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ITEM 1. Textbook Adoption 
 
Discussion:  Professor Webber had requested in May that we change back to the previous text (The 

Practice of Harmony, by Peter Spencer and Barbara A. Bennett, Pearson, now in its 7th ed.) 
for MUT 1111, allowing students in MUT 2116 to finish with the current text 
(Contemporary Musicianship, by Jennifer Snodgrass, Oxford University Press).  Allen 
feels that the cost advantage of Contemporary Musicianship does not adequately offset the 
vast superiority of the Spencer/Bennett text.  The ISBN-13 number for The Practice of 
Harmony is 978-0-13-378520-3. 

 
Action: The cluster members voted unanimously (by email) on May 10 to approve this change. 
  
ITEM 2. Assessment 
 
Discussion: MacMullen went over the General Education assessment plan created by Karen Pain.  At 

this time, it is voluntary, and Pain hopes to receive enough material on a volunteer basis to 
suffice for SACS reaccreditation.  If that does not happen, then it would become 
mandatory. 

 
Action: None taken.  
 
ITEM 3. Request from Biological Sciences Cluster.   
 
Discussion: The Biological Sciences Cluster is trying to increase enrollment in its Marine Biology 

course, which has been recently approved as a General Education option under Physical 
Science.  It would like for our cluster to list it specifically as a recommended science 
course in our Music Guided Pathway.   

 
Action: The cluster decided not to do that, but MacMullen will come back to us with a proposal to 

broaden the language in our pathway to add something like “or any other physical science 
course in Tier ___” as appropriate. 



ITEM 4. Course number and title change proposals. 
 
Discussion: Christi White e-mailed David and Michael on Aug. 19, suggesting some changes in course 

numbers and titles, as follows: 
a. Change the course number from MUN 2710 to MUN 2711 for the Instrumental Jazz 

Pop Ensemble, aka the Tuesday Nite Jazz Band, in order to be consistent with several 
other state colleges.  Changing it would help those participants who may be nearing the 
end of their allowable course repeats, but we would have to make sure that the 
repeatability of MUN 2710 would also be built into MUN 2711.  

 
Action: Changing it will allow us to maintain the sophomore level course.  That 

enables long time members (often K-12 area faculty) to have a greater 
number of repeats.  However, we would have to make sure that the 
repeatability of MUN 2710 would also be built into MUN 2711.  

  
b. Change the course number of Class Instruction - Piano 2 from MVK1111B to 

MVK1112.  
 

Action: We agreed on the course number change.  The class should definitely not be  
deleted.  Additionally, the “A” should be dropped from the course number 
for Class Instruction – Piano 1.  Both that course number and the new one 
for Class Instruction – Piano 2 should have the letter “L” added (as is the 
case with both of the sophomore levels of this class) to designate them as 
lab classes.  The new course numbers should be MVK1111L for Class 
Instruction – Piano 1, and MVK1112L for Class Instruction – Piano 2. 

 
c. Christi recommends changing the name of Class Piano IV to Class Instruction – Piano 

4.   
 

Action: We agree on course number change.  Like Class Instruction – Piano 2, it 
should definitely not be deleted.  She also suggested changing the course 
number of Class Piano IV from MVK 2121L to MVK 2122L. However, 
Class Piano IV is already MVK 2122L. MVK 2121L is the course number 
for Class Instruction – Piano 3; therefore, no change in course number is 
needed for Class Instruction – Piano 4. 

 
d. Her final recommendation is to change the title and course number for Class Voice II 

to Class Instruction – Sophomore Voice 2, MVV 2121.   
 

Action: We agree. 
 
Action: MacMullen will follow up with Christi White about making these changes.  
It is unclear whether curriculum can make them on their own or whether the cluster will 
need to submit course change forms and go through that process.  

 
ITEM 5. Recital Seminar. 
 
Discussion: Gibble has created another recent revision to the Recital Seminar schedule for the fall. 
 
Action :   Michael recommended, and Allen and David concurred, that we wait to invite Allegra 

Miles to present a session early in the Spring semester, rather than at any time in the fall. 



ITEM 6. Keyboard Borrowing. 
 
Discussion: MacMullen researched and learned how to separate the keyboards in the piano lab from 

their pedestals and has contacted Class Instruction – Piano students to ascertain their 
interest in checking one out for home use this semester. 

 
Action: We will use the form that Gibble has already developed for lending instruments to 

students.  
 
ITEM 7. Auditions. 
 
Discussion: MacMullen sent e-mail notices to applied lesson students on Monday, advising them of  

their need to submit audition videos to us by Thursday evening. 
 
Action: None taken.  
 
ITEM 8. Enrollment. 
 
Discussion: The deadline for payment was extended, leaving approximately 9,000 students who have 

registered but not yet paid for classes.  About half of those will probably be covered by 
financial aid, but we may see significant purging of class rosters for nonpayment before 
long. (Update 8/26 – the email this morning indicates that drop for non-payment will begin 
this weekend.) 

 
Action: None taken.  
 
ITEM 9. Learning Management System Change. 
 
Discussion: For the Fall of 2021, the College will have moved away from Blackboard and into Canvas 

for its LMS.  There will probably be a requirement for faculty to record attendance and all 
grades in Canvas, and not use any physical gradebook the way that dinosaurs like Webber 
does.  (The previous sentence was copied verbatim from Webber’s own notes.)   

 
Action: The cluster will not require Applied Lesson teachers to record attendance and grades in a 

LMS until the College indicates that they must. 
 
 
ITEM 10. Stage West and Theatres. 
 
Discussion: The Music Department will not be using Stage West, the Duncan Theatre, or the Eissey 

Campus Theatre for Recital Seminar or any musical performances this semester.  
 
Action: MacMullen will inform the theatre programming directors to be sure they know. 
 
ITEM 11. PDF Editor Apps 
 
Discussion: Gibble recommended that we suggest to our students to research the use of a free PDF 

editor app for music classes, and that Webber request a web cam with a microphone for his 
computer from MTIS. 

 
Action: None taken.  
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