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 My name is Joanna Morales-Majchrzak and I would like to apply for the upper division at Florida Interna-
tional University School of Architecture.
 Over these last two years, as a current student of the Architecture Department at Palm Beach State College, 
I have become extremely aware of the work and thinking process associated with building design and construc-
tion.
 By pairing my student life with my passion for traveling, I have learned to read and value the architectural 
language of other countries, specifically Europe and Poland my native land, extracting inspiration for my own 
designs.
 I feel a strong inclination for sustainable construction, incorporating local elements and materials, shaping 
them together; then resulting in designs with unique identity. It is gratifying to encourage a sense of belonging 
between the people, the structure and their region and culture.
 I am selecting Florida International University due to its solid presence in South Florida, track record, di-
verse student population, and strong recommendation from some of my former teachers and their architect peers.   
 I am fully committed to this profession and I would like to have the opportunity to take my skills to the 
next level and show my value as a student of Florida International University.
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DESIGN   I
SPRING 2010 

FROZEN MUSIC PROJECT 
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The Objective of 
this assignment 
was to create 
a space influ-
enced by Charlie 
Parker’s Koko. 
The structure is 
unpredictable and 
encourages ob-
servers to experi-
ence its spaces 
that are riddled 
with mystery, inti-
macy, and playful-
ness.

FINAL MODEL
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DESIGN     II
FALL 2010 

NINE SQUARE GRID PROJECT     
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In this design I interpreted different aspects of the nine square grids. I repeated a curved which is derived 
from the grid and also made the meeting cross points of the grid relevant by raising them from the ground.
The finished structure was a two-leveled model, which offered open spaces within a confined perimeter.

FINAL MODEL DRAFT MODELS
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ROOF PLAN 

FLOOR PLAN
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DIAGRAMS

14



DESIGN     II
FALL 2010 

ATRIUM PROJECT
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This model was developed by 
studying maps of Biscayne Bay 
in South Florida; it offers two 
kinds of experiences. The cur-
vaceous and smooth lines of the 
different leveled floors are juxta-
posed with the geometric blocks 
from the roof of the structure; 
though the design is condensed, 
it also offers open spaces in the 
ceiling, which brings the city 
surroundings into the structure.

ROOF PLAN

FINAL MODEL16



DESIGN     III
SPRING 2011

TRAIN STATION PROJECT
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This design was 
derived through a 
mathematical system 
I deducted using the 
restrictions of the as-
signment. The design 
presents a structure, 
though vast; is light 
and dynamic.

SKETCH

SKETCH

SKETCH MODEL

PRE MODEL
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FRONT ELEVATION

SIDE ELEVATION
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ROOF PLAN

FLOOR PLAN
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DESIGN   IV
FALL 2011

TECTONIC CONNECTIONS PROJECT
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With this project, I wanted to create 
connecting pieces that were both un-
conventional and flexible. With its two 
possible connecting points, my con-
nectors were pleasantly influential on 
the structure outcome as I intended.

CONNECTORS FORMING SHAPE ASSEMBLING CONNECTORS

FINAL MODEL
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CONNECTORS SLIDING UP AND DOWN CONNECTORS TURNING 90 DEGREE

EXAMPLE A EXAMPLE B EXAMPLE B
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DESIGN   IV
FALL 2011

PIER MUSEUM PROJECT 
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This design was strongly influenced by 
my personal interest on folding architec-
ture. The whole concept stems from four 
basic lines which are folded in various 
ways and evenly broken to create this 
balanced structure. More importantly, I 
wanted the structure to be iconic and eas-
ily recognized as well as open enough to 
allow everyone to equally experience both 
the structure and its surroundings. FINAL MODEL

PLANNING SPACE LINES CREATING STRUCTURE

DRAFT PRIMARY STRUCTURE
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FLOOR PLAN

ROOF PLAN 
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ROOF PLAN

SIDE SECTION
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