
 

 

 

 
 

SPEECH COMMUNICATION CLUSTER MEETING MINUTES 
March 26, 2019 

1:30-3:30 

Lake Worth Campus –NS 236 

ITEM 1. Approval of Minutes From 1/2/19 Cluster Meeting 
 

Discussion:  The minutes from the January 2nd cluster meeting were reviewed. Upon reviewing the previous  

  minutes, the Cluster expressed significant concern that the feedback regarding Guided Pathways  

  had not been addressed. Despite this lack of communication it appears the Guided Pathways is  

  moving forward and the faculty still have concerns. Victor Gent made a suggestion on page 2 of  

  the minutes to make a correction: Room CDP should reflect Room CBP. 

   

Data/Data Source: Copies of the January 02, 2019 minutes were distributed at the meeting. 

 

Action:   Waiting for feedback from the Guided Pathways committee. Minutes were unanimously approved. 

 

ITEM 2. Pillars of Instructional Excellent Activity 

 
Discussion:  The Engage Pillar was chosen as having the most growth potential for the Cluster. The Cluster 

would like to receive workshops within the Engage Pillar that teach students to employ active 

learning strategies (E.1.1), and to design lessons that promote critical thinking skills. (E.1.4) Dave 

Rossman suggested the college should provide webinars or streams of workshops for those who 

aren’t able to attend (for faculty who are teaching at those times). Shana Ramos and Marcie 

Patcher, who both teach classes on Fridays from 9-12, vehemently agreed with this suggestion. The 

Cluster developed this additional joint statement:  

 

We support the Pillars for professional development, but respectfully request confirmation that the Pillars function 

independently of our annual appraisals.  
 

Data/Data Source: The Pillars of Instructional Excellence at www.palmbeachstate.edu/PIE 

 

Action: The Cluster unanimously approved the statement. The above statement is being submitted to Jen-

nifer Hudson. 

 

ITEM 3. Speech Contest 

 
Discussion: Shauna Ramos restated this year’s chosen topic for the Cluster: How can we best restore civil dis-

course in our culture? The Cluster confirmed that the name of the contest shall remain the annual 

Peggy C. Raker Speech Contest. A discussion concerning student participation and campus loca-

tion ensued, with continued concern about the amount of students representing each campus. In 

order to keep the total number of participants at the number 5 (one representative from each cam-

pus), the Cluster decided that if there is a campus that is not able to send a representative, a second-



 

 

ary contestant (from any campus) can be randomly selected to take the open slot. Victor Gent ex-

pressed concern about speaker and audience decorum, specifically keeping students and audience 

members from being able to enter and exit the room once the contest begins. Marcie Pachter sug-

gested having professors guard the doors, along with signage requesting that people do not exit and 

enter, just as was done when the contest was being run by the professors at the Lake Worth cam-

pus. Everyone agreed these new suggestions being offered were excellent! The current room as-

signed by Lake Worth Scheduling was considered to be a poor choice for this contest. Lori Crane 

confirmed through online scheduling, that the 1st choice room (CBP) is available during the 

day/time requested. A discussion about the time limit for each speaker resulted in a unanimous de-

cision by the Cluster that all speeches going over or under the 30 second grace period allotted 

should be automatically disqualified. Further discussion regarding publicizing the event led to an 

agreement that all campuses will provide the name(s) and a picture of their student representative 

no later than April 20 so they can be included in the social media rollout, and so Kate Montero, can 

provide Lindsay McGlynn with this publicity material to be placed on several social media outlets. 

When discussing judges,  Kate Montero confirmed that Dean Richard White had agreed to serve as 

a judge for the event. Several other potential judges were recommended. 

 

Data/Data Source: 2019 Speech Rundown, Judging Rubrics, Contest Flyers, Contestant Checklist 

 

Action:  Kate Montero will coordinate social media details with Lindsay McGlynn, and will submit the con-

test as a News Story. Victor Gent will coordinate with scheduling and Kate. Shauna Ramos will 

contact Deandre Pool and Linda Lebile to see if they will serve as the remaining judges needed, 

and will secure the trophies. Shauna and Kate will meet with Angela Dunn to finalize the budget 

and order catering (once the room is secured). Kate Montero will include AnEta Sewell-Spence in 

the speech contest program, as well as all student representatives. 

 

ITEM 4. Special Items/New Business 

 
Discussion: Everyone expressed gratitude for a job well done on the part of Cluster Chair Megan Tomei-Jame-

son, and to scribe, Kate Montero. Kate Montero will assume the roll of Cluster Chair for 2019-

2020, and Shauna Ramos will assume the roll of Cluster Scribe. 

 

Data/Data Source: NA 

 

Action:  NA 

 
Adjournment: Megan Tomei-Jameson motioned. Marcie Pachter seconded, and the motion to adjourn passed 

unanimously. 

Attendance: 

David Childers 

Lori Crane  

Leonie Escoffery 

Steve Frishman 

Victor Gent 

Catherine (Kate) Montero (Scribe) 

Marcie Pachter 

Shauna Ramos 

Dave Rossman 

Sheila Scott-Lubin (Liaison) 

Meagan Tomei-Jameson (Chair) 

Rhonda Trust-Schwartz 

Absent: 

Michelle Biferie 


