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CLUSTER AGENDA & MEETING MINUTES 
CLUSTER NAME: Mathematics  

October 30th, 2020      9:00-11:00am 
 

Meeting Start: 9:06 AM 
Meeting End: 11:37 AM 

 
ITEM 1.  15-Week Academic Calendar 
As a result of the pandemic, PBSC moved to a 15-week academic calendar for the Fall and 
upcoming Spring semesters.  Should we adopt a 15-week academic calendar permanently 
beginning with the 2021-2022 academic year?     
 

• Finals week would be replaced with a week of instruction. Finals would occur on the last class 
meeting for each term; but would not be scheduled the same day grades are due.  

• The Fall 2021 term would begin on August 26th and end on December 21st. 
• Summer 2021 ends on August 12th. Faculty would have an extra week of planning beginning 

on August 19th.  
• We would lose the flexibility of having an extra instructional week in case we were impacted 

by a hurricane or other event. 
 
Discussion:  
 
Prof. Lauren Zatto begins the discussion with a brief overview of the proposed permanent 15-week 
academic calendar adjustment.  
 
Prof. Rogers asks how classroom scheduling will work if final exams will continue to require two 
hours; Prof. McCallister suggests splitting the final exam across two class periods.  Faculty expressed 
concerns about student anxiety having multiple final exams in a single day if the last day of class is 
used to proctor finals in a 15-week semester; faculty also express concern that a 15-week semester will 
not allow enough time to cover material, especially in content-heavy courses. 
 
Poll: Should PBSC permanently adopt a 15-week academic calendar? 
 
Yes: 8 
 
No: 23 
 
Item 1 Action:  n/a 
 
ITEM 2.  LMS Course Availability for Students 
Our current E-Learning practice is to make courses in the learning management system 
(currently Blackboard and then Canvas) available to students at 12:01 a.m. on the official start 
date of classes in a given term.  With the increase in the classes being taught remotely, a 
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significant number of students were requesting earlier access to the online component of their 
courses.  Should our current practice be adjusted to allow students to have access to their LMS 
course 72 business hours before the first day of class?    
 

• Earlier access to the LMS materials will allow students to understand the expectations of the course. 
• Earlier identification of course access to address technical and connectivity problems. 
• Make students aware of course requirements. 
• Prepare the students for the first-class session. 
• E-Learning designers will create a course entry page (with Faculty input) that will address student 

questions. 
 
Discussion:  
 
Prof. Lauren Zatto begins the discussion with a brief overview of the proposed policy granting 
students early access to the LMS. 
 
Profs. McCallister, Pick, and Barad express their approval for the change.  Dr. Barad believes the 
additional access time will allow students to register for MyMathLab and become oriented to the 
course layout.  Prof. Finamore believes early access is useful, but suggests the early access window be 
shorter, perhaps 24-hours or 48-hours prior to the start of the semester, to allow faculty to continue to 
make edits to their LMS shells; Prof. Katyal reminds the cluster they are able to open/close modules 
and course content while edits are being made to prevent students from accessing content that is not 
yet ready. 
 
Dr. Heath questions when this policy will take effect, and she suggests we begin after Fall 2021 when 
Canvas is set to “go live.”  Prof. Brownlee suggests that granting students early access to the LMS will 
allow faculty to utilize the first day of class for pure instruction and not as an orientation day, which 
will be useful in the event the College transitions to a permanent 15-week semester.  Prof. Katyal notes 
that class registration does not end 72-hours ahead of time and granting early access to the LMS and 
requiring students to complete/review material may disadvantage those students who register later.  
Prof. McCoy is concerned with students registering late for classes, noting she had students added to 
her Fall 2020 classes up to two weeks after the start of the semester.  Dr. Ivanova asks whether this 
may conflict with faculty contracts if courses will be required to be ready in advance of each semester. 
 
Poll: “Should students have access to their LMS course 72 business hours before the first day of class? 
 
Yes: 17 
 
No: 14 
 
Item 2 Action:  n/a 

 
 

ITEM 3: Retention/Re-Enrollment 
Traditionally, each Spring semester, over 8,000 PBSC students do not re-enroll from the Fall 
term.  Studies show that students stop out for the following reasons: 
  

• Finances and the Need to Work 
• Low Academic Preparation and Time Management 
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• Life Situations – Family Responsibilities, Loss of a Job, Personal Relationships 
• Balance of Social Life and Academics 
• No Individual Attention or Guidance/Integration/Lack of Family Support 

  
As a cluster, what primary reason(s) do you find affect a student’s retention? 
  
Which strategies could the Cluster implement to positively affect students continuing their 
enrollment? 
 
Discussion Tips: 

• Identify those issues students experience. 
• Consider how you can help students overcome these barriers. 
• Consider what other instructors could learn from your experience. 
• Consider what if anything that you would do differently next time. 
• How can the institution support you and our students better?  
• Which strategies can be implemented immediately to effect spring enrollment? 

  
Discussion:         
 
Prof. Lauren Zatto begins the discussion with a brief overview of the retention/re-enrollment concerns. 
 
Prof. Abbondanza notes that faculty have little control over many of the reasons students do not return 
to the College, but suggests faculty can help positively influence students by increasing engagement 
and one-on-one meetings to help guide them in study habits, general academic advising, and targeted 
course content help.  Echoing Prof. Abbondanza, Prof. Sharp suggests meeting with students 
individually each semester to discuss study strategies and ways we can help support their academic 
success has been beneficial in her classes.  Prof. McCallister notes reducing class size to give faculty 
the opportunity to spend more time individually with students will ultimately lead to greater success 
and increased retention.  Prof. Pick believes the remote environment has increased student engagement 
through virtual office hours and believes it is incumbent upon faculty to ensure they are leveraging the 
abundantly available technology to their advantage to help students feel connected to the College. 
 
Support services offered by the College where students can be directed for assistance: 

• Financial Literacy workshops: www.palmbeachstate.edu/financialaid/HowToVideos.aspx 
• Student Assistance Funds: www.palmbeachstate.edu/perc/ 
• Food Pantry:  www.palmbeachstate.edu/panther-pantry/default.aspx 
• Counseling: www.palmbeachstate.edu/counselingcenter/default.aspx 
• Student Learning Center: www.palmbeachstate.edu/slc/contact-us.aspx 

 
ITEM 4: Review and vote on new FAU and NOVA courses 
Dr. Yohe would like the Math Cluster to review and vote on the new courses that FAU and 
Nova have listed as their math courses for math education majors.  These classes are for 
instructors who want to be credentialed to teach college credit math. Both Nova and FAU 
have recently provided us with a revised list of their courses. We would like the Cluster to 
look at the new listing of courses from both universities and hopefully approve them for 
credentialing purposes. The document includes the old and new courses, along with Dean 
Gingras’ notes in red about reviewing the new ones. 
 
 

https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/financialaid/HowToVideos.aspx
https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/perc/
https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/panther-pantry/default.aspx
https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/counselingcenter/default.aspx
https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/slc/contact-us.aspx
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Discussion:  
 
Prof. Lauren Zatto begins the discussion with a brief overview of Item 4 and the credentialing 
conversations the Cluster has had previously.  Dean Hamadeh gives the Cluster an overview of the 
credentialing history for Nova and FAU courses. 
 
Conversation about continuing to publish the approved list of Nova and FAU courses in the academic 
manual was had between faculty.  Dean Hamadeh suggests the Cluster reviews the updated list and 
then the Dean’s Council can revisit whether the lists will be published in the credentialing manual.  
Profs. Rodrigues, Abbondanza, and Brownlee all noted the Cluster has previously voted to remove the 
official Nova and FAU courses from the published credentialing manual in a previous meeting. 
 
The Cluster believes further discussion and investigation is needed for Nova classes.  A subcommittee 
will be formed to provide individual feedback for each Nova class which will include an examination 
of syllabi, final exams, and any additional information that may be needed.  Prof. McCoy notes that 
classes with an education/pedagogical aspect are important considering the College’s mission as a 
teaching institution. 
 
Nova Subcommittee Members: 
 
Abbondanza 
Boulware 
Brownlee 
McCallister 
Rogers 
Siassi 
 
Item 4 Action: A subcommittee for Nova courses will meet and follow up with the Cluster.   
 
 
ITEM 5: Discussion regarding Extra Credit – Zalmond Abbondanza 
 
***Congratulations to Zalmond and others who helped create the college algebra/concepts of 
algebra co-requisite course! The curriculum committee approved MAC1105C 😊😊 
 
Discussion: 
 
Prof. Abbondanza briefs the Cluster on the Curriculum Committee’s recent approval of the 
MAC1105C co-requisite course.  More information to follow. 
 
Prof. Abbondanza also opens the extra credit discussion with concern about grade inflation and the 
interference by advising and other departments at the College seeking to allow students exceptions to 
makeup policies and extensions.  Multiple faculty raise concern about declining rigor and a general 
consensus among the Cluster  
 
Item 5 Action:  n/a 
 
 
ITEM 6: Creation of Mathematics Department webpage on PBSC website – Bridget Rogers 
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Reference: Santa Fe College’s Math Department webpage 
https://www.sfcollege.edu/math/index 
 
 
Discussion:  
 
Prof. Rogers opens the discussion with her desire to create a “one stop shop” for the Mathematics 
Department where students can get information about careers, pathways, course offerings, biographies 
on faculty, events, and more.  Prof. Rogers notes department webpages are a commonly used tool at 
many of our sister institutions in the Florida College System. 
 
Poll: “Are you in favor of the creation of a PBSC Math Department Webpage?” 
 
Yes: 27 
 
No: 0 
 
Abstain: 2 
 
Item 6 Action:  Prof. Rogers will follow up with IT on next steps for creating a Mathematics 
Department page. 
 
 
ITEM 7: Pearson information (Jen Stevens) 
 
MyMathLab/MyStatLab upcoming webinars/trainings: MyLab Math & Statistics Live Sessions   
 
STA2023 (Triola will be out in a new edition in January) 
MAC 1114/40/47 (Blitzer will be out in a new edition in January) 
MGF 1106/1107 (Angel is already out in the 11e) 
 
Question from Jen Stevens: From my understanding the cluster votes on a textbook and then 
everyone uses that textbook. The only way a professor can use another course material would be if 
it were OER, correct? 
 
Discussion:  
 
Prof. Lauren Zatto begins the discussion with the question posed by Jen Stevens, Pearson 
Representative. 
 
Prof. Katyal believes the argument for “academic freedom” supersedes any restraints the Cluster may 
impose on faculty.  Prof. Rogers reminds the Cluster fulltime faculty are free to choose their own 
course materials, including the use of free/low-cost OER alternatives, but part-time faculty are 
required to use the Cluster-approved publisher materials.  Concern over the intrusion of a publisher 
representative in Cluster business was raised by numerous faculty. 
 
Item 7 Action:  The Cluster will continue to allow faculty to adopt textbooks/course material provided 
the material is less than that of the Cluster-approved publisher material. 

https://www.sfcollege.edu/math/index
https://pearsoncustomersuccess.co/ok0
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ITEM 8: Statistics Textbook – Carrie McDonald 
 
Upcoming Statistics textbook review! 
Who will be active on search committee? 
 
Discussion:  
 
Prof. McDonald opens the discussion for the Cluster with an overview of the current STA2023 
textbook and recommends the Cluster hold off on adopting a new textbook considering the current 
environment and circumstances.  Consensus among the Cluster is that holding off on a textbook 
change will help faculty manage their time with transitioning to Canvas. 
 
Prof. Rodrigues motions to extend the current adoptions for all textbooks for one additional year.  
Prof. Alexandre 2nd the motion. 
 
All in favor: 31 
  
All opposed: 0 
 
The motion carried. 
 
Item 8 Action:  The committee has approved the motion to extend all currently adopted textbooks for 
one academic year.  Prof. Zatto will follow up with Jen Stevens from Pearson. 
 
ITEM 9: College Affordability Task Force – Carrie McDonald 
 

• Update on College Affordability Task Force initiatives  
• Student feedback after using Lumen OHM with OpenStax for Statistics course  

 
Discussion:  
 
Prof. McDonald briefly discusses her use of Lumen OHM and student feedback. 
 
Item 9 Action:  n/a 
 
ITEM 10: Math Awareness Week 2021 – Lauren Zatto 
 

• Faculty organizing, volunteering, and/or contributing to MAW, please stay after for a 
few minutes to decide on a near future meeting date to discuss details of MAW 2021.  
 
Thank you!  
 

Discussion:  
 
Prof. Zatto reviews the possible meeting times for the MAW committee and what information will be 
discussed in the committee’s meeting (MAW dates, times, schedule, theme).  Tentative meeting will 
be Friday, November 6, at 10:00 AM via Zoom. 
 
Item 10 Action:  Prof. Zatto will send out the MAW Zoom invite to volunteers. 
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Attendance: 
 
Abbondanza, Zalmond 
Alexandre, Cynthia 
Barad, Mike 
Brown, Ralston 
Brownlee, Joseph (Cluster Scribe) 
Boulware, Roy 
Butler, Reginald 
Castaneda, Gilberto 
Chan, Kenny 
Erodogan, Abdullah 
Finamore, Timothy 
Hamadeh, Dana (Associate Dean) 
Heath, Laura 
Ivanova, Elka 
Johns, Tamara 
Katyal, Anurag 
Lynn, Tricia 
Lukacs, Olympia 
Massoud, Talebi 
McCallister, Lauren 
McCoy, Lawanna 
McDonald, Carrie 
Millan, Zenaida 
Piccolino, Anthony 
Pick, Joseph 
Porro, Ana 
Rodrigues, Justin 
Rogers, Bridget 
Ruffin, Derrick 
Sharp, Barbara 
Siassi, Tony 
Speights, Terri 
Sullivan, Clark 
Theodores, George 
Thomasson, Kathryn 
Ugurlu, Ozlem 
Zatto, Lauren (Cluster Chair) 
 

   

    
    
Submitted by: 
 
 
 
 
 
Joseph R. Brownlee, Cluster Scribe 


