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The School Board of Palm Beach County, 
Palm Beach Community College and 

Florida Atlantic University 
 

 INTERINSTITUTIONAL ARTICULATION COORDINATING COMMITTEE 

 

 MINUTES 
 February 10, 2011, 1:00 p.m. 

Palm Beach State College, Lake Worth Campus, Conference Room B, District Office Building 

    

    
In attendance:  Patti Anderson, Susan Bantang, Miguel Benavente, Gloria Crutchfield, John 

Cunningham, Kathleen Gamble, Beth Gillespie, Robin Johnson, Susan Lang, Jeraline Marsh, Ed Mueller, 
Barbara Pletcher, Christie Ragsdale, Jacqueline Rogers, Connie Scotchel-Gross, Ed Willey 

 
Discussion:  Dr. Anderson welcomed the committee and noted that, since this is the last scheduled 

Articulation Committee meeting this year, our goal is to document all proposed changes to the 2011-12 

IAA.  The objective is to have the Agreement written by the end of February.  The Boards of Palm Beach 

State College and the Palm Beach School District consider and officially approve the agreement; Florida 
Atlantic University, however, does not require Board approval.  This approval process can take several 

months.  All three institutions need to approve the written document before registration for the fall 2011 

term, per State Statute. 

 
A chart, Selected Data on Dual Enrollment Students, was distributed to the committee.  This chart 

showed that, among the 2,179 total students in Palm Beach State, dual enrollment in spring 2011, 1,503 
tested out of prep and were college-ready.  It was stated that dual enrollment should be reserved for 

students who are college-ready in all areas (reading, English and math), rather than in one or two areas.  

High school students who are not college-ready in all areas would benefit from focusing their time in 
deficient areas.  Additionally, there are serious consequences if a student is not successful in a dual 

enrollment course, including denial of admission to the university of their choice.  Course forgiveness is 

not allowed while students are dually enrolled.  It was agreed that the focus should be on the academic 

integrity of the program.  There is concern that some students are being encouraged to participate in dual 
enrollment courses when they may not be ready.  Other college’s practices were reviewed; i.e., some 

colleges require an interview for dual enrollment, and some will not admit students if there have been 

behavioral issues.  Practices vary considerably across the state. 

 
Students who take only one section of the CPT test do not necessarily retake the CPT or provide scores 

for the other areas.  Consequently, it cannot be determined how many dual enrolled students are actually 
college-ready.  This means the data provided may not provide an accurate number of students who would 

still be eligible for dual enrollment under the new requirement; the numbers could be greater.   

 
There is a misconception that a dual enrollment course might be easier at a state college than at a 

university; however, this is not the case due to common course numbering.  It was suggested that changes 

to placement score requirements be delayed until the spring 2012 term to allow for advisement of students 
in April and May.  Dr. Anderson will consult with the President and Vice Presidents of Palm Beach State 

(Executive Leadership Council), and a decision will be made in time for the counselors to advise the 

students about the change in dual enrollment requirements.   

 
Other document changes recommended were that “the FCELPT test” should be changed to “the 
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recognized college placement test;” that Palm Beach State College no longer allow seniors to enter  
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SLS1501 with a 2.5 GPA; and that TABE tests would have to be passed for students entering a PSAV 

program (as is required of all Palm Beach State students).   Robin Johnson will research the final grades 

of seniors enrolled in SLS (Student Life Skills) for 2010-11 year with less than a 3.0 GPA. Concern was 
expressed for the increase in students not passing dual enrollment courses. 

 
All course learning outcomes and testing policies will be observed at the high school site for those 
courses offered off a college or university campus.   

 
Action:   

Robin Johnson will research the grades of seniors enrolled in SLS with less than a 3.0 GPA; Dr. 

Anderson will consult with Palm Beach State about changes to dual enrollment eligibility requirements. 

 
Data Source Consulted (where appropriate):  Selected Data on Dual Enrollment Students 

 
ITEM 2.  Career Pathways Issues (Gamble/Marsh) 

 

Discussion:   

TABE scores must now be submitted prior to enrolling in a PSAV program, consistent with Palm Beach 
State students entering those programs. 

 

Action:   
Incorporate the above verbiage and changes into the 2011-12 Articulation Agreement. 

 

Data Source Consulted (where appropriate):  N/A 

 

ITEM 3.  Other 

 

Discussion:   
Concerns were expressed for the state legislature encouraging dual enrollment without providing funding.  

It was noted, although FTEs are earned, colleges are no longer funded by FTE.  There has been a 30% 

growth over three years in dual enrollment, and these seats are in competition with paying students.   
 

Dr. Anderson asked for volunteers to chair the 2011-12 Interinstitutional Articulation Committee.  With 

no volunteers, Robin Johnson, director of recruitment and dual enrollment at Palm Beach State, was 

drafted.  She will serve as chairperson, and Susan Lang agreed to take minutes.  Meetings will continue to 
be held at Palm Beach State. 

 

It was decided that the Articulation Committee meetings for the 2011-12 school year would not be held 
on Thursday afternoons in order to accommodate the School District’s meeting schedules. 

 

Action:  N/A 
 

Data Source Consulted (where appropriate):  N/A 
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