
AGENDA/MEETING MINUTES 

Feb. 17, 2017 

9:00 a.m. 

Lake Worth Campus 

Music Cluster (HU 127) 

 

ITEM 1. Course Repeatability 

 

Discussion: We discussed consistency among the number of times repeatable music courses may be 

taken, and the need for a few changes.  Most private-lesson courses are set at a limit of six 

times per course. 

 

Data/data source:  Repeatable course limits document from Mary Ann McGann. 

 

Action: a.  We will change the number of times for MVJ 1213 and MVJ 2223 to six each; 

 b.  We will create the following new summer applied courses. 

 MVP 1211R (applied percussion) 

 MVJ 1217R (applied bass guitar) 

 c.  We will raise the number of times for Concert Chorus (MUN 1310R), Guitar Ensemble 

(MUN 1492R), Jazz Combo (MUN 1710C), and Jazz Guitar Ensemble (MUN 1710E) to 

twelve, so that students taking the maximum repeats in applied lessons will also be able to 

take one of these required co-requisite ensembles each time. 

 

 The Cluster voted unanimously to approve all of these actions. 

 

 

ITEM 2. Generic “Chamber Ensemble” course. 

 

Discussion: In the Fall of 2017, we plan to investigate creating a MUN course titled “Chamber 

Ensemble” which could function generically with any instrumentation (percussion 

ensemble, brass ensemble, woodwind ensemble, madrigal choir, etc.).  We would not 

necessarily plan to delete current instrument-specific ensembles, although some of those 

courses would eventually disappear.  The “Chamber Ensemble” course would allow for 

sporadic instances of specific-instrument ensembles without having to reactivate them 

under the older, more limited course title. 

 

Data/data source:   

 

Action:  None 

 

 

ITEM 3. Troubadours. 

 

Discussion: Troubadours (MUN 1720R), for a variety of reasons, has not consistently had sufficient 

enrollment at various points over the past few years.  Ideas for addressing this problem 

include: 

a. Re-branding the ensemble as a group which performs jazz, pop, rock, alternative, folk 

music, etc. 

b. Changing the name of the group.  “Troubadours” doesn’t give many people a good idea 

of what the group is about.  The faculty will brainstorm ideas for a new name for the 

group that may more immediately convey the new focus of its literature, or stir more 



excitement.  Possibilities might include names like “Synergy,” “Singergy,” “Panther 

Pop,” “Palm Beach Pop Singers,” “Songmasters,” “Today’s Voice,” “Vocanova,” etc. 

c. Asking Vernon Grant to create recruitment/publicity posters for placement in the HU 

lobby. 

d. Revising the course outline for MUN 1720R to refer to the course as a “Pop Vocal 

Ensemble.”  Under the Course Description, revise the wording to include “. . . various 

styles of contemporary vocal music including pop, jazz, Broadway, and other styles.”  

Change the scholarship statement to read “. . . may be eligible . . .”, and place the 

audition information at the end of the course description. 

 

Data/data source:  Course outline for MUN 1720R; PBSC course enrollment records 2012-2017. 

 

Action:  The cluster unanimously voted to approve the following changes to MUN1720R. 

 Course Title:  Pop Vocal Ensemble 

 Course description:  Open to all PBSC students, the Pop Vocal Ensemble consists of 8-12 student 

vocalists and offers practical experience in the study and performance of varied styles of 

contemporary vocal music including pop, jazz, Broadway, and other styles.  Members are selected 

by audition and may be eligible for a special scholarship.   

 

 

ITEM 4. Text discussion. 

 

Discussion: Michael asked Allen what he thought about the Oxford University Press book, 

Contemporary Musicianship, by Jennifer Snodgrass, which Allen is using for the second 

year in his music theory classes.  Allen responded that he thought it was generally 

sufficient, and particularly good in terms of cost, emphasis on contemporary artists, and 

YouTube links for musical examples in the book.  It’s a bit weak on part-writing, but Allen 

is compensating for that with occasional supplemental materials.  He said he may 

discontinue requiring the accompanying Music Theory Skill Builder, as there are some 

weaknesses in the way it is designed.  

 

Action:   We will continue with this text for the foreseeable future.  
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