
 

 
 

PTLC Cluster Minutes 

September 1, 2016, Thursday 

2:00-3:30 

PTLC LL121.1 

 

In attendance: Sean Smith, Sofia Gill, David Pena, Susan Setterlund, Mary Pernal, Robin Fiedler, Rob Gingras, Robert Van 

der Velde, new member Mark McKay 

 

ITEM 1. Advising and Faculty Panel Discussions 

 

Discussion: Robin announced that over the summer, she met with Henry Ponciano on creating a discussion panel for 

advising to meet with different discipline specific faculty as open dialogue and exchange of information 

about what faculty do in the classroom and what/how students are being advised for that discipline. 

Committee members’ feedback was positive about the new monthly panel discussion.  

 

Action: The first Panel discussion is with English faculty. Robin will organize Math faculty for October.  

 

ITEM 2. Movie of the Mind Series 

 

Discussion: David Pena is Co-coordinator. Discussion focused on increasing attendance or ending the series. Schedule is 

filled for presenters 2016, total of 3 scheduled for the 2nd Thursday of every month if possible. Change of 

venue is targeted for Meldon Hall. Professors who volunteer for screening should seek student club co-

sponsor or require current student attendance for relevance to course curriculum. 

 

Action: Check for Meldon Hall availability. 

 

ITEM 3. Spanish Language and Culture Immersion 

 

Discussion: Maria Garcia-Landry will continue Spanish class for faculty and staff to learn Spanish in a totally Spanish 

speaking environment with singing, dancing, food and dialogue lessons in common situations with relevant 

grammar. The classes will be once a month (possibility of two), Friday mornings.  

 

Action: Robin Fiedler will reserve the room and use the same flyer. 

 

ITEM 4. Book Club Discussion Group 

 

Discussion: Mary Pernal will coordinate event for once a year book discussion event to be held in January after faculty 

return from the holiday break. – New book TBA. 

 

Action: When the book is decided David Pena will order copies available through the library.  

 

ITEM 5. Financial Fridays  

 

Discussion: Sean Smith is coordinator with Sofia Gill. The format will remain the same as last year. Sessions are the first 

Friday of the month 9-10am in BB309. 

 

Action: The same flyer will be used.  

 

ITEM 6. Faculty Focus Panels 

 

Discussion: Committee agreed to continue this series and to target new faculty and current issues in higher education, but 

also include any faculty doing research. We have 2 panels with 2 faculty each scheduled for the Fall 2016. 

Members suggested a few new faculty members as well as an attempt to involve adjuncts.  

 



Action:  Robin Fiedler will organize the logistics and presenters. We need a Co-coordinator for this event. 

 

 

ITEM 7. “Teaching Strategies” Series 

 

Discussion: Last year, we cut the lecture portion down of the sessions and increased the interactive and Q&A times. The 

sessions have been small and intimate held in the PTLC conference room. Robin now enters the sessions in 

the HR Professional Development class registration system so that faculty can register and receive PD credit 

through HR. Many professors come to the sessions with a specific problem or issue about the topic seeking 

advice and like the Q&A sessions. Suggestions were made to include topics on innovative, creative and 

interdisciplinary topics for teaching.  

 

Action:  Robin Fiedler will organize the logistics, flyers and presenters, adding some for an adjunct focus. We need a 

Co-coordinator for this series. 

 

ITEM 8. Fall Faculty Fellowship 

 

Discussion: We will continue the event format, Teaching Strategy sessions and Panel on transitioning from adjunct to 

fulltime. The fall event is scheduled for Sat. Nov.5. We will invite the TSS weekday presenters to repeat their 

session on a Sat. morning. Bob asked to have the lineup of ‘break-out’ presenters confirmed as early as 

possible and to email out a save the date flyer.  

 

Action: Robin Fiedler will organize presenters asap. David co-coordinator will reserve rooms. 

 

ITEM 9. Fall New Faculty Social Reception 

 

Discussion: Susan Setterlund will co-coordinate. Last year’s raffle and upscale food and drinks went well. We will check 

with the participants to affirm their commitment to the raffle, including lunch with Dr. Bennet and Dean 

Willey. Significant discussion about food and drink relied on whether or not we have a budget, ask for 

committee contributions, or have mixture of both.  

 

Action: Robin Fiedler will contact Ed Willey about budget. (Update -- no PTLC budget, but Sean Smith found an 

anonymous donor for a $100 budget). Susan, Robin, Mary and Deb will meet to organize and 

purchase/prepare food. Susan will design flyers and posters.  

 

 

Meeting adjourned 3:30pm 

 

Submitted by: 

 

Robin Fiedler, PTLC Chair, PBG 

 


