
 
 

CLUSTER AGENDA 

March 26, 2019 

1:30 pm to 3:30 pm Lake Worth Campus-NS0113 

 

Item 1: Pillars of Instructional Excellence Activity  

To help faculty developers plan and schedule professional development activities for the Center for Teaching and 

Learning Excellence, please review the Pillars of Instructional Excellence (P.I.E) and then identify one Pillar 

with the most growth potential for the cluster. Consider the growth potential for both full-time and adjunct 

faculty. Once the Pillar is identified, add any explanation or support the cluster believes would help developers 

plan and schedule professional development activities districtwide. Submit by email to Jennifer Hudson 

(hudsonj@palmbeachstate.edu)  

 

Discussion:  

Source: Pillars of Instructional Excellence (P.I.E.): https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/PIE/    

I. Manage: Employ methods and manage resources that create a positive learning environment to 

effectively promote opportunities for student success. 

II. Assess: create and employ a variety of effective lessons and assessments that accurately measure and 

promote student learning and continuous improvement at both the classroom and institutional level. 

III. Know: remain current in subject area through educational and professional activities that strengthen the 

capacity to update/redesign courses, assessments, and individual learning opportunities that are relevant 

to this knowledge. 

IV. Engage: apply contemporary, evidence-based teaching practices that maximize student learning. 

V. Include: demonstrate intercultural competence that embodies respect and empathy, using knowledge and 

skills to utilize teaching strategies to create an atmosphere of equity and inclusion that maximizes 

learning for every student. 

VI. Thrive: embody positive mental, emotional, physical, and interpersonal lives in their work and in the 

culture of the College by employing strategies to promote well-being for themselves and others. 

 

Action: Please complete this brief Google Form at https://forms.gle/zkH7dXVBcddEcfwS6 

 

Cluster Decision: 

 

Which pillar: Engagement 

 

Why: Many math students tend to be passive, research indicates that increasing student engagement results in 

higher student success rates. Learn how to best present information to millennials and “generation z” students. 

 

Data: 

“Assessing Long-Term Effects of Inquiry-Based Learning: A Case Study from College Mathematics” 

-Kogan, Laursen: https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10755-013-9269-9 

 

“Active learning increases student performance in science, engineering, and mathematics” 

-Freeman, Eddy, McDonough, et al: https://www.pnas.org/content/111/23/8410 
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Professional development opportunities which the cluster suggested may be helpful in achieving growth in this 

area include those listed below. 

• Training centered around research regarding the learning styles, study habits and educational 

expectations of our current and upcoming generations of students. 

• Hands-on training on the use of existing and emerging modern technology and other types of strategies 

known to make classes more interactive and engaging for students in hopes of boosting student success.  

• Interdisciplinary teaching squares for faculty to exchange  ideas and develop strategies for engaging 

students in the learning process. 

 

 

Item 2: Math Awareness Week Updates (Each campus) 

 Lake Worth: Elka Ivanova  

 Gardens: Bridget Rogers  

 Loxahatchee: Alvin Johnson 

 Belle Glade: Tony Siassi 

 Boca Raton: Mary Lashway 

 

Discussion: All campuses are ready for Math Awareness week. 

 

Action: None needed. 

 

Item 3: Corequisite MAC1105 Pilot (Abbondanza, Porro) 

 

Discussion: Curriculum Approval. Proposal is to offer a pilot in the Spring 2020 term of  a  5 credit 

combo class, with the traditional 3-credit MAC1105 class augmented by a 2-credit MAT1034 course 

that covers Intermediate Algebra material.  

 

Action: Put to a vote: 36 voted yes, 7 abstained.  

 

 

Item 4: Textbook Review for MAT1100 Quantitative Reasoning 

 

Discussion: Professor McDonald volunteered to be the chair for MAT1100 textbook committee. 

 

Action: Decided to keep current edition of the text for an additional year. 

 

 

Item 5: Textbook Review for Calculus series (Piccolino) 

 

Discussion: We will be keeping the same Calculus 1-3 textbook for the following year. 

 

Action: None needed. 

 

Item 6: Congratulations Colleagues! 

 

• Anurag Katyal 

PBSC Associate Professor Anurag Katyal is among six in the nation selected to participate as a 

fellow in a Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL) initiative being piloted by the American 

Mathematical Association of Two-Year Colleges. #PBSCNews https://bit.ly/2EdOUmo  

 

• Alex Opritsa 

STEM professors to receive Excellence Awards PBSC math professor Alex Opritsa have been 

https://bit.ly/2EdOUmo


chosen to receive an Excellence Award from NISOD  

http://news.palmbeachstate.edu/2019/03/14/three-stem-professors-to-receive-nisod-excellence-

awards/  

 

 

 

Item 7: New Cluster Positions. 

This is Chairwoman McDonald’s last meeting as cluster chair.  

 

Action: Professor Rodrigues will serve as cluster chair for the next year. Professor Zatto will serve as the 

cluster scribe for the upcoming year 

 

Item 8: PBSC AMATYC Membership (Katyal) 

Discussion: AMATYC membership allows student research leagues, student math competitions and allows 

one faculty member to attend conferences.  

 

Action: Professor Burkett moved that PBSC becomes a AMATYC member. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

 

Attendance: 

Barad   McCoy 

Basant   Millan 

Boulware  Opritsa 

Burkett  Piccolino 

Castaneda  Pick    

Chan   Porro 

Chitsonga  Rodrigues 

Domnitch  Rogers 

Finamore  Rosenthal 

Gordon  Sharp 

Graziose  Siassi 

Heath   Siniscalchi 

Ivanova  Speights 

Johns   Stevens (McDonald) 

Johnson  Sullivan 

Katyal   Talebi 

Knysh   Theodores 

Langston  Thomasson 

Librun   Ugurlu 

Maxwell  Wilson 

McCallister  Zatto 

   Tomaszewski 

    

 

Submitted by: 
 

Justin Rodrigues 
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