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Palm Beach State College 

Lake Worth 

Minutes 

Graduation Committee Meeting 

  

Date:  September 30, 2011 Time:  2  PM                                          

 

Location:  CRA 102 

 

Attendance: 

 

  Ed Mueller    Steve Gray    Freddie Bennett 

  Roz McFarlane    Crystal Womack    Rickey Freeman 

  Carol Boehlert   Olivia Morris    Hansome Jones 

  Margie Dawes   Africa Fine     Paul Friedman     

  Michael MacMullen   Trish Froehlich    Patti Anderson 

  Susan Kadir   Sharon Sass    Helaine Fazio 

  Sheryl Giese   Doug Cornwell 

   Tiffany Dinga        

 

 

ITEM 1.   Introductions 

 

ITEM 2.   Spring 2011 Feedback 

 

Discussion:   Ed Mueller informed us that the morning ceremony went very well. 

The spring 2011 ceremony was the largest ceremony we have ever had and 

our numbers are expected to increase with each ceremony in the future  

partly due to the addition of the BAS program.  Ed feared not having 

enough seating for our students for the afternoon ceremony, as there were 

only 50 left.    

 

ITEM 3.   Ceremony Change Suggestions – Fall 2011   

 

Discussion:   Many suggestions were made regarding our future graduation ceremonies 

with regard to how the increase in the number of students graduating 

should be handled. 

 

Trish Froehlich, who reports to the Health Science Department, said that 

department would like to see one ceremony.  She mentioned that Broward 

has only one ceremony for its graduation.  She also suggested that pictures 

being taken of the students immediately after receiving their diplomas 

might be moved to create better flow. 

 

Action:          Ed Mueller said we will look at other schools to see how they are handling 

large numbers.  
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Michael MacMullen suggested that the AS, AAS and PSAV programs be 

the morning ceremony, and the AA and Bachelor programs be the afternoon 

ceremony. 

 

Helaine Fazio observed several people loitering in the halls at the 

Convention Center during the second ceremony, which seemed to be caused 

by the length of the ceremony.  She mentioned the longer the ceremony 

lasts, the more we lose control of the audience.   

 

Doug Cornwell recently attended a Dreyfoos High School graduation and 

noticed their graduates’ photos were taken further from the stage to avoid 

slowing down the line of students.   

 

It was mentioned that our line is sometimes slow  because the students back 

up when shaking the hand of Board of Trustee member and the President as 

they cross the stage. 

 

Students also sometimes wait to hear their name called before advancing 

onto the stage.  Ed Mueller mentioned Allen Webber assists by starting the 

students at the stairs; Ed then tries to encourage them to move along. 

Some students take more time than others; for example, girls wearing very 

high heels and guys that want to “strut their stuff” and wave to their friends.  

 

Action:         Ed Mueller suggested ideas on changes to the format be presented to the 

Academic Deans Council and the Executive Leadership Council.  Ed will 

meet with Dr. Gallon to discuss the possibilities of changes to the format.   

 

ITEM 4.   VOLUNTEERS 

 

Discussion:   Ed Mueller praised the volunteers for all they do, and the more volunteers                                   

we have, the better the ceremony.  Ed feels the lining up of students is 

going very well for both ceremonies with our current procedure.  

 

Action:         We will continue to recruit volunteers as we have in the past. 

 

Olivia Morris has “walkie talkies” and will bring them to the ceremony for 

the student volunteers to use.   

 

ITEM 5.   STUDENT SPEAKERS AND SPEECH COACHES 
 

Discussion: Several committee members suggested a new rotation of the student 

speakers by campus which needs to be addressed now that a bachelor’s 

graduate and the student trustee have been added.    

 

Action:          It was decided the ideas should be presented to Dr. Gallon, Dr. Sass and 

Dr. Anderson for a decision. 



3 

 

ITEM 6.   CLOSING COMMENTS       

        

Ed Mueller said the Registrar’s Office will continue to try to resolve any 

issues and concerns and thanked the group for making the graduation 

ceremonies successful.  

                                                                                                         
            

Submitted by: 

 

Carol Boehlert, Scribe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                         

 

 

 


