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CLUSTER AGENDA & MEETING MINUTES 
CLUSTER NAME: MATHEMATICS 

January 8th, 2021    9:00-11:00 AM 
 

Prof. Zatto begins the meeting at 9:04 A.M. 
 
ITEM 1.  Open Educational Resources 
 
The PBSC College Affordability Task Force is interested in finding out more about faculty usage of Open 
Educational Resources. Please have your Cluster discuss this topic.  

a) Discussion can include (but is not limited to) familiarity, current usage, interest in further usage, 
and obstacles faced when using. Please record discussion below.  

b) Once discussed, the task force asks that each faculty member takes the anonymous survey found 
here.    

 
Discussion:  
 
Prof. Zatto opens the discussion. 
 
Prof. McDonald provides the cluster an overview of her current use of OER materials in STA2021, 
including OpenStax and Lumen OHM, an online homework management system like MyMathLab, 
Pearson’s online content system.   
 
Prof. McDonald invites questions from the cluster: 
 

Question by Prof. Zatto: How long does it take to create a course using OER materials?  Are 
there a lot of resources available? 
Answer by Prof. McDonald: Depending on which platform and course you are interested in 
creating with OER, the length of time will vary.  There are a lot of resources and shells that are 
already available so instructors may not need to begin from scratch.  The most time-consuming 
part will likely be in creating videos for students, although, there are many videos already 
available. 
 
Question by Prof. Abbondanza: How well do OER materials integrate with the LMS 
(Blackboard/Canvas)?  Do the grades sync to the gradebook? 
Answer by Prof. McDonald: The integration process has been smoother than MyMathLab in 
many ways.  Students experience less technical trouble than MyMathLab.  Grades sync easily 
between the homework platform and LMS gradebook.  The only drawback is that there are not 
as many “help” resources available for students like there is with MyMathLab. 
 
 

Prof. McCallister suggests the College should consider organizing a “Course Coordinator” to help 
facilitate the design and implementation of standardized OER course shells for faculty to use in 
MAC1105 and MAT1033C.  This coordinator should be a faculty member who receives release time 
in exchange for designing and maintaining OER shells on Canvas. 

http://palmbeachstate.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cU5XqZNwLY55xNH
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Prof. Brownlee indicates he is currently in the process of designing a fully online MAT1033C course 
in Canvas using OER materials which include an OpenStax textbook and MyOpenMath as the online 
homework system; Prof. Brownlee is also creating videos and additional resources for students to use 
in conjunction with this course, which will be ready for use by the Canvas launch in Fall 2021.  Prof. 
McCallister reiterates her belief that the College should grant course release time for this effort and to 
any instructor who designs an OER course for use by the greater College community. 
 
Prof. Abbondanza suggests Prof. Brownlee contact e-Learning when the OER 1033C Canvas shell is 
complete about purchasing the shell. 
 
Prof. Sharp inquires whether the cluster will be required to update new OER materials every three 
years as we currently do with publisher textbooks.  Prof. Brownlee indicates that OER publishers 
release updates less frequently and so the three-year refresh may not be required or necessary. 
 
Prof. Sharp inquires about test banks/test creation software for OER.  Prof. Brownlee answers that 
OpenStax/OER in general does not have standalone test banks or test creation software, like Pearson’s 
TestGen, however, using MyOpenMath instructors are able to create online assessments which are 
algorithmically generated, and Prof. Katyal notes that these MyOpenMath assessments can then be 
printed for use in class.  Prof. Rogers suggests that College invest in purchasing institutional licenses 
for the full suite of Kuta software that will allow instructors to create worksheets and exams for use in 
OER classes. 
 
Prof. Zatto closes the discussion by asking all cluster faculty to complete the College’s OER survey 
while noting her support for the creation of an OER course coordinator. 
 
 
ITEM 2.  Recommendations about the mix of course offerings 
 

a) As the Academic Deans and Associate Deans plan for the Summer and Fall 2021 course 
schedules, what recommendations do you have about the “mix” of course offerings in your 
discipline?   

https://openstax.org/details/books/intermediate-algebra-2e
http://www.myopenmath.com/
https://www.kutasoftware.com/buy.html
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b) Would you like to see more face-to-face classes?   Yes or No:  _______ 
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Discussion:  
 
Prof. Zatto opens the discussion with an overview of the modalities (remote vs. online vs. hybrid vs. 
face-to-face) offered by the College and requests faculty participate in the two polls shown above. 
 
Prof. Abbondanza stresses the current COVID situation is quickly evolving and without knowing what 
summer and fall will look like in terms of vaccine distribution and availability, as well as infection 
rates, faculty feedback may change. 
 
During the polling, a brief discussion among faculty about the advantages of remote learning took 
place.  Faculty report positive student feedback for remote classes and many faculty hope the College 
will continue to offer remote instruction as one of the modalities going forward, even after we return 
to campus.  
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ITEM 3.  Test Center services extended (Dr. Yohe) 
 
Dr. Yohe met with Dr. Barbatis, the Deans of Students, and the Testing Center Directors in order to 
extend Test Center services to allow for more proctoring of tests for certain mathematics classes. 
 
Discussion:  
 
Prof. Zatto opens the discussion by welcoming Dr. Roger Yohe, Vice President of Academic Affairs at 
Palm Beach State College, to the meeting and thanks him for joining us. 
 
Dr. Yohe thanks the cluster and begins by reviewing conversations he has had in recent months with 
deans, associate deans, and faculty about the increase in academic dishonesty on high-stakes 
assessments since transitioning to remote learning.  Paris Sepulveda-Smith and Dewitt Dickson, 
Testing Center Managers at the Lake Worth and Boca Raton campuses, respectively, present an 
overview of the current scheduling limitations of on-site testing due to CDC guidelines. 
 
Dr. Yohe is committed to increasing funding to provide additional staff and support so Testing Centers 
across the College may increase testing capacity beginning this semester.  The Testing Center cluster 
will meet on Monday, January 11, 2021, to formulate an updated plan and report back to Dr. Karran-
McCoy, who will update the math cluster. 
 
After the discussion with Dr. Yohe and Testing Center leadership, Dr. Becky Mercer, Associate Dean 
of Academic Affairs at the Palm Beach Gardens campus, reminds faculty of the importance of ensuring 
syllabi are complete and comprehensive about testing policies, proper behavior during testing, and 
academic dishonesty, including the consequences associated with engaging in academic dishonesty.  Dr. 
Mercer reiterates her role in supporting faculty in their enforcement of class policies.  Dean Dana 
Hamadeh, Associate Dean of Academic Affairs at the Boca Raton campus, also stresses the importance 
of ensuring syllabi are thorough and detailed with all policies, procedures, and consequences to help 
support faculty in the event of a student dispute. 
 
 
ITEM 4.  Gradescope FREE for ALL faculty in Spring 2021 (Laura McCallister and Anurag 
Katyal) 
 
Anne Guiler will be co-chairing the Third-Party Tool Assessment Committee. Gradescope will be 
evaluated by a faculty committee as the first step for its adoption. Adam Connor has agreed to 
provide all our faculty using Gradescope (and an upgrade) free of charge in the Spring 2021.  
Anne will get a list of the Gradescope faculty users and will invite them to attend the Gradescope 
Assessment Webinar to cast their vote. If there is a competing software, we may have to get them to 
present as well before a vote is made.  The next step is for Anne to take it to Dr. Ginger Pedersen 
for budgeting. Then it must be taken to the Governance Committee. Supporters of Gradescope may 
be asked by Anne to accompany her as sponsors of Gradescope. 
 
Discussion:  
 
Prof. McCallister announces that Gradescope will be free for all faculty to use in Spring 2021.  
Continued efforts are underway to adopt Gradescope for PBSC in the future as we transition to Canvas 
beginning in Fall 2021. 
 



6 
 

ITEM 5.  Review and Update of Cluster Textbook Selection Process 
 
As a Cluster, please review the Cluster’s textbook selection process and update the process to address 
each of the five items contained in the District Board of Trustees policy. The textbook adoption 
process should be in line with the current District Board of Trustees Policy – this policy can be found 
at: 
https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/boardoftrustees/Documents/BoardPolicies/Section2/2.11Textbook
Selection.pdf 
 
The current Cluster textbook selection process is posted online at: 
https://internal.palmbeachstate.edu/AcademicServices/textbook.aspx. (Please note: To access this 
site, you must either be on campus to log into the intranet or connect via Remote Desktop.) 
 
Some items to consider: 

• Cluster procedures should address each of the items in the current Board policy (items 1-5).  
• If the practice is that full-time faculty can select their own materials (not including 

sequential courses), please be sure that you address this within the Cluster textbook selection 
process.  As an example, the Speech Cluster addresses in their current process that full-time 
faculty can select their own materials. 

 
Once your Cluster has updated the textbook selection process, please forward the Cluster-approved 
process to the appropriate Cluster Liaison for review. If the process adheres to the District Board of 
Trustees policy, the updated process will be sent to Clarisse May, Academic Coordinator in 
Academic Services, to be uploaded to the Intranet. 
 
Discussion:  
 
Prof. Zatto opens the discussion with a review of the current math cluster textbook selection process. 
 
A conversation between faculty commenced and the following adoptions/changes have been made to 
the College’s textbook selection policy.  The College policy is outlined below with cluster 
adoptions/changes outlined by subsequent bullet points. 
 
College Textbook Selection Policy 
 

1. Each faculty cluster will develop and maintain a textbook selection process, which may include 
the option by a full-time faculty member to select no textbook. 

• Faculty will also have the option to use OER instructional materials in lieu of a cluster-
approved publisher textbook or instructional materials. 

2. Texts will be adopted for a minimum of three (3) academic years. All adoptions of texts (new 
or new edition) become effective in fall term of each academic year or in a different term with 
permission of the Vice President of Academic Affairs. 

• The minimum three-year adoption policy only applies to cluster-approved publisher 
textbooks and/or instructional materials and does not apply to those courses using OER 
materials.  Faculty using OER instructional materials may choose to update materials 
sooner as needed. 

3. Each cluster will select the textbook that adjuncts will use for each course collegewide. 

https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/boardoftrustees/Documents/BoardPolicies/Section2/2.11TextbookSelection.pdf
https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/boardoftrustees/Documents/BoardPolicies/Section2/2.11TextbookSelection.pdf
https://internal.palmbeachstate.edu/AcademicServices/textbook.aspx
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• The cluster will maintain an approved list of both publisher instructional materials and 
OER instructional materials for use at the adjunct’s discretion, unless otherwise 
directed by their department chair. 

4. For those sequential courses in which the same textbook is used for more than one term, one 
textbook will be selected for use collegewide. 

5. Faculty that are reassigned classes (i.e. cancellation, overloads) will use the textbook selected 
by the cluster for that course. 

 
 
ITEM 6.  MAC1105C Summer Offerings (Zalmond Abbondanza) 
 
Hoping to offer MAC1105C in Summer 2021 and onward. 
 
Discussion: 
 
Prof. Abbondanza announces that the Curriculum Committee has approved MAC1105C which should 
be available for students beginning in Summer 2021.  This course will be listed as a single 5-credit 
course and combines the traditional 3-credit MAC1105 with 2-credits of lab/support. 
 
 
ITEM 7.  TI SmartView software (Cynthia Alexandre) 
 
TI-SmartView software is available for TI-84 but not the TI-30 calculators   
You can gain access to this software by submitting a software request via an IDT service request. 

 
Discussion:  
 
Prof. Alexandre asks the cluster to support requesting the College purchase an institutional license for TI-
SmartView for MathPrint Calculators, an emulator for calculator models such as the TI-30 calculator series.  
Currently, the College provides access to TI-SmartView CE for the TI-84 family of calculators for use in upper-
level classes. 
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ITEM 8.  Math Awareness Week 2021 (MAW committee) 
 
Virtual Math Awareness Week will be held 9am-6pm Monday April 5th – Thursday April 8th, 2021  
 
Please encourage your students to attend 😊😊 Thank you! 
 
If you would like to contribute, then please contact Lauren Zatto zattol@palmbeachstate.edu 
 
Discussion:  
 
Prof. Zatto opens the discussion with the announcement that 2021 will have a virtual Math Awareness 
Week.  Volunteers are encouraged to reach out to Prof. Zatto for more information on presenting. 
 
 
ITEM 9.  Center for Teaching and Learning (Ira Rosenthal) 
 
CTLE offers many workshops and other events to enrich our pedagogy and professional life.  
 
Discussion:  
 
Prof. Rosenthal opens the discussion with an overview of upcoming CTLE Spring semester events and 
encourages participation and support. 

 
 
ITEM 10.  Developmental Algebra (Tricia Lynn) 
 
Professor Lynn will be meeting with the College Readiness AD soon.  
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Anyone with general concerns or other input regarding Developmental Algebra, please email 
Professor Lynn at lynnt@palmbeachstate.edu 
 
 
Discussion:  
 
Prof. Lynn opens the discussion by requesting feedback from faculty about our Developmental Algebra 
offerings she can take to her forthcoming College Readiness meeting in the coming week. 
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Attendance: 
 
Abbondanza, Zalmond 
Alexandre, Cynthia 
Barad, Michael 
Basant, Garfield 
Boulware, Roy 
Brown, Ralston 
Brownlee, Joseph (Cluster Scribe) 
Butler, Reginald 
Castaneda, Gilberto 
Chan, Kenny 
Dickson, Dewitt (Boca Testing Center Manager, Guest) 
Erdogan, Abdullah 
Finamore, Timothy 
Gordon, Jermaine 
Hamadeh, Dana (Associate Dean, Boca) 
Heath, Laura 
Ivanova, Elka 
Johns, Tamara 
Karran-McCoy, Kathleen (Guest, Dean of Student Development) 
Katyal, Anurag 
Knysh, Natalia 
Librun, Witney 
Lukacs, Olimpia 
Lurie, Anna 
Lynn, Tricia 
McCallister, Laura 
McCoy, Lawanna 
McDonald, Carrie 
Mercer, Becky (Associate Dean, Gardens) 
Millan, Zenaida 
Oprista, Alex 
Piccolino, Tony 
Pick, Joseph 
Porro, Ana 
Rodrigues, Justin 
Rogers, Bridget 
Rosenthal, Ira 
Ruffin, Derrick 
Sepulveda-Smith, Paris (LW Testing Center Manager, Guest) 
Sharp, Barbara 
Siassi, Tony 
Siniscalchi, Tim 
Speights, Terri 
Sullivan, Clark 
Talebi, Mike 
Theodores, George 
Thomasson, Kathryn 
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Ugurlu, Ozlem 
Wilson, Rose 
Yohe, Roger (VPAA) 
Zatto, Lauren (Cluster Chair) 
 
 

Submitted by: 
 

 
Joseph R. Brownlee, Scribe 
 
 
c. Academic Minutes Distribution List  
 


