
Trade and Industry 

CLUSTER Minutes 

January 2, 2019 

1:30 pm to 3:30 pm 

Lake Worth Campus 
 

Meeting called to order 1:36pm 

 

ITEM 1. Introductions and news 

Discussion: 

Dean Richie welcomed everyone back and introduced Dr. Thomas Gautier and if you haven’t 

done so to stop by and say hello.  

 

ITEM 2. Guided Pathways Assessment Activity: 

To help the College assess how far along we are in adopting essential guided pathways practices, each 

cluster will use the attached academic portion of the Guided Pathways Essential Practices tool to review 

and discuss adoption of essential Guided Pathways practices. The cluster is to record responses in the 

rubric column titled Scale of Adoption at Our College. Each cluster will submit the completed Guided 

Pathways Essential Practices: Scale of Adoption Self-Assessment Tool to Jennifer Hudson 

(hudsonj@palmbeachstate.edu or MS# 51) by January 31, 2019. 

Discussion: 

Source: The essential practices listed are examined in CCRC’s book, Redesigning America's Community 

Colleges: A Clearer Path to Student Success by Thomas Bailey, Shanna Smith Jaggars, and Davis Jenkins 

(Harvard University Press, 2015). 

 

Please complete the survey on how you think the college is doing to assess pathways. Please 

turn in the survey to Darla by end of today.  

 

ITEM 3. Electronic Systems Technician: New Program Approval 

Discussion: 

 

There is a new procedure to review programs prior to submitting to the cluster. This is to ensure 

proper policy and extra review is completed prior to sending to curriculum committee. This 

information on EST program is a repeat on the email vote that proposes the 1200 hour program be 

eliminated. In its place, a new program that is 750 hours and in line with the state guideline 

replaces Security Automation. Final decision on the name is to be determined.  

 Motion: Dr. McAllister  Second: Eligio Marquez Motion PASSED 

ITEM 4.  National Honor Society: Discussion 

Discussion: 

Dr. McAllister attended a conference and learned there was a National Honor Society for Technical 

Education that is nationally recognized. Students pay a fee of $30.00 to become a member and get 

to wear a sash at graduation. There are also scholarship opportunities and benefits students can take 

advantage of while being a member of the honor society. She wanted to ask if it is possible to gain 

permission to move forward and petition the college to allow for the college recognize this honor 

society for our students. She volunteered to be the advisor and there wouldn’t be a cost associated 



to the college to become a sponsoring organization. She asked for permission to move forward to 

Deans Council. Dean Richie expressed her interest in joining as well.  

 Motion: Ronald Widdoss Second: Joshua Colvin Motion PASSED 

ITEM 5.  VP Dr. Wihbey Announcements 

Discussion: 

Dr. Wihbey introduced Dr. William "Patch". Paczkowski as the new Interim Workforce 

Development for Education Programs for Workforce Services. He is a lawyer, PHD, MBA and an 

Army Veteran. We are excited to have him as a part of our team. She also introduced Dr. Thomas 

Gautier as the new associate dean of Trade and Industry. He was at onboarding but to please stop in 

and introduce yourself if you haven’t already done so. Dr. Wihbey gave a synopsis of what is 

Workforce Development and how we as a division can enhance the jobs we are doing here at the 

college. She explained how we need to integrate credit “free” with credit. One key focus needs to 

be developing collaboration within the college and have a customer oriented “product” and true 

working processes that will only assist our students. The college needs to develop credentials of 

value. She also asked everyone to perfect their elevator pitches due to increase in tours in the 

coming semesters. Dr. Wihbey expressed her desire to set regular meetings with instructors to gain 

input from them. She also wants to utilize the weekend college model to increase enrollment and 

time to degree or credential.  

 

 

Attendance: 

 
Dean Richie  Sandi Barrett  Americo Marcial Luis Tamayo 

Rhonda Griffis  Ron Widdoss  Ken Lafara  Anton Pastuszak 

Gloria McAllister Eligio Marquez  Dr. Wihbey  William Paczkowski 

Brent Ebner  Lynn Highsmith Alan Bohen  Mark Beilen 

Joshua Colvin  Dan Neff  Donald Laurent  Alan Mullenax 

Pete Goodman  Susan Fleming  Juana Montalban Michelle Richard 

Darla Safford  Stephen Spencer 
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