
   

 

 

POLITICAL SCIENCE/GEOGRAPHY CLUSTER MINUTES 

Special  E-Meeting 

May 20, 2018 

 

  

ITEM 1.  Revision of Course Learning Outcomes for POS1041 – Introduction to American 

Government 

Cluster members held a special meeting to discuss revision of the Course Learning Outcomes for 

POS1041 (Introduction to American Government) as required by state law Section 1007.25(4) F.S. 

and Florida Department of Education Rule 6A-10.02413, F.A.C. - Civic Literacy Competency. 

The state requested that the college submit the course changes prior to June 1, so it was necessary 

for the Cluster to conduct a virtual meeting and electronic vote. 

 

Discussion:  Cluster members discussed the legislation and the rule, which are being applied 

simultaneously to AMH 2020 (American History After 1865), so as a result and as of Fall 2018, 

both AMH2020 and POS1041 will share the same (first four) learning objectives. Some concerns 

were expressed, most notably how these changes will affect class scheduling and students taking 

POS1001 (Introduction to Political Science) and AMH2010 (American History To 1865) as part 

of their General Education requirements. 

 

Action:  By an immediate vote of 3 to 0, the cluster approved the following changes to the 

POS1041 Course Learning Outcomes: 

As a result of taking this course, the student will develop and demonstrate 

• an understanding of the basic principles and practices of American democracy and how 

they are applied in our republican form of government, 

 

• an understanding of the United States Constitution and its application,  

 

• knowledge of the founding documents and how they have shaped the nature and 

functions of our institutions of self-governance, 

 



• an understanding of landmark Supreme Court cases, landmark legislation, and landmark 

executive actions and their impact on law and society, 

 

• knowledge of political culture and ideology, the political process, the role of political 

parties, interest groups, elections, public opinion and the media in the U.S. government 

system and the way in which different individuals and groups behave and participate in 

American politics, 

 

• an understanding of political and policymaking institutions, the American system of 

separated power and checks and balances, the role of state and local government in a 

federal system, U.S. national interests and domestic and foreign policy making, and 

 

• a greater awareness of the role of the citizen in the American system and an ability to 

become more politically aware and active in the local and global community. 

 

Professors MacLachlan, Mancusi and Randolph voted on May 20 in favor of the change. Professor 

Luma joined the vote on May 21, making the Cluster decision unanimous. Cluster members 

directed Shari MacLachlan to move forward with processing the course revision packet forms 

necessary to implement these changes. 

  

Attendance:  Andrew Luma, Shari MacLachlan, Phillip Mancusi, Terry Randolph    
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