
 
 

CLUSTER AGENDA 
Mathematics 

August 25, 2020 at 1:00pm 
Meeting via ZOOM  

 
Item 1: Welcome New Mathematics Faculty  
(Cluster Shared Folder Details/Access)  
 
Welcome New Temporary Full Time Faculty 
 
Dr. Anna Lurie (Boca campus) 
Dr. Abdullah Erdogan (Gardens campus) 
 
Discussion: Prof. Zatto invited Dr. Lurie and Dr. Erdogan to introduce themselves to the 
cluster. 
 
Data/data source: n/a 
 
Action: n/a 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Item 2: SLC Online Tutoring  
 
Monday - Thursday  9am - 9pm 
Friday 9am - 6pm 
Saturday & Sunday 12pm - 9pm 

 
Discussion: Prof. Zatto covered general SLC information, including operating hours and 
appointment sessions.  Prof. Rosenthal suggested faculty make a direct link to the SLC in the green 
navigation pane of Blackboard courses. 
 
Data/data source: n/a 
 
Action: 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Item 3: IRE Request (Dr. Karen Pain)  
 
https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/ire/CollegeEffectiveness/TrainingConsultation-
CampusLabs.aspx 
 
Discussion: Prof. Zatto shared information about the necessity of submitting assessment data as part 

https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/ire/CollegeEffectiveness/TrainingConsultation-CampusLabs.aspx
https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/ire/CollegeEffectiveness/TrainingConsultation-CampusLabs.aspx


of the College’s SACSCOC accreditation procedure.  Dr. Piccolino shared his experience 
submitting assessment data for the Honors College. 
 
Data/data source: n/a 
 
Action: n/a 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Item 4: Pearson Resources  
 
ZOOM Virtual Office Hours (MyLab registration assistance for students)  
Tues, Sept. 1 10am -11am 
Wed, Sept. 2 3pm - 4pm 
Thurs, Sept. 3 12pm - 1pm 

Flyer with details of the office hours will be sent out with the meeting minutes. 
 
Jennifer Steven’s YouTube Channel (MyLab registration videos for students) 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0FPb_1JnJnAMVdXXzzEfIQ/ 
 
 
Discussion: Prof. Zatto shared with the cluster that Pearson representative Jennifer Stevens will be 
holding office hours during the first week of the semester for those students who need help 
registering for their courses.  Prof. Zatto also directed faculty to Jennifer’s YouTube channel with 
prerecorded videos on MyMathLab and the registration process.   
 
Prof. Spence asked about integrating MyMathLab into Blackboard courses; Prof. Zatto will share 
Dr. Barad’s guide for doing this.  Prof. Wilson answered Prof. Johns’ question about syncing grades 
between Blackboard and MyMathLab.  Prof. Gordon asked why Blackboard has not historically 
allowed GB Blackboard courses to sync with MyMathLab and suggests going forward, including 
after our transition to Canvas, our LMS allow this linking. 
 
Discussion about MAT1033C consistency across sections was discussed (rounding homework, five 
tests vs. four tests, weights of categories, adjuncts vs. FT requirements).  The cluster will discuss 
this topic at a later meeting. 
 
Data/data source: n/a 
 
Action: Prof. Zatto will forward Jennifer Stevens’ office hours flyer with additional information for 
students.  Prof. Zatto will also send Dr. Barad’s guide outlining the process for integrating 
MyMathLab with Blackboard to the cluster. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0FPb_1JnJnAMVdXXzzEfIQ/


Item 5: Do you inform your students that purchasing texts and/or access codes at the 
publisher's website is more economical than making this purchase in a PBSC bookstore? 
(Joseph Pick) 
 
 
Discussion: Prof. Pick explained the differences between direct purchasing course materials 
from the publish vs. making purchases at the bookstore on campus and the impact on students’ 
financial aid.  Prof. Lynn suggested MAT0022 and MAT1033C use a common textbook 
eliminating the need for students to purchase textbooks for each course; the cluster was 
receptive to the suggestion. 
 

Data/data source: 
*A poll was conducted.  
Poll question: Do you inform your students that purchasing texts and/or access codes at the 
publisher's website is more economical than making this purchase in a PBSC bookstore? 
Poll results: Yes (23 votes) – No (11 votes)  
 
 

Action: Further discussion and approval needed for combining MAT0022/MAT1033C to a 
common textbook. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Item 6: Math Awareness Week Spring 2021  
 
Due to COVID-19, MAW 2021 cannot be held on campus grounds.  
 
Vote: Virtual MAW 2021 or NO MAW 2021? 
 
MAW 2020 theme: “The Art and History of Mathematics” 
MAW 2020 was cancelled due to COVID-19. 
 
Volunteers to organize MAW 2021: 
 
 Lake Worth: Dr. Ivanova/Dr. Piccolino 
 Gardens: Prof. Zatto/Prof. Rosenthal/Prof. Boulware/Dr. Barad 
 Loxahatchee:  
 Belle Glade:  
 Boca Raton: Dr. Ugurlu/Prof. Finamore 
 

Discussion: If the cluster decides to proceed with MAW, it will be virtual per the College.  
The cluster discussed holding a modified MAW (half a day per campus, one day per campus, 
district-wide MAW, multiple events occurring synchronously, etc.) instead of the traditional 
four days of events.  Dean Hamadeh informed the cluster Arts & Humanity will be discussing 
a virtual event in November, which the math department may use as a model. 
 
Data/data source:  
*A poll was conducted.  
Poll question: Should we have a virtual MAW or no MAW at all? 



Poll results: Virtual MAW (16 votes) – No MAW (20 votes)  
 
Action: Regardless of the poll results, the MAW volunteers would like to host a virtual MAW. 
We will wait to hear from Dean Hamadeh about additional fall cluster meetings/development 
day for MAW planning. The MAW volunteer team will meet separately later in the semester 
to discuss specific details. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Item 7: Academic Integrity in remote courses (Bridget Rogers) 
 
Discussion: Prof. Rosenthal discussed the CTLE academic integrity event for online/remote classes 
and shared information on finding the CTLE schedule and information on past events on the 
College website.  Prof. Katyal discussed his use of an open access alternative to LockDown 
Browser called Safe Exam Browser, which will work for both MyOpenMath and Pearson products.  
Prof. Rosenthal discussed her experience using Zoom for test proctoring/monitoring, and Dr. Lurie .  
Further discussion on LockDown Browser and Pearson.  And use of MyMathLab’s lockdown 
browser. 
 
Data/data source: 
 
Action: Prof. Zatto will send the cluster additional information on academic integrity. 
 
 
Item 8: Credentialing Faculty  
 
During the virtual cluster meeting in April 2020, Dean Rob Gingras discussed the topic of 
credentialing mathematics faculty.  
PBSC only lists pre-approved classes from NOVA and FAU in the official credentialing documents 
which is why this issue appeared on the agenda.  
The cluster discussed various ways to create a fair system for credentialing faculty.  
The following is the summary of recommended ways to remedy this issue: 
 

• Remove Nova’s and FAU’s “pre-approved” courses from PBSC’s official credentialing 
documents to avoid any issues with candidates. (Avoiding perceived favoritism to these 
universities) 
  

• Continue screening/credentialing applicants on a case by case basis. (With help of content 
experts/ dept. chairs, like we currently do) 

  
• Dept. Chairs can keep an “unofficial list” of pre-approved classes from Nova and FAU to 

aid them in credentialing/screening candidates. (Since PBSC receives many applicants with 
Math Ed degrees from these schools, this can streamline the process) 

 
Vote: Does the cluster approve of the above system for credentialing faculty? 
 
Discussion: General discussion was had amongst faculty on credentialing and the hiring processes.  
Prof. Boulware suggested the cluster add verbiage to bullet point two regarding the requirement of a 

https://safeexambrowser.org/news_en.html


teaching demonstration, but it was decided the above process refers only to the initial credentialing 
screening of applicants and does not apply to the process thereafter. 
 
Data/data source:  
*A poll was conducted.  
Poll question: Do you accept or reject the suggested ways to credential faculty? 
Poll results: Accept (30 votes) – Reject (3 votes) – Abstain (7 votes) 

 
Action: The cluster overwhelmingly voted to adopt the verbiage outlined in Item 8. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
Item 9: Math Olympic Team (Tamara Johns) 
 
Professor Katyal and Professor Johns recommend using the SLACK application for students to 
solve Olympic math problems.  
SLACK introduction video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9RJZMSsH7-g&t=26s 
 
Discussion: Prof. Johns, Prof. Katyal, and Prof. Boulware discussed their desire to create a virtual, 
College-wide mathematics Olympic team which will use SLACK to engage students in challenging 
math questions; the faculty will also meet virtually with students for discussion and training on 
various math topics. 
 
Data/data source: 
 
Action:  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Item 10: Fall 2020 Dates 
 
Fall Academic Development Day: N/A 
Withdrawal date: November 12th 2020 
Final exams: Last day of class (term ends December 17th) 
Grades due: December 17th by 6pm 
Commencement: December 18th 2020 
 
Discussion: Prof. Zatto gave a general update for the cluster on the academic calendar for Fall 2020.  
Prof. McDonald asked if final exams will need to be reduced to 75-minutes to account for the 15-
week period since there is no final exam week, which many in the cluster agreed would be 
necessary.  Prof. Theodores asked about office hours, and a discussion on the use of Calendly, 
Blackboard Collaborate, Zoom, and appointments for students was had amongst faculty. 
 
Data/data source: n/a 
 
Action: n/a 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9RJZMSsH7-g&t=26s


Attendance:  
Abbondanza, Zalmond 
Alexandre, Cynthia  
Barad, Michael  
Basant, Garfield  
Boulware, Roy  
Brownlee, Joseph  
Burkett, Gail G  
Castaneda, Gilberto  
Chan, Kenny 
Domnitch, Jay 
Finamore, Timothy 
Gordon, Jermaine 
Graziose, James  
Heath, Laura  
Ivanova, Elka 
Katyal, Anurag 
Knysh, Nataliya 
Langston, Marie 
Lashway, Mary 
Librun, Witny 
Lukacs, Olimpia 
McCallister, Laura 
McCoy, Lawanna 
McDonald, Carrie 
Millan, Zenaida  
Opritsa, Alex 
Piccolino, Anthony 
Pick, Joseph 
Porro, Ana  
Rodrigues, Justin 
Rogers, Bridget 
Rosenthal, Ira 
Ruffin, Derrick 
Sharp, Barbara 
Siassi, Tony 
Siniscalchi, Timothy 
Speights, Terri J 
Starer, David 
Sullivan, Clark 
Talebi, Massoud 
Theodores, George 
Thomasson, Kathryn 
Tomaszewski, Lorraine 
Ugurlu, Ozlem 
Wilson, Rose 
Lynn, Tricia 
Butler, Reginald 



Brown, Ralston 
Spence, Perri  
Lurie, Anna 
Erdogan, Abdullah 
Zatto, Lauren 
Hamadeh, Dana 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Submitted by: 

 
Prof. Joseph R. Brownlee 
Cluster Scribe 


	CLUSTER AGENDA
	Mathematics
	Item 2: SLC Online Tutoring
	9am - 9pm
	Monday - Thursday 
	9am - 6pm
	Friday
	12pm - 9pm
	Saturday & Sunday
	Discussion: Prof. Zatto covered general SLC information, including operating hours and appointment sessions.  Prof. Rosenthal suggested faculty make a direct link to the SLC in the green navigation pane of Blackboard courses.
	Action:
	Item 3: IRE Request (Dr. Karen Pain)
	https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/ire/CollegeEffectiveness/TrainingConsultation-CampusLabs.aspx
	Discussion: Prof. Zatto shared information about the necessity of submitting assessment data as part of the College’s SACSCOC accreditation procedure.  Dr. Piccolino shared his experience submitting assessment data for the Honors College.
	Action: n/a
	Item 4: Pearson Resources
	ZOOM Virtual Office Hours (MyLab registration assistance for students)
	Flyer with details of the office hours will be sent out with the meeting minutes.
	Jennifer Steven’s YouTube Channel (MyLab registration videos for students)
	Discussion: Prof. Zatto shared with the cluster that Pearson representative Jennifer Stevens will be holding office hours during the first week of the semester for those students who need help registering for their courses.  Prof. Zatto also directed ...
	Prof. Spence asked about integrating MyMathLab into Blackboard courses; Prof. Zatto will share Dr. Barad’s guide for doing this.  Prof. Wilson answered Prof. Johns’ question about syncing grades between Blackboard and MyMathLab.  Prof. Gordon asked wh...
	Discussion about MAT1033C consistency across sections was discussed (rounding homework, five tests vs. four tests, weights of categories, adjuncts vs. FT requirements).  The cluster will discuss this topic at a later meeting.
	Action: Prof. Zatto will forward Jennifer Stevens’ office hours flyer with additional information for students.  Prof. Zatto will also send Dr. Barad’s guide outlining the process for integrating MyMathLab with Blackboard to the cluster.
	Discussion: Prof. Rosenthal discussed the CTLE academic integrity event for online/remote classes and shared information on finding the CTLE schedule and information on past events on the College website.  Prof. Katyal discussed his use of an open acc...
	Action: Prof. Zatto will send the cluster additional information on academic integrity.
	Item 8: Credentialing Faculty
	During the virtual cluster meeting in April 2020, Dean Rob Gingras discussed the topic of credentialing mathematics faculty.
	PBSC only lists pre-approved classes from NOVA and FAU in the official credentialing documents which is why this issue appeared on the agenda.
	The cluster discussed various ways to create a fair system for credentialing faculty.
	The following is the summary of recommended ways to remedy this issue:
	Vote: Does the cluster approve of the above system for credentialing faculty?
	Discussion: General discussion was had amongst faculty on credentialing and the hiring processes.  Prof. Boulware suggested the cluster add verbiage to bullet point two regarding the requirement of a teaching demonstration, but it was decided the abov...
	Action: The cluster overwhelmingly voted to adopt the verbiage outlined in Item 8.
	Item 9: Math Olympic Team (Tamara Johns)
	Professor Katyal and Professor Johns recommend using the SLACK application for students to solve Olympic math problems.
	SLACK introduction video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9RJZMSsH7-g&t=26s
	Discussion: Prof. Johns, Prof. Katyal, and Prof. Boulware discussed their desire to create a virtual, College-wide mathematics Olympic team which will use SLACK to engage students in challenging math questions; the faculty will also meet virtually wit...
	Action:
	Item 10: Fall 2020 Dates
	Fall Academic Development Day: N/A
	Withdrawal date: November 12th 2020
	Final exams: Last day of class (term ends December 17th)
	Grades due: December 17th by 6pm
	Commencement: December 18th 2020
	Discussion: Prof. Zatto gave a general update for the cluster on the academic calendar for Fall 2020.  Prof. McDonald asked if final exams will need to be reduced to 75-minutes to account for the 15-week period since there is no final exam week, which...
	Action: n/a
	Attendance:
	Abbondanza, Zalmond
	Alexandre, Cynthia
	Barad, Michael
	Basant, Garfield
	Boulware, Roy
	Brownlee, Joseph
	Burkett, Gail G
	Castaneda, Gilberto
	Chan, Kenny
	Domnitch, Jay
	Finamore, Timothy
	Gordon, Jermaine
	Graziose, James
	Heath, Laura
	Ivanova, Elka
	Katyal, Anurag
	Knysh, Nataliya
	Langston, Marie
	Lashway, Mary
	Librun, Witny
	Lukacs, Olimpia
	McCallister, Laura
	McCoy, Lawanna
	McDonald, Carrie
	Millan, Zenaida
	Opritsa, Alex
	Piccolino, Anthony
	Pick, Joseph
	Porro, Ana
	Rodrigues, Justin
	Rogers, Bridget
	Rosenthal, Ira
	Ruffin, Derrick
	Sharp, Barbara
	Siassi, Tony
	Siniscalchi, Timothy
	Speights, Terri J
	Starer, David
	Sullivan, Clark
	Talebi, Massoud
	Theodores, George
	Thomasson, Kathryn
	Tomaszewski, Lorraine
	Ugurlu, Ozlem
	Wilson, Rose
	Lynn, Tricia
	Butler, Reginald
	Brown, Ralston
	Spence, Perri
	Lurie, Anna
	Erdogan, Abdullah
	Zatto, Lauren
	Hamadeh, Dana

