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CLUSTER AGENDA & MEETING MINUTES 
CLUSTER NAME: Mathematics 

1:30-3:30 PM | March 30, 2021 
 

Meeting commenced at 1:37 PM. 

Prof. Zatto begins the session by welcoming all members of the cluster to the final meeting of the 
Spring 2021 semester. 

Prof. Zatto also informs the cluster of the ongoing technical issues surrounding Pearson 
(MyMathLab) products.  Based on an email she received, the technical issues should be resolved 
later this afternoon. 

ITEM 1.  Classroom Environment:  Please consider your instructional experiences during 
this past year in the pandemic - Spring 2020-Spring 2021. In preparation for the upcoming 
term, identify and share discipline-specific strategies that proved useful in promoting student 
success in your courses.   

Question: Which of those discipline-specific strategies would you recommend that your 
colleagues consider adopting for the upcoming academic year?  

Discussion Tips:  

• Identify a challenge (related to remote instruction) that you or your students faced during the 
Spring.  

• Consider how you or your students overcame the challenge.  
• Consider what others could learn from your experience.   
• Consider what you would do differently next time, if anything.  
• Identify a major institutional challenge (related to remote instruction) that you would like 

to see solved.  
*Please discuss with the faculty in your Cluster and summarize the conversation below.  
 
Nearpod Activity Link: https://share.nearpod.com/nGjkcFvC2eb 
OR 
Go to www.nearpod.com and enter code FYEZ3 
 

DISCUSSION. 

Prof. Zatto opens the discussion with a brief recap of Item 1 and asks faculty to provide feedback 
to the question using the Nearpod interactive tool. 

https://share.nearpod.com/nGjkcFvC2eb
http://www.nearpod.com/
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Faculty agree that many of the online technologies, including Desmos and Geogebra, provide 
valuable learning and engagement opportunities for students.   

Prior to Item 2, Prof. Zatto introduced Associate Dean Dana Hamadeh (Boca Raton) who 
announced the retirement of Prof. Jay Domnitch at the end of the Spring 2021 semester after 
teaching at PBSC for more than 20 years.  Dean Hamadeh expressed her gratitude and 
appreciation for his commitment to students throughout the course of his career and wished him 
well in his retirement.  
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ITEM 2.  Recommendations for the mix of course offerings  

Question:  As the Academic Deans and Associate Deans plan for the Fall 2021 course schedules, 
as a Cluster, what recommendations do you have about the “mix” of course 
offerings/modalities in your discipline?  

a)   Would you like to see more face-to-face classes?   Yes or No? 

  
b)    Would you be interested in teaching a HyFlex class?   Yes or No? 
(A HyFlex (hybrid-flexible) course allows each individual student to decide whether they want 
to attend class online or in person. Students can choose their preferred method of learning; they 
can attend some sessions online and other sessions face-to-face in the classroom.)  

 
DISCUSSION. 
 
Multiple cluster faculty, particularly those who voted “yes” in the 2a survey above, expressed 
belief that a general desire to see more face-to-face classes offered at the College does not 
necessarily mean they want to teach those classes personally.  Rather, they simply acknowledge 
that additional face-to-face classes should be offered to accommodate those students wishing to 
return to campus.  Faculty expressed concern over the many unknowns, including the potential 
for required vaccinations, masking policies and enforcement, social distancing, plexiglass/other 
safety barriers in classrooms, the ability of Facilities to adequately clean classrooms and other 
common touchpoints, and protocols/procedures for when students test positive for COVID.  
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A short discussion was had about whether the College should—or even legally can—require the 
vaccination.  Several faculty members shared that universities are both requiring and providing 
the vaccine for students/faculty/staff, as are many K-12 school districts. 
 
Prof. Lukacs expresses her concern over the requirement to teach live online classes from her 
office, indicating her setup at home is more advanced than the one in her office.  Profs. 
Abbondanza and Pick echo these concerns, in addition to concerns about in person meetings and 
in person office hours which present additional health concerns because of small spaces. 
 
Numerous cluster faculty expressed their desire to continue to utilize Zoom for virtual office 
hours and request that administration continue to support this even once we’ve returned to 
campus.  Many faculty indicated an increase in office hours attendance because of the 
convenience of meeting online at the students’ convenience. 
 
ITEM 3.  Instructional Technology/Course Materials Recommendations   

Question: As the Academic and Instructional Technology teams plan for the 2021-2022 
academic year, what recommendations for additional technology support would be helpful in 
your discipline, if any?  As a Cluster, please discuss high impact practices with respect to 
technology used in the classroom that you have been using or would like to use and summarize 
the conversation below. 

DISCUSSION. 

• An overwhelming majority of faculty continue to use Zoom and the cluster collectively 
encourages administration to support an extension of the College’s institutional license.  
Many faculty were quick to point out in the discussion some of the benefits and features 
of Zoom over MS Teams, including: 

o The use of the Annotation tool which allows students to write on a virtual 
whiteboard or shared PDF directly from within Zoom, which encourages 
participation and engagement. 

o The ability to use breakout rooms. 
o The ability to connect directly to an iPad and share its screen over WiFi, a feature 

which many faculty use to teach. 
o The ability to send private messages to/from students and instructors. 
o The ability to use Zoom for live proctoring from within Canvas which will be 

important beginning in the Fall semester when the College transitions to its new 
LMS. 
 

• As more math faculty adopt OER for their classes, Prof. Brownlee suggests the College 
invest in purchasing institutional licenses for the full suite of Kuta software.  This license 
will allow instructors to create worksheets and exams for use in classes using OER 
materials free from publisher copyright issues/infringement.  The institutional licenses 
allow instructors to also install the Kuta suite of software on their home computers.  This 
purchase was initially suggested by Prof. Rogers during the Jan. 2021 cluster meeting. 
 

https://www.kutasoftware.com/buy.html
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• During the January 2021 meeting, the cluster voted to request the College purchase an 
institutional license for the TI-SmartView for MathPrint Calculators, an emulator for 
calculator models such as the TI-30 calculator series.  Dr. Heath would also like the 
College to provide access to the TI-84 emulator on computers for faculty, as would many 
other faculty in the cluster, for use in creating videos and teaching live online classes. 
 

• GoFormative, an online system allowing instructors to see student work in real-time, 
provide feedback, track student progress, and collaborate with other instructors was also 
suggested for licensing by the College. 
 

• Cluster faculty continue to strongly express their support for the licensing of Gradescope 
for use with Canvas. 

 
ITEM 4.  Canvas Math Editor (Joseph Pick) 
 
(1) The weaknesses of the default Canvas Math Editor 
(2) The workarounds that overcome the weaknesses of the Canvas Math Editor 
(3) Take a vote to determine if the Math Cluster should request PBSC purchase a subscription for 
the MathType LMS app for Canvas 
 
The College has a MathType license for MS Office products only. 
The College does NOT have a license for the tool to be added to Canvas. 
Caution faculty about adding any tool that is not installed/licensed by the College as it could go 
away in midterm after trial periods. 
 
DISCUSSION. 
 
MathType is the leading formula editor and equation writer used by K-12 and university STEM 
students and faculty worldwide.  Used by millions of students and educators each day, MathType 
allows users to write equations with an interface that provides a user-friendly experience. 
 
Prof. Pick summarizes the challenges presented by the default Canvas math editor tool and asks 
for the cluster’s support in encouraging the College to license MathType for Canvas.  The 
MathType tool, once licensed by the College and incorporated into Canvas, will be useful for all 
STEM faculty, not just those teaching mathematics.  By combining a license for both MS Office 
(which the College currently licenses) and Canvas, the College will be eligible for 25% discount. 
 

https://goformative.com/
https://www.wiris.com/en/pricing/
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ITEM 5. Math Awareness Week  
 
Website: https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/mathawareness/

 
Dr. Laura Health is offering extra credit via a Google Form submission: 
https://forms.gle/r5FizEi6oxpatHHN9 
 
ITEM 6. CANVAS LMS – Beginning Fall 2021 
 

• To best prepare for Canvas:  

https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/mathawareness/
https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/mathawareness/
https://forms.gle/r5FizEi6oxpatHHN9
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o Log into Canvas and bookmark the site: https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/canvas/ 
o Once in Canvas, enroll in the three training courses “Growing With Canvas”, 

“Converting Your BB Courses” and “PBSC Canvas Faculty Corner” 
o Schedule of Canvas webinars and trainings: 

https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/instructionaldesigntechnology/canvas/default.as
px 

o You can find the recordings of past Canvas webinars that were conducted by 
faculty at the following site: https://palmbeachstate-
elearning.mediaspace.kaltura.com/category/Instructional+Design+Technology%3
ECanvas/186176283 

o I know leaving a platform we are comfortable in is never desired. However, I can 
tell you from experience that I think you will really appreciate the Canvas layout 
once you get familiar with it. There are so many neat Canvas features! 

 
 
ITEM 7. Approval of NOVA and FAU courses for Credentialing 
  
Prof. Abbondanza recaps for the cluster the discussion which was had in the credentialing 
subcommittee on determining whether two new graduate classes offered by Nova Southeastern 
University (NSU) and two new graduate classes offered by Florida Atlantic University (FAU) 
are mathematical in nature and should be approved in credentialing new mathematics faculty.  
Based on conversations in the subcommittee and a review of the associated syllabi for each class 
from NSU and FAU, Prof. Abbondanza relates to the cluster that the two NSU classes appear to 
be mathematical in nature, but the two classes from FAU do not appear mathematical in nature 
and should not be used to credential new faculty. 
 
After Prof. Abbondanza’s recap, three questions were posed to the cluster. 
 
MAT 518 Linear Algebra – NSU 
MAT 519 Abstract Algebra – NSU 
 

 
 
 

https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/canvas/
https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/instructionaldesigntechnology/canvas/default.aspx
https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/instructionaldesigntechnology/canvas/default.aspx
https://palmbeachstate-elearning.mediaspace.kaltura.com/category/Instructional+Design+Technology%3ECanvas/186176283
https://palmbeachstate-elearning.mediaspace.kaltura.com/category/Instructional+Design+Technology%3ECanvas/186176283
https://palmbeachstate-elearning.mediaspace.kaltura.com/category/Instructional+Design+Technology%3ECanvas/186176283
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MAT 6715 Mathematics and Technology – FAU 
STA 6116 Technology in Stat and Probability – FAU 
 

 

 
 
ITEM 8. Testing Center extended services for Math Department (Paris Sepulveda-Smith) 
 
The Testing Center has administered less than 50 exams campus wide.  They are about to hire 
temporary proctors and they want to make sure there is a need for these proctors.  The Testing 
Center wants to know an approximate number of exams that the math faculty might need 
proctored and if students are willing to come onsite to take these exams.  They are ready to 
proctor exams now at all the testing centers and have provided a schedule specifically for the 
math faculty.  They would like to know if the math department is still in need of the testing 
center proctoring their exams. 
 
DISCUSSION. 
 
Prof. Zatto opens the discussion. 
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A faculty member contributed using the chat saying, “The proctoring center isn’t too useful since 
they cannot accommodate an entire class…and they are only available certain days and times.” 
 
Dr. Piccolino says he will be sending upwards of 50 students to the Testing Center at the end of 
the semester for makeups. 
 
A consensus among faculty is that since the additional Testing Center hours were implemented 
mid-semester, faculty do not feel comfortable changing their testing policies at this point.   
 

 
 
ITEM 9. *Optional MAT0022/0056 Cluster Meeting for Adjuncts this Tuesday, March 30th 
at 7pm (hosted by Professor Tricia Lynn) 
 

• Meeting agenda items: transition to Canvas, course consistency throughout campuses, 
adjunct support, plus more. 

• Meeting Link: https://palmbeachstate.zoom.us/j/95280166573 
 

 
ITEM 10. Summer Syllabi 
 
Prof. Zatto reminds those faculty who are teaching this summer about the approaching due dates 
for syllabi. 

https://palmbeachstate.zoom.us/j/95280166573
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Syllabi for Summer A and C are due May 6, 2021. 
Syllabi for Summer B are due June 21, 2021.  
 
ITEM 11. Edfinity #ChangeMaker Florida Grants (Anurag Katyal) 
 
Edfinity #Changemaker Faculty Micro Grants are $650 grants which Prof. Katyal was able to 
secure for anyone who wishes to adopt an Edfinity course. 
 
Website with more info: https://edfinity.us/florida/ 
 
ITEM 12. Cluster Chair and Cluster Scribe for 2021-2022 Academic Year 
 
Welcome Prof. Joseph Brownlee, our new Cluster Chair! 
 
New Cluster Scribe: Dr. Terri Speights 
 
Meeting adjourned at 3:38 PM. 
 
Attendance: 
 
Abbondanza, Zalmond 
Alexandre, Cynthia 
Basant, Garfield 
Boulware, Roy 
Brown, Ralston 
Brownlee, Joseph (Scribe) 
Butler, Reginald 
Castaneda, Gilberto 
Chan, Kenny 
Chitsonga, Shadreck 
Domnitch, Jay 
Erdogan, Abdullah 
Finamore, Timothy 
Gordon, Jermaine 
Hamadeh, Dana (Associate Dean, Boca Raton) 
Heath, Laura 
Ivanova, Elka 
Johns, Tamara 
Johnson, Alvin 
Katyal, Anurag 
Knysh, Nataliya 
Librun, Witny 
Lukacs, Olimpia 
Lurie, Anna 
Lynn, Tricia 

https://edfinity.us/florida/
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Maxwell, Gregory 
McCallister, Laura 
McCoy, Lawanna 
McDonald, Carrie 
Millan, Zenaida 
Opritsa, Alex 
Piccolino, Anthony 
Pick, Joseph 
Porro, Ana 
Rodrigues, Justin 
Rogers, Bridget 
Rosenthal, Ira 
Ruffin, Derrick 
Sharp, Barbara 
Siniscalchi, Timothy 
Siassi, Tony 
Speights, Terri 
Sullivan, Clark 
Talebi, Massoud 
Theodores, George 
Thomasson, Kathryn 
Ugurlu, Ozlem 
Wilson, Rose 
Zatto, Lauren (Chair) 
 
 
Submitted by: 
 

 
Joseph R. Brownlee, Scribe 
 
 
c. Academic Minutes Distribution List  
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