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Lake Worth Campus 
 

 

ITEM 1.  Outcomes and Assessment Revisions 

Institutional Outcomes and Assessment Revision webpage: 

https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/learningoutcomes/ilos-2018/default.aspx 
 

(1) Revised outcomes and rubrics. Faculty (FT/PT) are invited to comment by 9/28/18 on the 

proposed outcomes, rubrics, and updated general education philosophy (developed by a faculty 

team in summer and based on previous faculty input). Follow links on the revision webpage to 

comment. 

 

(2) Suggested maps of general education courses and academic programs to the proposed 

outcomes. Faculty are asked to review applicable suggestions (for courses or programs), 

confirming or editing suggestions by the end of Development Day, 10/23/18. Clusters should 

designate one faculty member to report for each general education course. (One faculty member 

can report for more than one course.) Program directors or associate deans should report for the 

programs. The means to do this will be communicated separately. Maps have been provided to 

cluster and are available on the revision webpage. 

 

 

Discussion:  It appears that the rubrics for Socio-Cultural Understanding, Communication, and Critical 

Thinking do not fit very well with our three General Education courses (MUH 2018, MUL 1010, and MUT 

1001), and may not fit very well with other General Education Fine Arts courses (Art, Film, and Theater).  

In particular, the Socio-Cultural Understanding area doesn’t really apply at all to MUT 1001.  Michael 

suggested that he meet with faculty from Art, Film, and Theater to try to work out wording for these 

rubrics that might be more appropriate for Fine Arts courses. 

 

For faculty member representation for our Fine Arts Music courses, David Gibble will represent MUH 

2018, Allen Webber MUL 1010, and Michael MacMullen MUT 1001. 

 
ITEM 2.  Correction of Lab (Contact) Hours on Certain Course Outlines. 

 

 Michael MacMullen informed us of errors in the lab (contact) hours of several applied music course 

outlines.  For both MVJ 2324 R (Applied Baritone Horn, sophomore) and MVB 2325R (Applied Tuba, 

sophomore), the correct lab hours should be 16 (not 32, as listed).  For MVJ 1210 R (Applied Jazz Piano, 

freshman), MVJ 1213 R (Applied Jazz Guitar, freshman), MVJ 2223 R (Applied Jazz Guitar, sophomore), 

MVK 1211 R (Applied Piano, freshman), MVV 1211 R (Applied Voice, freshman), and MVV 2221 R 

(Applied Voice, sophomore), the lab hours should be 8, instead of the variety of lab hours currently listed.  

The cluster voted to approve these changes, and Michael will take care of the necessary paperwork.  (By 

way of explanation, the 1300/2300 series courses are two credits each, and meet in the Fall and Spring 

semesters.  The 1200/2200 series courses are one credit each, and meet in individual six-week summer 

terms.) 

https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/learningoutcomes/ilos-2018/default.aspx


 

ITEM 3.  Communicating with students. 

 

 We all commented on how few students seem to respond to our e-mails.  David Gibble said that it 

would probably be more effective if, in addition to the “e-mail all students” and “e-mail selected students” 

buttons on our class rosters, we were to have “text all students” and “text selected students” buttons as 

options, as students seem to check their texts much more frequently than they check their e-mail. 

 

ITEM 4.  Guided Pathways 

 

 The Music Cluster discussed several significant challenges to the development of a Guided Pathways 

approach for AA students “pre-majoring” in music (those students who plan to transfer to a university and 

work towards a BA in music or a BME in music education).  There are many factors to consider: 

 

a. Palm Beach State College will apply Financial Aid only up to a limit of 60 credit hours for students 

earning an AA degree, while some other Florida state colleges apply Financial Aid for a greater 

number of credits.  The music cluster is not certain, but it may be possible that Financial Aid may be 

extended to cover the 62 credits of the “Flex to Finish” plan, and the 61 credits of the “15 to Finish” 

plan, as these contain no courses other than those with either 3 or 4 credits.  The common course 

prerequisites in music, however, contain several 1-credit courses, which means that Financial Aid at 

PBSC does not fully cover an AA degree for music “pre-majors.” 

 
b. The common course prerequisites in music add up to an actual total of 32 credits of music courses 

for most music students, unless they already have significant ability on the piano, which is not very 

common.  Even for those who are able to pass the piano proficiency test without taking the four 

successive semesters of Class Piano I-IV, this would still leave 28 credits of music courses to be 

taken prior to the junior year. 

 
c. With the current structure of General Education requirements, the required SLS 1501 course 

essentially removes three credits from the 24 previously allowed for “pre-major” coursework, 

reducing that number to only 21 credits. 

 
d. Because most PBSC students are not ready for College Algebra (MAC 1105), they must first take the 

4-credit Intermediate Algebra (MAT 1033C), which does not count for General Education, further 

reducing the number of credits for subject-specific coursework from 21 to a mere 17.  AA graduates 

may be “completers,” but we fear they are vastly unprepared to begin junior-level work in their 

discipline at the university level, and may require three, four, or more years at the university in order 

to complete a degree which should have taken them only two additional years. 

 
e. The “one size fits all” approach of the “15 to Finish” and “Flex to Finish” plans do not take into 

account the fact that not all disciplines within the AA degree require nothing but 3-credit classes 

which may be taken in any order or combination, during any semester.  The music common course 

prerequisites include four progressive semesters of 2-credit applied music courses (private lessons), 

four separate semesters of a related 1-credit ensemble, four progressive semesters of 3-credit music 

theory classes (Music Theory I-IV), four progressive semesters of 1-credit Sight Singing/Ear 

Training classes (I-IV), and, for the vast majority of music students, four progressive semesters of 1-

credit Class Piano courses (Class Piano I-IV).  Taking exactly 6 or 15 credits a semester is simply 

not realistic for music students working on an AA degree. 

 

Further, for these sequential courses, not every level is offered every semester.  It used to be that 

Music Theory I and Ear Training I were offered in both the Fall and Spring semesters, and Music 

Theory II and Ear Training II were offered in both the Spring and Summer A terms.  This allowed 



for those who had to wait until January (as well as those who failed in the Fall to start over in 

January) to begin the sequence without losing an entire year.  About 15-20 years ago, though, the 

college stopped allowing this as part of a drive to reduce or eliminate smaller class sizes.  Now, in 

our four-semester sequential courses, the odd numbers (I and III) are offered only in the Fall, and the 

even numbers (II and IV) only in the Spring. 

 

f. The “15 to Finish” and “Flex to Finish” programs actually discourage AA students who are not 

specializing in music from participating in any of our musical ensembles.  Colleges and universities 

all rely heavily on non-major participation in their musical ensembles, as many excellent musicians 

who were in their high-school ensembles, but who major in areas other than music, seek to continue 

their participation in collaborative music-making.  These non-majors play an essential role in 

bringing a diversity of experiences and perspectives to the college ensembles in which they perform.  

In some cases, they are actually more talented than “music students” are, and raise the level at which 

the entire ensemble performs, as well as helping to round out the required blend of specific 

instrumentation or voices. 

 

g. The Music Cluster is extremely reticent to suggest that the college shortchange our music students by 

recommending that they skip some of the state-mandated common-course music requirements.  We 

urge the college to look at examples of what other Florida state colleges are doing in terms of 

Financial Aid, so that we allow it to cover the 68 credits (36 General Education credits and 32 music 

common-course prerequisite credits) for AA students who focus on music. 

 

Attendance:  David Gibble, Michael MacMullen, Allen Webber 
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Allen Webber 

Scribe 
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