
 

 
 

SPEECH COMMUNICATION CLUSTER MEETING MINUTES 
March 22, 2018 

2:00-3:15 

Gardens Campus –AA 114 

 

ITEM 1. Minutes 

 

Discussion: The minutes from the January 3, 2018 cluster meeting were reviewed. 

 

Data/data source:  Copies of the Jan 3, 2018 Minutes were distributed via email, as well as at the meeting 

 

Action: Minutes were unanimously approved. 

 

 

ITEM 2. General Education Review 

 

Discussion: Cluster members were encouraged to participate in the review of General Education 

philosophy and outcomes including the fit of courses into General Education and potential 

pathways.  The survey is administered electronically, and remains available until March 

29, 2018. 

 

Data/data source:  The link was sent via email from Karen Pain last week 

 

Action: N/A 

 

ITEM 3. General Education Assessment 

 

Discussion: IRE is collecting general education assessment data this spring.  All faculty and adjuncts 

teaching Gen. Ed. Courses (SPC 1017) should administer the cluster-developed assessment 

instrument in every Gen. Ed. (SPC 1017) class, and report the results using the web utility. 

The Cluster-developed assessment instrument is available online, and was also sent via 

email to Cluster members this week. Assessment results should be reported online by the 

end of the spring semester.  However, spring 2018 rosters will remain open until May 21, 

2018. Guidelines explaining the assessment process were included in the email sent from 

Emmanuel Alvarado, General Education Assessment Coordinator for Speech.  

 

Data/data source:  General education assessment update sent via email on 3/19/2018 from Emmanuel 

Alvarado, General Education Assessment Coordinator for Speech. 

 

Action: Cluster members present affirmed that the general education assessments will be 

administered this semester, and data submitted by the end of the semester, or extended 

deadline –May 21, 2018.  Faculty with concerns or questions should contact Assessment 

Coordinator Emmanuel Alvarado or the Assessment Director, Karen Pain 



 

ITEM 4. Debate Team Update 

 

Discussion: Lori Crane reminded the Cluster that if SPC 2511 (Argumentation and Debate) is not 

offered on at least one campus in fall 2018 it will be removed from the catalog, and will 

have to go back to Curriculum Committee to be reinstated.  Teaching resources, sample 

syllabi, etc. are available and can be shared with speech faculty who offer the course this 

fall.  Potential sources for recruiting students are student government, as well as 

philosophy, honors, and speech classes. Pending approval from the Associate Dean, 

Rhonda Trust volunteered to offer SPC 2511 on the Boca campus this fall.  At the last 

meeting Victor Gent volunteered to investigate the level of  support from the 

Administration for a debate team, and the possibility of running SPC 2511 as a smaller 

class as part of this initiative.  

 

Data/data source:  N/A 

 

Action: Steve Frishman, Dept. Chair for Speech on the Boca campus, will work on getting 

approval to offer the course this fall.  Dave Rossman, Cluster Chair, will contact Victor 

Gent and ask him to email the cluster any updates regarding the status of his inquiries 

about the debate team and SPC 2511.  

 

ITEM 6. Speech Contest 

 

Discussion: Shauna Ramos and Kate Montero presented the Cluster with 2 impressive flyers promoting 

the 2018 Speech Contest and the contest to select a student MC for the event.  Shauna 

advised Cluster members that due to the cost of trophies, certificates, refreshments etc. 

with current funding, the speech contest prizes would actually be lower than the prizes 

given last year.  1st place --$100, 2nd place --$75, 3rd place --$50 (vs the $200, $150, $100 

respectively –that were awarded last year). Shauna asked the cluster to consider providing 

$600 from the speech fund to supplement the current level of funding given by Dr. Yohe.  

The additional funds would increase the speech contest prizes to: 1st place --$250, 2nd place 

--$175, and 3rd place --$125.  Shauna also suggested that the Cluster continue to use the 

name –The Peggy Raker Speech Contest, and the program for the event will include names 

to commemorate deceased speech faculty who made such a positive difference to their 

students, the cluster, and the PBSC community. 

 

Data/data source:   N/A 

 

Action: Marcie Pachter made a motion that the Cluster approve $600 to add to the speech contest 

funding in order to cover expenses.  After the contest, Shauna and Kate will give the 

cluster a comprehensive breakdown of the costs incurred.  Dave Rossman seconded the 

motion. It passed unanimously. Shauna and Kate will also email the Cluster with follow-up 

details and deadlines for the Speech Contest. 

 

ITEM 7. District Item: Identifying the Barriers and Potential Solutions 

 

Discussion: The question under consideration:  “Can you identify any existing policies or procedures 

(anywhere within the College) that you believe create unnecessary barriers for student 

success?”  Please include suggestions for improvement.  After a lively discussion, the 

Cluster identified 4 unnecessary barriers to student success:  

 

 



 

 

  Barrier #1  Textbook costs 

   

Potential solutions: 1). Working with book publishers the College could provide 

students with access to affordable E-books through a small fee embedded in tuition. (with 

such arrangements hard copies are usually provided at a discounted rate from the 

publishers for students who might have that preference).  When students log into BB they 

would have access to their textbook from the first day of class.  Students would be able to 

opt out of the program. 2). Use of  free online textbooks through programs like Open 

Stacks –when feasible. 3). No textbook –faculty provide free Lib Guides with the material 

needed for the course.  

 

Barrier #2  There should be mandatory academic advising for all students 

 

Potential solution: To help students to identify their career paths as early as possible, 

and the programs/courses that will lead to student success in achieving those goals students 

should be required to receive advising from their first semester and throughout their time at 

the College.  To assist in this effort faculty could be trained, AND given at least one course 

release time to assume advising duties as part of their faculty load. 

 

Barrier #3  Class size too large (especially in Speech and English) 

 

Potential Solution: Establish a committee to research best practices across colleges to 

ascertain the optimum class size for certain courses. 

 

Barrier #4  Policies governing how Honors classes are designated and offered 

need to be reviewed. There is a need for more flexibility –particularly in terms of offering 

online Honors classes.  The lack of such courses deters some eligible students from taking 

Honors classes.  Honors College or the Honors coordinators should work more closely 

with faculty to schedule classes (thus avoiding situations where Honors classes compete 

against each other for the same pool of students) 

 

Potential Solutions: Review policies and management of the Honors program, and work 

more closely with faculty to schedule and offer Honors courses. 

 

Data/data source: N/A 

 

Action: Cluster Chair Dave Rossman will record the Cluster’s recommendations, and send the 

completed form to Angie Dunn in Academic Affairs by March 30, 2018. 

 

 

OTHER. On behalf of the Cluster, Steve Frishman thanked outgoing Cluster Chair Dave Rossman 

for an excellent year of service as Cluster Chair.  Following Cluster protocol the current 

scribe –Meagan Tomei-Jameson will become the next Cluster chair for 2018/2019 

academic year.  Cluster scribe for 2018/2019 would be the cluster member next in line 

after Megan based on when they joined the Cluster as a full time speech faculty member. 

These designations will be formally confirmed at the next cluster meeting. 

 

 Adjournment.  Marcie Pachter motioned.  Lori Crane Seconded, and the motion to 

adjourn passed unanimously. 
 



 

 

 

 

Attendance: 

   

 

Guest: Velmarie Albertini, Dean, Curriculum 

 

Dave Rossman (Chair) 

Leonie Escoffery (fill-in Scribe) 

David Childers 

Lori Crane 

Steve Frishman 

Lizbeth Martin 

Catherine Montero 

Marcie Pachter 

Shauna Ramos 

Rhonda Trust 

 

Absent: 

Michelle Biferie 

Victor Gent 

Megan Tomei-Jameson (Scribe) 

 

Submitted by:                                                      

 

 

Leonie Escoffery (Scribe fill-in) 

[name], Scribe 
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