
SLS CLUSTER MEETING MINUTES 

23 OCTOBER 2018 

2:00 – 4:00PM 

 

 
 ITEM 1. Action required! Faculty who teach general education courses or in academic programs and 

have not yet confirmed the institutional learning outcomes (ILOs) supported by the course(s) or 

program(s) should do so by the end of today. Next steps in finalizing ILOs and assessment will be 

announced next week. 

Although SLS1501 has not yet been designated as a general education course, the cluster did submit the 

alignment of ILOs with the course learning outcomes in August 2018.  This was confirmed by the 

following email: 

From: Pain, Karen D <paink@palmbeachstate.edu> 

Sent: Monday, October 22, 2018 4:38:15 PM 

To: Pain, Karen D 

Subject: Nothing for YOU to do on Item 1, Cluster Agenda!  

 Hello Amazing Faculty! 

I wanted to be sure to let you know that in cluster, Item 1 is for those who have not previously entered 
the institutional learning outcomes (ILOs) supported by their general education course(s) OR academic 
programs(s). If you are receiving this email, it means you have already done what is requested.  
 
So thank you very much for taking care of this already, don't worry about Item 1 (except for the heads 
up for next week which is just an FYI), and have a great day!  
 
I hope I caught you in time. 
Karen 
 
Karen D. Pain, Ph.D. 

Assessment Director/Adjunct Professor 

Palm Beach State College 

4200 Congress Avenue, MS#19 

Lake Worth, Fl  33461 

  

561-868-3325 

 

ACTION: None needed 

ITEM 2.  Meta-Major Modules 

mailto:paink@palmbeachstate.edu


Discussion:  The cluster reviewed the Blackboard templates developed by the committee of Sophia 

Munro, Monica Hamlin, Jeannette Sullivan, and Magdala Ray.  The cluster felt that each module needs a 

bridge assignment to provide “next steps” toward completing the Educational Plan.  It was noted that 

full implementation of the Career Center’s new “Handshake” platform may necessitate revision of the 

modules.   

ACTION:  Each cluster member will be selecting the meta-major module he or she desires to develop 

from the templates developed by Sophia Munro after she has completed the requested revision. 

 

ITEM 3.  New Textbook and Mind Map 

Discussion:  While the SLS1501 Ellis textbook adopted for the 2018-2019, 2019-2020, and 2020-2021 

academic years addresses the learning outcomes of the course, cluster members experienced the 

following Mind Tap difficulties: 

A. Cluster was not adequate informed of the “online only” option for $36. 

B. “Trial period” banner was confusing and unnecessary. 

C. Students experienced problems with the various assessments, especially the Discovery Wheel. 

D. Cluster members feel the resetting of assignment deadlines and attempts is tedious. 

E. Cluster members are disappointed by the rigor of the test bank. 

F. Student instructions for registration need to be clearer and accompanied by screen shots. 

G. The phone app is not fully functional and difficult for students to use. 

ACTION:  Sophia will share this information with our book representative, Diana Sulewski 

ITEM 4.  Best Practices on Blackboard 

Discussion:  The cluster was encouraged to continue contributing best practice assignments and 

presentation to our Bb module for that purpose.  Adjunct Catherine Doe commented that the module 

has been very helpful to her in teaching her first term of SLS1501, and she requested that more material 

be contributed. 

ACTION:  Cluster members should continue to upload assignment ideas 

ITEM 5.  Online SLS1501 

Discussion:  The cluster is still disappointed in the development and registration of the online SLS1501, 

particularly in the fact that students who are not 100% online students were allowed to register for the 

class due to low enrollment of the targeted population.  The cluster would like an update on student 

progress and achievement in the online course.  Kalisha Waldon needed to attend the Education Cluster 

Meeting today rather than the SLS Cluster.  Perhaps she can provide such an update via email to the 

cluster members. 

ACTION:  Sophia will reach out to Kalisha for an update. 

 

ITEM 6.  CSFI Training This Friday, October 26th, 2-5PM, in TC404, LW Campus 



Discussion:  Dr. Johnson teaches SLS courses at UCF and has extensive experience with First Year 

Experience programs.  Their SLS courses are based around the CSFI. https://fye.sdes.ucf.edu/staff/jamil-

d-johnson-phd/.  All full-time and adjunct faculty are invited to attend in order to utilize the CSFI 

included with our new textbook and Mind Tap. 

ACTION:  None needed 

ATTENDANCE:  Dr. Linda Lebile (Associate Dean, PBG), Magdala Ray, Jeannette Sullivan, Erin Sullivan, 

Lisa Byard, Sandra DeMauro, Joyce Kevetos, Marc Davis, Monica Hamlin, Pamela Mason-Egan, Catherine 

Doe (Adjunct, PBG). 

 

Submitted by Magdala Ray, substituting for Sophia Munro 

 

c. Minutes Distribution List 
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