
  

  
 

 

POLITICAL SCIENCE/GEOGRAPHY CLUSTER MINUTES  

March 22, 2018  

2:00 pm to 4:00 pm  

Palm Beach Gardens Campus  

  

 
  

ITEM 1. General Education Review 

 

 All faculty, regardless of courses taught, will be invited to participate in a review of general 

education philosophy and outcomes as well as the fit of courses into general education and 

potential pathways. This opportunity will be electronic. The link was sent via email last week and 

will remain available until March 29th. Please plan to participate. 

 

 

 Discussion: Cluster members acknowledged their participation in the review of the general 

education philosophy and outcomes as well as the fit of courses into the general education and 

potential pathways. 

 

 

ITEM 2. General Education Assessment 

 

 Although there is an expectation that assessment occurs every semester, IRE is collecting data this 

spring. All faculty and adjuncts should administer the cluster-developed assessment in every 

general education class and report results using the web utility. Faculty assessment coordinators 

will continue regular communication with the reporting link and course instruments. Contact your 

coordinator or the assessment director (Karen Pain) with questions as needed. 

 

 Discussion: Cluster members acknowledged that they will complete the necessary assessments and 

record the results using the web utility before the end of the spring term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ITEM 3.  Civic Literacy Competency 

 

 Cluster members were asked to review the course learning outcomes for POS1041 (Introduction to 

American Government) and compare them with the civic literacy competencies as required by 

Section 1007.25 F.S. 

 

 Discussion: Cluster members discussed whether and to what level the competencies aligned with 

the class and what, if any, modifications need to be made to the class or to the course learning 

outcomes to maintain compliance. After careful review, the cluster unanimously determined that 

the POS1041 course and course learning objectives fully align and comply with the required 

competencies, as follows: 

 

  

 

 

  

 
  

 

 

 

 

POS 1041: Introduction to American Government 

 

Civic Literacy 

Competency 

 

 

Related Course 

Outcome 

 

Course Meets 

Competency-Explain 

 

CLO Revision 

Needed? 

An understanding of the 

basic principles and 

practices of American 

democracy and how they 

are applied in our 

republican form of 

government 

Distinguish the way 

in which different 

individuals and 

groups behave and 

participate in 

American politics. 

Apply the practical 

elements of the 

course to the 

working operations 

of government. 

 

 Yes, the course 

provides 

comprehensive 

coverage of the basic 

principles of the 

American system, and 

through the use of 

current events and 

examples, details how 

these principles are 

put into practice on a 

daily basis. 

  

 

No 

An understanding of the 

United States Constitution 

 Recognize the 

significance of the 

U.S. Constitution 

and Bill of Rights, 

their origins and 

historical context to 

the ongoing process 

of  U.S. society. 

 

 Yes, a study of the 

U.S. Constitution is a 

key element of the 

class, coverage that is 

provided early and 

then reinforced 

throughout the term. 

  

 

No 

 

 

 



Knowledge of the founding 

documents and how they 

have shaped the nature and 

functions of our institutions 

of self-governance 

 Recognize the 

significance of the 

U.S. Constitution 

and Bill of Rights, 

their origins and 

historical context to 

the ongoing process 

of  U.S. society. 

 Yes, the course 

provides full coverage 

of many historical and 

founding documents, 

with the U.S. 

Constitution and Bill 

of Rights at the core 

of the study. 

 

  

 

No 

An understanding of 

landmark Supreme Court 

cases, landmark legislation, 

and landmark executive 

actions, and their impact on 

law and society 

 Describe the 

importance of 

political and policy-

making institutions, 

the American 

system of separated 

power and checks 

and balances, and 

the role of state and 

local government in 

a federal system. 

 

 Yes, the course 

provided detailed 

coverage of the three 

branches of 

government, their 

policies, and how they 

have affected and 

continue to impact the 

ongoing process of 

law and society. 

  

No 

  
 

 

 

ITEM 4.  Textbooks 

 

 There are no planned textbook changes for the Fall 2018 term for POS1041, POS1001 or GEA 

1000, although there may be an ISBN update for the REVEL text currently used in POS1041. 

Information on this ISBN update will be distributed to all campus coordinators for correct textbook 

ordering once it is provided from the publisher (Pearson). 

 

 

ITEM 5. Focusing on Student Success: Identifying the Barriers and Potential Solutions 

 

 Cluster members were asked to consider current issues related to student success, to identify any 

existing policies or procedures that create unnecessary barriers for student success, and to 

document their discussion. 

 

 

 Discussion: Cluster members listed their thoughts on this topic and directed the Cluster Chair to 

forward a summary to Angie Dunn before the end of the month. 
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