and Essentials of Medical Language and the on-line platform offerings for 
student engagement, retention, and academic success.  
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Attendance: 
 
Edward Willey 
Belinda Mouradian 
Judith Sharlin 
Barbara Goldman 
Shalon Bull 
Bob Rajcoomar 
Tracy Ciucci 
Brian Findley 
Debra Trigoboff 
Kanathy Haney, Chair 
Paula Myslivecek, Scribe  
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