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CLUSTER MEETING MINUTES 
History Cluster 
January 7, 2021 

 
Call to order 9:30am 
 
ITEM 1.  Open Educational Resources 
The PBSC College Affordability Task Force is interested in finding out more about faculty usage of 
Open Educational Resources. Please have your Cluster discuss this topic.  

a) Discussion can include (but is not limited to) familiarity, current usage, interest in further usage, 
and obstacles faced when using. Please record discussion below.  

b) Once discussed, the task force asks that each faculty member takes the anonymous survey found 
here.    

 

Discussion:  

• OER can be used depending on the teaching style of the professor.   
• Middleton used an OER in the fall for WOH 1012 with success, but the lack of support 

materials necessitated increased preparation 
• Professors should not be forced to use OER 

 
 
ITEM 2.  Review and Update of Cluster Textbook Selection Process 
 
Discussion: History cluster recently addressed textbook selection.  Our process currently involves a 
majority vote of History adjuncts (who are required to use selected texts) in order to change books.  
Our cluster allows for each full-time faculty to adopt the best text for their teaching style, but we 
recognize that part-time professors would bear most of the burden of preparing new classes in the 
event of a textbook change. 
 
BOT Policy number 1. Language should be amended as follows:  “Each faculty cluster will develop 
and maintain a textbook selection process, which may include the option by a full-time faculty 
member to select their own or no textbook.” 
 

http://palmbeachstate.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cU5XqZNwLY55xNH
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In the case of sequential courses, full-time professors should choose their own required books and 
materials for their class.  For example, the sequence of World History 1012 and 1022 requires two 
different texts because of the approach different authors take to the history involved, 1022 having a 
greater emphasis on art and architecture because of the Renaissance. 
 
Professors should be able to use a book for overloads and cancellations that conforms to their needs.  
If asked to take over a course already well begun, professors may not want to require a different book 
or materials but reserve the discretion to do so with consideration for the students. 
 
ITEM 3.  Recommendations about the mix of course offerings 
 
Discussion: History cluster believes that classes must be offered entirely one of three ways:  virtual, 
online or in-class.  We must not try to mix virtual and in-class instruction; in the opinion of all, such a 
mixture would create a chaotic situation. 
 
History cluster would like to teach in-class but only under safe circumstances with regard to Covid-19.   
 

 
Meeting Adjourned 10:40 am 

 
Attendance:  Prof. 
Rodney Dillon, Prof. 
Omar Cuan, Dr. Sallie 
Middleton 

  

   
   
 
Submitted by: Chairwoman Sallie Middleton 
 

 
Middleton, Scribe 
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