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POLITICAL SCIENCE/GEOGRAPHY CLUSTER  
MEETING MINUTES 

January 7, 2021 
10 a.m.  

Via Zoom 

 
 
ITEM 1.  Open Educational Resources 
The PBSC College Affordability Task Force is interested in finding out more about faculty usage of Open 
Educational Resources. Please have your Cluster discuss this topic.  

a) Discussion can include (but is not limited to) familiarity, current usage, interest in further usage, 
and obstacles faced when using. Please record discussion below.  

b) Once discussed, the task force asks that each faculty member takes the anonymous survey found 
here.    

 

Discussion: Cluster members indicated that they were very familiar with Open Educational Resources, 
are already using a number of different OER, including Open Stax, and that they would continue to 
include these free and available resources in their classes. The primary obstacle faced with OER is the 
lack of timely updates and new editions, which are particularly important in our discipline. Use of 
OER requires more faculty updating than may be necessary with purchased textbooks, particularly 
electronic textbooks, which are updated more frequently. Nevertheless, OER has proven to be a very 
useful tool to provide students important course content without cost. Cluster members also 
acknowledged that they would participate in the requested survey. 
 
 
ITEM 2.  Review and Update of Cluster Textbook Selection Process 
As a Cluster, please review the Cluster’s textbook selection process and update the process to address 
each of the five items contained in the District Board of Trustees policy. The textbook adoption 
process should be in line with the current District Board of Trustees Policy – this policy can be found 
at:  
https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/boardoftrustees/Documents/BoardPolicies/Section2/2.11Textboo
kSelection.pdf 
 

http://palmbeachstate.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cU5XqZNwLY55xNH
https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/boardoftrustees/Documents/BoardPolicies/Section2/2.11TextbookSelection.pdf
https://www.palmbeachstate.edu/boardoftrustees/Documents/BoardPolicies/Section2/2.11TextbookSelection.pdf
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The current Cluster textbook selection process is posted online at: 
https://internal.palmbeachstate.edu/AcademicServices/textbook.aspx. (Please note: To access this 
site, you must either be on campus to log into the intranet or connect via Remote Desktop.) 
 
Some items to consider: 

• Cluster procedures should address each of the items in the current Board policy (items 1-5).  
• If the practice is that full-time faculty can select their own materials (not including 

sequential courses), please be sure that you address this within the Cluster textbook 
selection process.  As an example, the Speech Cluster addresses in their current process that 
full-time faculty can select their own materials. 

 
Once your Cluster has updated the textbook selection process, please forward the Cluster-approved 
process to the appropriate Cluster Liaison for review. If the process adheres to the District Board of 
Trustees policy, the updated process will be sent to Clarisse May, Academic Coordinator in 
Academic Services, to be uploaded to the Intranet. 
 
Discussion: Cluster members reviewed their current textbook selection process with consideration of 
the five items in the current Board policy and determined not to make any changes to it at this time, as 
the cluster’s current process fully follows the parameters outlined in the policy. The cluster 
unanimously directed Shari MacLachlan to forward this information to Ms. May, as indicated. 
 
 
ITEM 3.  Recommendations about the mix of course offerings 

a) As the Academic Deans and Associate Deans plan for the Summer and Fall 2021 course 
schedules, what recommendations do you have about the “mix” of course offerings in your 
discipline?  
  

b) Would you like to see more face-to-face classes?   Yes or No:  _______ 
 

c) Please discuss with the faculty in your Cluster and summarize the conversation below. 
 
Discussion: Cluster members discussed the mixed of course offerings and unanimously agreed that, 
yes, they would all like to see more face-to-face classes in both the summer and fall terms. Since some 
faculty are more interested in moving back into the classroom than others, and given the uncertainties 
still surrounding the pandemic, the cluster suggests that this readiness from individual faculty be 
gauged first before the schedules are prepared. Faculty who want to teach face-to-face should be given 
the opportunity first, while others who remain more comfortable in a virtual environment should be 
able to continue teaching remotely. Cluster members also believe that issues such as the wearing of 

https://internal.palmbeachstate.edu/AcademicServices/textbook.aspx
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masks and proper social distancing should be addressed, and backup provisions put in place in the 
event that an in-class instructor or student tests positive for the virus during the term. Face-to-face 
classes should be ready for a quick switch back to remote learning, if necessary to protect the overall 
health and safety of the classroom and its members. 

 
 

Attendance: 
Hendel Cerphy 
Kevin Coakley 
Shari MacLachlan 
Phillip Mancusi 
Terry Randolph 

   

    
    

 
Submitted by: 
 

 
Shari L. MacLachlan, Scribe 
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