
 

 
CLUSTER AGENDA 

March 23, 2017 

1:30 – 3:30pm 

Lake Worth Campus 

 

ITEM 1. Assessment Coordinator Introduction (for clusters with Gen Ed courses). 

 

                     Assessment coordinators will be at cluster meetings for about five minutes for a brief 

introduction and reminders at the beginning of the afternoon meetings. No discussion 

is required, but questions are welcome.                          
 

Discussion: N/A 

 

Data source:    N/A 

 

Action: NA 

 

ITEM 2.  Closing the Teaching, Learning, and Assessment Cycle for 2016-2017 (Item is for 

clusters that include general education courses.) 

 

Please use provided data, guiding questions, and course learning outcomes to update the 

assessment plan for each general education course in your cluster and designate a faculty 

contact for each of those courses. A link will be sent to faculty contacts after cluster 

minutes are received, and faculty contacts will be asked to record answers to the following 

questions by August 30, 2017: 

 

1. Are faculty who teach the course satisfied with student achievement of the learning 

outcome assessed? (If yes, will there be any changes to the assessment or process in the 

next cycle? If no, what improvement strategies will be implemented next cycle?) 

 

2. Are faculty who teach the course satisfied that the existing outcomes adequately reflect 

the knowledge, skills, and abilities expected of students by the time they complete the 

course? (If no, have you considered revisions? Do you need help with revisions?) 

 

Clusters are invited to provide feedback on the potential recommendations for changing 

general education assessment (see handout). A survey for this purpose will remain open 

until 3/28/17. Cluster comments received in minutes by 3/30/17 will be added to survey 

responses to be reviewed and considered as the committee prepares recommendations for 

changes to Deans Council in April. Survey link: 

http://palmbeachstate.co1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_cUf3pXHY6uYO4XX  

 

 

Discussion: The cluster discussed the data provided for each Gen Ed course associated with this 

cluster. The only course that the cluster could not provide feedback on was the 

http://palmbeachstate.co1.qualtrics.com/SE/?SID=SV_cUf3pXHY6uYO4XX


Anthropology course because the instructors teaching this course are adjunct faculty and 

were not present at the cluster meeting. It was determined that Professor Seenath will be 

the faculty contact for SYG2010, SYG2000, SYG1230, ANT2000 and PHI1010. In terms 

of the two questions posed the cluster answered yes for SYG2010, SYG2000, SYG1230, 

and PHI1010 and discussed the possibility of moving towards a two year assessment cycle. 

The cluster discussed the current process and the proposed process but did not vote on 

which one would be best. 

 

Data source:    Data and potential process changes emailed to cluster chairs and available on the intranet 

at http://intranet.palmbeachstate.edu/IRE/GenEd-CourseResults.aspx  

 

Action: Cluster members discussed the guided questions for all courses mentioned above. 

 

ITEM 3. District Agenda Item on Guided Pathways 

                           

Discussion: All attendees at the cluster meeting took a few minutes to respond to the questions 

presented by the district then discussed each questions as a group. In terms of question one 

the group agreed that asking employers what their needs are would be a good place to start. 

For question two the group discussed looking at the course learning outcomes and for 

question three the group agreed that assessments might be an option and for question 

 

Data source:   Questions asked by the District: 

  1. How can we determine workforce expectations for programs offered by the College? 

2. How can we best align curriculum to program outcomes? 

3. What processes can we use to ensure students are achieving program and course 

learning outcomes? 

 

Action:           Professor Seenath collected the responses and will be sending them to Angie Dunn in the 

Vice-President of Academic Affairs’ office (MS #22). 

 

 

ITEM 3. Textbooks 

                           

Discussion: The textbooks being used in PHI1010 was discussed. On the Lake Worth and Boca 

campuses faculty teaching PHI1010 are using “The Philosopher’s Way: Thinking 

Critically about Profound Ideas” and on the Palm Beach Gardens campus “Twenty 

Questions: Introduction to Philosophy” is being used. The cluster discussed the board rule 

that the same textbook should be used on all campuses since the course is being taught by 

adjunct faculty on all three campuses. Professor Southworth expressed concerns about 

having to change his entire online course as well as the textbook used by the other faculty 

members teaching this course. Professor Raza stated that Professor’s often have to revise 

their teaching materials every semester and Professor Seenath stated that from time to time 

textbooks may change which often results in a course being redesigned. Professor Naylor 

suggested asking if an exception can be made in this case since we do not have a full time 

faculty member who teaches Philosophy to assist in selecting a textbook. Dean 

McClendon, who was present at the meeting, was asked if she could follow-up on this 

suggestion and she agreed to do so. Both Professor Southworth and Professor Roger’s 

expressed concerns with “The Philosopher’s Way: Thinking Critically about Profound 

Ideas” because it does not address the ideas of contemporary scholars. It was decided that 

an email would be sent to the adjunct faculty who teach PHI1010 but were not present at 

the meeting to ask for their input on the textbook currently being used or offer suggestions 

for a different textbook. The deadline for this is April 4th. If a different textbook is 

http://intranet.palmbeachstate.edu/IRE/GenEd-CourseResults.aspx


suggested the cluster will review textbooks for PHI1010 and make a decision by 4/17/17 

and the cluster chair will send an email to the faculty teaching PHI1010 so they can include 

this information in their fall syllabus. The deadline for posting the Fall syllabus is 4/18/17. 

Professor Seenath suggested using the course learning outcomes to assist in the textbook 

selection process if the cluster needed to select a new book for PHI1010. 

 

Data source:  N/A 

 

Action:          NA 

 

 

OTHER. 

Attendance: 

Professor Mitch Kass 

Professor Heather Naylor 

Professor Lystra Seenath 

Professor Asif Raza 

Professor Luke Rogers 

Professor Jason Southworth 

Professor Andrew Plotkin 

Dean Jyrece McClendon 

   

    

    

Submitted by: 

Professor Lystra Seenath 

 

Scribe 

c. Minutes Distribution List 


