
 

 

POLITICAL SCIENCE/GEOGRAPHY CLUSTER  

MEETING MINUTES  

March 23, 2017  

1:30 pm to 3:30 pm  

Lake Worth Campus  

 

 

ITEM 1. Assessment Coordinator Introduction 

Discussion: The cluster met first with the full Social Science cluster to hear information from 

Anna Porro, Faculty Assessment Coordinator 

Source:  General education embedded assessment results, which are available online at 

http://intranet.palmbeachstate.edu/IRE/documents/GenEdResults20172.pdf 

Action:  None. 

 

ITEM 2.  Closing the Teaching, Learning, and Assessment Cycle for 2016-2017   

Discussion:  There are four courses covered by this cluster – GEA1000, POS1001, POS1041 

and POS2112 – but due to the currently limited course offerings in GEA1000 and POS2112, 

only the results of  POS1001 and POS1041 were relevant for this discussion. Using the provided 

data, guiding questions and learning outcomes, the cluster discussed appointment of a faculty 

contact for each course and the status of the assessment instrument and results: 

1. Yes, the faculty who teach the courses are satisfied with student achievement of the 

learning outcomes assessed, so there is no need for any changes to the assessment or process in 

the next cycle. (However, the cluster did suggest favor toward a longer two-year cycle.) 

2. Yes, the faculty who teach the courses are satisfied that the existing outcomes adequately 

reflect the knowledge, skills, and abilities expected of students by the time they complete the 

courses, so although revisions have been considered, none are necessary at this time. 

Cluster members agreed to provide feedback on the potential recommendations for changing 

general education assessment by completing the online survey before March 28, 2017.  

http://intranet.palmbeachstate.edu/IRE/documents/GenEdResults20172.pdf


Sources:  General education embedded assessment results, which are available online at 

http://intranet.palmbeachstate.edu/IRE/documents/GenEdResults20172.pdf; data and potential 

process changes, available at http://intranet.palmbeachstate.edu/IRE/GenEd-CourseResults.aspx 

and the Survey Link at 

http://palmbeachstate.co1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_cUf3pXHY6uYO4XX 

Action:  Cluster members unanimously appointed Shari MacLachlan as the faculty contact 

for all the cluster’s courses, including GEA1000 and POS2112, as needed. She will submit the 

course assessment update by August 30, 2017. 

 

ITEM 3. Guided Pathways Workforce Task 

Discussion: The cluster reflected on the questions presented: 

In considering how we can determine workforce expectations for programs offered by the 

College, cluster members agreed that the best source of this information are local employers. The 

cluster’s suggestion is to survey our area’s major local employers, with a particular focus on the 

range of businesses that our students tend to gravitate to. We should ask them their expectations, 

what they desire in an employee and the skill sets that they believe are most vital. 

Best aligning the curriculum to program outcomes also requires information from the business 

community. Information gathered from the survey suggested above could help us ensure that we 

are first matching what employers want in our learning outcomes. Additional evaluability 

assessment can help us ensure that we are supporting students appropriately in the development 

of their speaking and written communication skills, time management and critical thinking. 

And, cluster members believe that the processes we currently have in place, such as the 

embedded assessments, are already best ensuring that students achieve program and course 

learning outcomes. Our in-class assessments, which include pre- and post-testing as well as 

qualitative assessment on a class-by-class basis, are directly linked to our established learning 

outcomes. 

Source: Provided Guided Pathways Workforce Task information 

Action: Cluster members directed Shari MacLachlan to provide this summary of main 

points in the minutes. 

 

ITEM 4.  Textbook Update 

Discussion: The cluster discussed the textbooks being used in all POS and GEA classes. 

Because of the 2016 Presidential election, the current e-textbook used in POS1041 (Introduction 

to American Government) will no longer be available as of August. All other textbooks currently 

in use will remain the same for 2017-18. 

Source: Information provided by Pearson Textbook Representative Jennifer Stevens. 

http://intranet.palmbeachstate.edu/IRE/documents/GenEdResults20172.pdf
http://intranet.palmbeachstate.edu/IRE/GenEd-CourseResults.aspx
http://palmbeachstate.co1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_cUf3pXHY6uYO4XX


Action: Cluster members unanimously agreed to adopt the newest version of REVEL for  

American Government: Roots and Reform, 2016 Presidential Elections Edition by O’Connor and 

Sabato, ISBN 9780134649375 for the access card. An optional accompanying loose-leaf printout 

will also be available for an additional change. 

 

ITEM 5. Update on Dr. Aikhionbare’s Retirement 

Discussion: The cluster discussed Dr. Aikhionbare’s upcoming retirement in October 2017. 

Both Dr. Aikhionbare and Dr. MacLachlan are members of the search committee looking to fill 

the position for the upcoming fall term. All applications have been reviewed and telephone 

interviews complete. In-person interviews of the top five finalists are scheduled for the end of 

March. 

Source: None 

Action: None. (Update only.) 

 

ITEM 6. Cluster Chair and Scribe for 2017 – 18. 

Discussion: The cluster discussed chair and scribe duties for the upcoming year. 

Source: None 

Action: Cluster members unanimously agreed that Shari MacLachlan would continue as 

Cluster Chair and Scribe for the upcoming academic year. 

   

OTHER. None. 
 

Attendance:  

Victor Aikhionbare 

Andrew Luma 

   

Shari MacLachlan 

Terry Randolph 

   

    

Submitted by: 

 

 

 

 

  Shari L. MacLachlan, Scribe 
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