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REDUCING THE INCIDENCE OF POSTSECONDARY REMEDIATION IN MATH, READING, 
AND WRITING FOR FIRST-TIME-ENROLLED RECENT HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

 

FLORIDA STATUTE 1007.235 (2)(C) 1 THRU 4 

FS1007.235 (2) (c)  Mechanisms and strategies for reducing the incidence of postsecondary 
remediation in math, reading, and writing for first-time-enrolled recent high school graduates, 
based upon the findings in the postsecondary readiness-for-college report produced pursuant to 
FS 1008.37. Each articulation committee shall annually analyze and assess the effectiveness of 
the mechanisms toward meeting the goal of reducing postsecondary remediation needs. Results of 
the assessment shall be annually presented to participating district school boards and community 
college boards of trustees and shall include, but not be limited to:  

1007.235 (2) (c) 1.  Mechanisms currently being initiated.  

1007.235 (2) (c) 2.  An analysis of problems and corrective actions.  

1007.235 (2) (c) 3.  Anticipated outcomes.  

1007.235 (2) (c) 4.  Strategies for the better preparation of students upon graduation from high 

school. 

 

COMMITTEE RESPONSE TO STATUTE: 

 

The committee examined the data from the 2009-2010 Performance on the Common Placement Test 

report (formerly known as the School Readiness for College Report), which was released by the 

Florida Department of Education in July 2011, as required by statute. The report indicates that 

10,968 standard diplomas were awarded by the School District of Palm Beach County in 2009-2010. 

Of the graduates, 3,838 (34.99%) were enrolled as degree-seeking students in a Florida College, and 

2,388 (21.77%) were enrolled as degree-seeking students in a State University system institution, 

accounting for 56.77% of the total high school graduates. The remaining 4,742 graduates (43.2%) 

either did not attend college, were non-degree seeking at a Florida public college or university, were 

attending a private college or university in Florida, or were attending a college/university in another 

state or country. 

 

Of the 6,226 PBCSD degree-seeking students attending a Florida public college or university, the 

following was observed: 

 

TABLE 1 
Category 2009-10 2008-09 2007-08 2006-07   

Improvement/Decrease 

PBCSD   

2007-08 to 2008-09 

 

PBCSD 

State 

Average PBCSD 

State 

Average PBCSD 

State 

Average PBCSD 

State 

Average 

Percent 

Ready in 

Mathematics 

67.4% 68.4% 71.8% 69.6% 72.2% 70.8% 70.9% 70.0% -4.4% 

Percent 

Ready in 

Reading 

78.5% 78.5% 80.7% 78.6% 79.4% 78.7% 79.1% 77.5% -2.2%  

Percent 

Ready in 

Writing 

79.0% 80.4% 82.4% 81.6% 82.2% 82.2% 83.7% 83.8%  -3.4% 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=Ch1007/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=Ch1008/Sec37.HTM
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Of the 2,388 PBCSD degree-seeking students enrolled in a State University for 2009-10: 

 

TABLE 2 

Category 
2009-

10 

2008-

09 

2007-

08 

2006-

07 

Improvement/Decrease 

2008-09 to 2009-10 

Percent Ready in 

Mathematics 
96.3% 98.2% 97.2% 96.4% -1.9%  

Percent Ready in 

Reading 
97.6% 99.4% 97.6% 97.8% -1.8%  

Percent Ready in 

Writing 
97.4% 99.1% 98.0% 98.0%  -1.7% 

 

Of the 3,838 PBCSD degree-seeking students enrolled in a Florida College for 2009-10: 

 

TABLE 3 

Category 2009-

10 

2008-

09 

2007-

08 

2006-

07 

Improvement/Decrease 

2008-09 to 2009-10 

Percent Ready in 

Mathematics 
48% 52.1% 50.6% 47.4%  -4.1% 

Percent Ready in 

Reading 
66.5% 67.5% 64.6% 62.9%  -1.0% 

Percent Ready in 

Writing 
67.4% 70.5% 69.4% 71.4% -3.1%  

 

Of the 3,838 PBCSD degree-seeking students enrolled in a Florida College, 3,365 (87.6%) enrolled 

at Palm Beach State College: 

 

TABLE 4 

Category 2009-

10 

2008-

09 

2007-

08 

2006-

07 

Improvement/Decrease 

2008-09 to 2009-10 

Percent Ready in 

Mathematics 
46.7% 49.8% 48.7% 44.9% -3.1%  

Percent Ready in 

Reading 
66.1% 66.7% 64.5% 62.1% -0.6%  

Percent Ready in 

Writing 
66.9% 69.7% 68.8% 70.6% -2.8% 

 

Data Analysis for 2009-10 

In interpreting these data, the committee observes that the majority of high school graduates who 

attend state universities are college-ready (Table 2).  However, those students who attend Florida 

colleges are typically in need of remediation (Table 3).  In Table 4, we observe that the goal of a 3% 

improvement was not achieved; in fact, data declines were seen on all three measures.  This is the 

effect of the recession on the high school graduating class.  With few prospects for employment, 

more students chose to enroll in a Florida college than in previous years; for example, the number 

who enrolled in a state university system institution only increased by two students (from 2,386 to 

2,388) while the number attending a Florida college rose from 3,402 to 3,838, an increase of 436 
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students. This provides support to the notion that many students sought to attend college rather than 

seeking employment.   

 

A disparity continues to exist between students who attend a state university system (Table 2) and 

those who attend a Florida college (Table 3). This finding is not surprising, given that admission to a 

state university system institution is competitive, while all colleges in Florida, by nature of mission, 

have an open-door admission policy. This open-door admission policy requires that the student have 

a high school diploma, following a curriculum as prescribed by the State of Florida, attain a 

minimum 2.00 grade point average while in high school, and earn passing scores on the FCAT 

examination.  

 

Universities in general are increasing admissions standards for all students so that more students will 

have to attend a Florida college prior to admission to a university. Enrollment trends support the idea 

that a greater percentage of high school students are enrolling at Florida Colleges (32.77% of high 

school graduates in 2008-09 compared to 34.99% in 2009-10). 

 

Influence of the PERT 

Difficulty in making comparisons across time may occur in the future with the introduction of the 

PERT (Postsecondary Education Readiness Test). This new test replaces the Florida College Entry-

Level Placement Test (FCELPT) beginning with the fall term 2011. Placement rates in college-level 

courses may increase or decrease due to the different measurement tool and not to any different 

initiatives or instruction at the School District. The magnitude of the effect is unknown at this time.  

 

New High School Graduation Requirement 

New high school curriculum standards are also in effect this year. Beginning in 2011, students must 

complete geometry and biology; algebra II is being added in 2012 and, by 2013, chemistry, physics 

or another rigorous science course will need to be completed for graduation. As part of this effort, 

students will need to pass end-of-course exams worth at least 30% of their course grade. These end-

of-course exams will replace the FCAT at the high school level over time. 
 

Mechanisms to Reduce Remediation 

To reduce the incidence of the need for remediation, the specific mechanisms employed, with 

collaboration from Palm Beach State College, are all based on activities that occur while the student 

is still enrolled in the School District of Palm Beach County. Each of these mechanisms must be 

thought of as working in tandem to reduce the total number of students who require remediation; 

each mechanism contributes to the overall goal of reducing the number of students requiring 

remediation by 3% in each of the subject areas (mathematics, reading and writing). Given that the 

data we review from the state are typically two years old, many of the recently instituted mechanisms 

may take several years to show an effect on reducing the number requiring remediation after 

graduation from high school. 

 

It should be noted that the most appropriate data to examine for the need for remediation are the 

results from all the graduates of the Palm Beach County School District, not just those who decide to 

attend Florida colleges or those who decide to attend Palm Beach State College. Neither the Palm 

Beach County School District nor Palm Beach State College can control or predict where a given 

high school graduate may decide to attend. 
 


