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CLUSTER AGENDA & MEETING MINUTES 
CLUSTER NAME: Music Cluster  

March 30, 2021 

 

ITEM 1.  Classroom Environment:  Please consider your instructional experiences during this past 
year in the pandemic - Spring 2020-Spring 2021. In preparation for the upcoming term, identify 
and share discipline-specific strategies that proved useful in promoting student success in your 
courses.   

Question: Which of those discipline-specific strategies would you recommend that your colleagues 
consider adopting for the upcoming academic year?  

Discussion: 

David had used a document camera prior to this semester, and recommended its use to Allen.  Allen 
started using one this semester.  Both of us have found it to be very helpful, especially in illustrating 
musical notation for drills in classes.  The “chat” feature in Blackboard and Zoom enables us to make 
real-time comments during the playing of music videos without having to speak while the music is 
playing.  Recording classes so that students may view them later has also proven helpful. 

A major challenge is the inability for students to show their work onscreen for immediate evaluation.  
In a face-to-face classes, we can walk around the classroom and see what progress the students are 
making, but we have no way to do this in live online instruction.  Another challenge is the time delay 
involved in live online classes.  This precludes the possibility of group singing or performance, or even 
having the students perform to an accompaniment played by the instructor in applied music lessons. 

We concluded that lecture classes, such as music appreciation, tend to adapt fairly well to live online 
instruction, but skill-related classes, such as sight singing, music theory, music fundamentals, applied 
(private) lessons, and ensembles, do not. 

 

ITEM 2.  Recommendations for the mix of course offerings  

Question:  As the Academic Deans and Associate Deans plan for the Fall 2021 course schedules, as 
a Cluster, what recommendations do you have about the “mix” of course offerings/modalities in 
your discipline?  
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a)   Would you like to see more face-to-face classes?   Yes  

b)    Would you be interested in teaching a HyFlex class?   No 
(A HyFlex (hybrid-flexible) course allows each individual student to decide whether they want to 
attend class online or in person. Students can choose their preferred method of learning; they can 
attend some sessions online and other sessions face-to-face in the classroom.)  

We were in strong agreement regarding our responses to these two questions.  We would definitely 
like to see more face-to-face music classes, and we would definitely not be interested in teaching 
HyFlex classes. 

 

ITEM 3.  Instructional Technology/Course Materials Recommendations   

Question: As the Academic and Instructional Technology teams plan for the 2021-2022 academic 
year, what recommendations for additional technology support would be helpful in your 
discipline, if any?  As a Cluster, please discuss high impact practices with respect to technology 
used in the classroom that you have been using or would like to use and summarize the 
conversation below.    

 

 The Music Cluster has no recommendations for additional technology support in the music 
discipline.  High-impact technology practices that we have used and plan to continue using include 
videos, power-point presentations, audio files, and document cameras. 
 
 
 
Attendance: 
David Gibble 
Allen Webber 
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Allen Webber 
[name] , Scribe 
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