
 
 
 

MEETING AGENDA 
General Education and Assessment Committee 

September 30, 2016 

9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
CBP 201, Lake Worth 

 

 
ITEM 1. Review embedded assessments in assigned areas (Assessment Coordinators only) 
 
Discussion: Dr. Pain requested that members evaluate the assessment instruments in their assigned areas 

and ensure that they are designed to address course specific outcome selected by the cluster. AS 
a reminder, she noted that if any cluster need to change course outcomes, changes must be 
addressed via curriculum action. Professor Tierney suggested that the committee ask the cluster 
chairs to put the Gen Ed coordinators first on the October 19, 2016 Development Day cluster 
meeting agenda. This would give the coordinators an opportunity to introduce themselves and 
reach out to faculty as a resource. It was suggested that they explain the importance of 
consistency and remind the faculty that they will have an opportunity to evaluate the results in 
the spring. The committee members agreed. 

 
Data source:  Assessment instrument packages (available for preview on IRE intranet page with College login 

and password) 
 
Action: Dr. Pain will work to add assessment coordinators to October 19, 2016 agenda. 
 
ITEM 2. Independently review assessments (Assessment Coordinators only) 
 
Discussion: Dr. Pain asked the coordinators to review and give feedback/provide observations for current 

embedded assessments in their assigned areas and their own disciplines.  Several member shared 
that they had looked at the instruments already, but some asked about scores. Dr. Pain said that 
all assessments are available on the intranet link with College login and password, and scores are 
available at links for previous years.   

  
Data source:  Assessment instrument packages (available for preview on IRE intranet page with College login 

and password) 

Attendance:   

 Emmanuel Alvarado    Ted Cascio  Emma Chow 

  Tracy Ciucci   Laura Clouse   Jennifer Hudson 

 Linda Madera   Marcie Pachter    Karen Pain 

 David Pena   Jonathan Pernick    Anthony Piccolino 

  Ana Porro   Bridget Rogers    Luke Rogers 

  Sheila Scott-Lubin   Debra-Anne Singleton    Warren Smith 

 Donald Taylor    Carrie Thompson    Patrick Tierney, Chair 

  Connie Tuisku  David Wells    Mindy Yale 



   
Action: Committee members will review assessment instruments and share any pressing concerns with 

Dr. Pain via email as soon as possible so that updates/corrections can be made. 
 
ITEM 3. Approve Minutes from the 8/26/16 Meeting 
 
Discussion: Minutes from 8/26/16 were confirmed without discussion. Professor Tierney introduced Linda 

Madera to the committee. 
 
Data source:  Previous minutes. 
 
Action: Dr. Pain will upload minutes to web 

(http://www.palmbeachstate.edu/learningoutcomes/meeting-minutes.aspx).  
 
ITEM 4. Discuss Development Day adjustments 
 
Discussion: Dr. Pain said that the topic for Development Day (10/19) would be “Guided Pathways.” She 

explained that due to changes in the agenda on 10/19, the assessment coordinators would be put 
on the afternoon cluster meeting agenda instead of preparing to facilitate breakout sessions in 
the morning. Professor Tierney said that each assessment coordinator would be sending an email 
to all the cluster under their charge. He explained that the coordinators would introduce 
themselves at the beginning of the afternoon session cluster meetings and briefly discuss the 
embedded assessment and offer to assist faculty if needed. Professor Ciucci asked if the data 
would be available to the clusters at the spring meeting. It was announced that the data would be 
available via the web in the spring. Professor Tierney suggested that the group send reminders to 
the clusters regarding entering the information and offering assistance to facilitate discussion 
with the results. 

 
Data source:   n/a 
 
Action: n/a 
 
ITEM 5. Working on task forces…set goals for 10/28/16 
 
Discussion: Professor Tierney asked the task forces to break into their groups and work on drafting a plan to 

achieve their goals. He asked that one person be selected to present a brief summary of the goals 
for the 10/28 meeting.    

  
Data source:   n/a 
 
Action: Task forces met and discussion ensued. 
 
ITEM 6. Report out…elect spokesperson 
 
Discussion: Workshop Series: The task force suggested developing a workshop series to assist faculty with 

analyzing the assessment results and facilitating discussion on the meaning of the results.  The 
workshop series would begin with a virtual narrated PowerPoint and follow with directed 
discussion and formulation of actions based upon the results. The workshop would be discipline 
specific to ensure relevant outcomes.  The goal for 10/28 is to prepare a sample workshop based 
on Jonathan Pernick’s accounting course. 

 
  Scenarios Replacement:  Task force members suggested to replace scenarios with standardized 

items. An example would be that the exam has approximately 50 question multiple choice with at 

http://www.palmbeachstate.edu/learningoutcomes/meeting-minutes.aspx


least three questions per outcome weighted by difficulty. The assessment would be required 
twice: first upon entrance into the college and second just prior to graduation. The group 
suggested that the assessment be included in orientation and graduation application.  This would 
provide a baseline to measure performance.  The goal for 10/28 is to better define the plan. 

 
 Sampling Plan for Embedded Assessment Reporting: Task force members recommended pre- and 

post- sample using 0-15 general education credits for pre-test sample and 45-60 credits as post-
test sample. They suggested using the first time in college students given that is the cohort 
followed for performance funding metrics.  The assessment would be all done online. The data 
collected could provide vital insight into problem area for completion. The sample should be 
genuinely random to ensure inclusivity. The goal for 10/28 is to better define the plan. 

 
Data source:   n/a 
 
Action: Task force groups will provide a 3-5 bulleted list of suggestions to Professor Tierney by 10/24/16 

to compile and distribute to committee. 
 
ITEM 6. Other Business 
 
Discussion: Dr. Pain shared that email invitations for the scenarios were sent out to two groups of students. 

Group 1 students were sampled across the College from among classes with a median of 30 
credits earned by students in the class. Group 2 was all students currently enrolled AA/BAS 
degree students who have completed their general education credits.  Group 1 for each scenario 
was 457 or 458 students; Group 2 was 205 or 206 for each scenario. All together 85 faculty had a 
section of students that were invited to participate. The committee discussed collecting 
information from those faculty to see how many were offering incentives to students for 
participation. 

  
Data source:   n/a 
 
Action: Dr. Pain will send out the request to faculty to request information on incentivizing students. 
 
  
Meeting adjourned at 11:30am. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
Jennifer Hudson, Scribe 
 
Cc:  Committee members 


